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TH  £  following  Letter  was  defign  a  as 
an  Expref/ion  oj  Private  Relpe^i 
to  a  iVonhy  Friend,  and  for  Private 
life;  hut  may,  ’tit  thought,  not  he  unfervice- 
able  further  abroad,  (  ftnce  among  others,  with 
which  we  are  fuffciently  provided,  a  'Difcourfe 
o/this  Nature  feemsto  he  fomewhdt  '{panting  )j 
for  the  giving  Encouragement  to  fonte  Hone  ft 
1 Parents ,  Tebofe  Iffue  is  Numerous ;  for  the  af¬ 
fording  fome  appofite  InftruBions  to  fuch  their 
Iffue  ;  for  the  obtaining  a  more  favourable  0 pi* 
nion  of  them  with  others ;  and,  pof fitly  alfo$ 
for  the  nourithing  a  more  jufl  Efleem  of  Mar¬ 
riage  ;  which,  from  the  apprelmfion  of  great 
DifadVantages  attending  a  Number  of  Children 
is,  by  more  than  a  fete ,  declined  and  fpoken 
againfl  ;  fometimes  to  the  betraying  themf elves 
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into  Difhonourable  Embraces,  and  a  Spu¬ 
rious  OfFfpring,  whereby  Eflates  are  Wafted, 
not  Inherited  ;  and  good  Families  brought  to 
Meannefs,  if  not  to  Nothing.  Jf  thefe 
Ends  fiall  in  any  measure  be  obtain’d ,  the  Small 
(Pains,  that  haVe  been  taken  in  a  Subject,  which 
fo  far  at  1  know ,  hath  not  any  where  on  pur- 
pole  been  treated  of ,  will  be  abundantly  re3 
qiiited. 
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Having  Many  Children. 

k  ■  '  '  Mf  '  t 

mE'9'*'  V*Wp_  ■'*,  \  ...  s ./  .  *  1 

D  E  .A  R  SIR, 

■y  ’  f*y  *  • 

HOUGH  the  kind  Reception 
1  I  have  often  found  with  you, 
hath  afforded  many  things  fo 
taking ,  as  would  have  abun¬ 
dantly  requited  my  Vifits,  not- 
withitanding  I  had  gone  far 
for  the  making  of  them ;  yet 
nothing  ftruck  me  with  fo  unulual  a  Pleafure, 
as  your  fair  Number  of  Children  ,  <  Fourteen) 
placed  orderly  in  a  Row  before  me.  I  could 
not  but  fecretly  own  your  Happinels,  in  having 
fo  many  without  any  Deleft  in  Body  or  Intel- 
leftuals :  And  from  their  being  fo  exactly  ma¬ 
naged,  methought  I  vifibly  read  m  them,  t  o 
Young ,  the  Charafters  of  thofe  Comforts 
whiclf  good  Parents  would  wilh  from  them 
when  grown  up.  And  who  are  they  that, ^  to 


y 
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the  Honour  which  they  have  for  you  in  other 
jelpefts,  would  not  add  one  large  degree  more, 

from  this  Multiplication  of  God’s  Favours  upon 

you  ? 

Yet,  Sir,  ’tiseafy  to  be  obferved,  how  degra* 
ding  a  thing  a  great  Number  of  Children  is  by 
many  look'd  upon  to  be  :  How  the  Parents  of 
j|^  fuch  are  efteem’d  little  better  than  ObjeBs  of  Pi~ 
perhap s  meaner  And  tho  fome  of  the  bet¬ 

ter  fort  will  ufe  a  Religious  Phrafe,  and  fay  fuch 
/  Children  are  a  Blefling,  yet  they  11  give  us  to 
b  under  ftand,  That  ic  is  a  Bleffing  rather  to  be  born 

tban  iv/jb'd  for.  If  themfelves  are  in  the  Mar¬ 
ried  Row,  they  will,  it  may  be,  defire  Iffue  for 
the  Continuing  of  their  Names ;  but  they  will 
j  fl  preferibe  their  Number  ;  and  More  fhall  be  as 
|  much praj/dagainjty  as  Theft  are  fray  d  for  \  and 

the  Almighty^  if  he  will  have  their  Thanks, 
niuft  fee  that  he  multiply  Them  not  too  much . 
They  either  defer ve  blame,  or  elfe  have  good 
|  Reajons,  who  think  and  carry  it  thus.  But  tho 

§  I  have  had  the  hap  to  hear,  not  only  what  in  a 
fief  ant  ‘ Freedom  could  be  laid,  but  alio  what 
j  fome  (  otherwife  of  Senfe  enough  )  have,  in 

-  Jknnngly  ppod  tarmft,  been  nulling  to  fay,  yet  the 
I  Chief  Reafons  that  J  could  ever  difeern  to  be 
commonly  tgged,  are  no  ocher  than  what  may  be 
reduced  to  thefe  Particulars : 

•  I.  The  Hinderance  that  Many  Children  are 
p  Great  Undertakings,  '  ,  ’  *  r  • 
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II.  A  Free  and  Generous  Way  of  Living  be¬ 
ing  hereby  maimed  and  cut  fhort. 

III.  An  Uneafinels  ftill  fitting  upon  Parents, 
from  their  being  folicitous  for  Many. 

IV.  The  Afflictions  that  a  rife  from  Some, 
who  in  all  probability,  among  fo  Many,  will  not 

^  V.  A  man’s  Name  finking  into  Meannefs,  by 
realon  that  where  there  are  Many  Children, 
there  is  no  likelihood  that  a  plentiful  Provision 

can  be  made  for  them  all. 

There  are  Two  others  Itfs  commonly  fpo- 

The former  I  find  among  fome  of.  old,  who 
called  themfelves  Christians  ,  and  The  Qm„ich_ 
would  have  been  thought  more  . 
knowing  than  others;  which  may  be  improved 
into  an  Argument  againft  a  plenteous  IUue  thus . 
viz.  That  where  Such  is, 
there  are  the  more  brought  in¬ 
to  a  Ah fer able  World  and 
larger  Food  is  thereby  afforded 
unto  Death.  Which  things 
were  look’d  upon  to  be  ei¬ 
ther  fo  ill  in  their  Nature ,  or 
fo  deplorable  in  their  Pro  fell,  C  •. 

that  they  were  thought  a  Plea  ftrong  enough 
for  an  Abftinence  even  from  Marriage,  and  re¬ 
creation  of  children.  However,  tho  ^7  and 
Death  were  extravagantly  made  ufe  of  for  iuch 
Abftinence,  yet  perhance  they  may  be  enough 

A  4. 
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to  catife  a  man  in  pity  to  m[b,  That  his  Number 

may  not  he  great. ,  , 

1  he  latter  is  this  5 

That  fince  there  are  fb  many  Snares  and 
Temptations  in  the  world,  and  the  Number  ofthofe 
that  are  good  men  is  very  fmall  in  companion  of 
thofe  that  are  otherwife ;  may  not  the  Fears  and 
l  robabtiittej  oi  fo  many  being  miferab'le  in  another 
tvorla,  be  a  fid  Argument  agawfi  a  Numerous  O  ff. 

tQ.ReliSiofs  Parents?  who  are  tn  doubt 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  that  fuck  Off(pri„? ' 

fhould  never  be  at  all,  orjboulddye  when  as  yet  ft 
cutem  Infancy ,  than  be  in  too  fure  danger  of  tnif- 
carrying  as  to  a  Future  State.  J  J' 

*  Tr  Wllet,!er  thefe  (at  leaft  Tome  of 

^  ?  d°  deferuC  anrfwering  ••  But  though  they 

Se?  rfL°?  r1  Vhem?VeS  be  worthy  a  Replj-S 

J  ec  the  Rafbntfs  and  Vncbaritablenefs  of  fome 
Perfons  m  relation  to  them,  may  require  that 
lomewhat  be  laid.  And  if  I,  who  ?ou  know 
™  Lo™  ^  Children,  (  and  even  the 

to  rln  !t  Wrb£rC  C17  are  fell  endeavour 

rf  minpn  now,  when  a  new  Increale - 

it2  ,n"a  m‘y  r?mcthinS  prompts  me  to 
it,  and  the  Diftemper  that  hath  broke  in  amongft 

™efi!:re  ccl!’es  me  the  Converlation 

TouhlunViS)  1C  may  be’  Sir*  1  fta11  "Otb y 

Touhz  look  d  upon  as  one  who  knows  not  how 

1  iw  Gd  a  LeU-nre  Hour  tha  c  ]ies  «pon  his  hand. 
roi  ,  J!  u  w,!! pot  beamifs  to  lay  down  fome 
'  "derations  in  favour  of  Children  and  their 

>  Number;  ^ 
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. 

Number  ;  lo  there  will  be  a  fairer  way  made  to 
the  arifwering  the  Obje&ions  brought  againll 
them! 


*  Plutarch  ds 
Hmoi  e  Prolis. 


The  firft  Confederation  fhall  be  taken  from  that 
Natural  Affettion  with  which  God  hath  endued 
Parents,  and  which  is  of  equal  Force  towards 
Many  Children  as  towards  a  Few.  This  is 
wrought  into  other  Creatlres ,  whole  Y oung  need 
the  being  cherifhed  and  fed  by  them,  as  well  as 
into  Man  •  and  ■*  many  no  lefs 
true  than  ftrange  Accounts  there 
are,  that  fhew  how  ftrong  it  is. 

And  yet  as  fbon  as  ever  the  young  ones  are  able 
to  find  their  food,  and  can  fubfift  of  themfelves, 
this  Natural  Inclination  towards  them  cools  and 
ceafes :  And  in  many  forts  of  Creatures,  while 
it  doth  laft,  it  is  only  in  the  Females,  the  Males 
being  altogether  unconcerned.  But  in  Human 
Jfjnd  it  is  of  much  greater  Continuance  $  Chil¬ 
dren  handing  in  need  of  tender  ufage,  and  un- 
ceffant  Provjfions,  much  more  and  longer  than 
the  Young  of  any  other  Creatures  in  the  world 
do;  she  full  Maturityxyi  niofty  and  the  Old  Age  of 
many  of  Thefe  being  come,  before  the  Youth  of 
Thofe  is  well  enter’d  upon  by  them  :  And  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Care  is  all  along  as  requifite  as  the  Mo* 
ther’s  Indulgence.  Nay,  when  Ripenefs  of 
Years  and  Underftanding  hath  taught  them  to 
live  of  themfelves,  and  placed  them  beyond  a 
Parents  eye,  they  yet  live  not  without  being  af¬ 
fectionately  own’d  by  them,  and  are  never  be¬ 
yond 
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yond  the  kind  exprcflions  of  their^  Love,  which 
leave  them  not  while  life  lafteth. 

How  when  fiich  ftrong  Affeftions  and  Incli¬ 
nations  which  cannot  be  withftood,  are  planted 
by  God  in  Parents  for  the  nourifhing  and  educa¬ 
ting  of  Children,  fhali  Children  where  they  are 
many,  be  meanly  efteemed  ?  Doth  not  the  lame 
Tendernefs  and  Love  receive  a  Seventh,  as  doth 
a  Firft?  And  even  yet  if  they  be  doubled,  is  not 
the  Laftas  Dear  as  any  in  the  Number?  Nay, 
what  if  Affe&ion  and  Tendernefs  fhali  grow 
ftronger  ,  as  the  Number  grows  the  greater  ? 

We  find  that  Jofeph  was  loved  by 
Gen.  37.3*  his  father  Jacob  more  than  any  of 
the  reft,  becaufe  he  was,  after  the  Birth  of  ma¬ 
ny  others,  the  Son  of  his  Old  Age.  And  Benja¬ 
min  the  Youngeftof  Twelve  was  with  fuch  an 
Affe&ionate  Reiuftance  parted  with  into  Egypt, 
that  if  evil  jbo/ild  befal  him  in  the 
Gen^42. 38.  rtfay,  the  gray  hairs  of  his  aged  father 

xcould  be  brought  down  with  for  row  to  the  grave. 
And  why  fhould  any  one  fpeak  againft  a  Nu¬ 
merous  IflTue,  when  thofe  whofe  it  is,  are  very 
well  pleas’d  with  it;  and  when  himfelf  alfo,  if 
he  had  fuch,  would  be  quite  of  another  mind  ? 
On  the  one  hand,  in  doing  fo,  he  wrould  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  them ;  on  the  ether,  inconftfeent  with 
himfelf  But  let  us  fuppofe  aman  to  have  many 
Children,  and  to  complain  of  jhem  becaufe  they 
are  many:  He  is  overcharged  with  them,  and 
his  hands  are  fo  full  that  he  knows  not  which 
way  to  turn  himfelf;  and  if  God  would  pleafe  to 

take 
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take  one  or  more  of  them,  he  Should  efteem  it  a 
Mercy:  Well}  fay  which  thou  wouldft  part 
with:  Shall  this  that  is  next  at  hand  go? 
No  ;  this  thou  canft  not  fpare.  Shall  this  then 
be  he?  Or  that  other?  Thou  art  not  willing  to 
leave  thefe  neither.  But  why  fhould  Thefi  be 
more  dear  to  thee  than  the  Re/,  not  yet  look’d 
on  ?  Let  fomeof  Thofe  go  then.  No ;  They  are 
thy  Children  too;  But  if  thou  canft  not  part 
with  any,  why  doft  thou  then  complain  of  them  ? 
Or  if  thy  deftres  have  been  heard  above,  and 
thou  art  therefore  depriv’d  of  one  or  more  of 
them,  by  death,  why  lamenteft  thou  as  under  a 
Lofs  thou  canft  not  bear;  and  a  thoufand  times 
wifheft  ,thou  Wert  lo  happy  as  to  have  them 
again  ?  What  I  have  been  peaking  concerning 
the  great  Force  of  Natural  Affeftion,.  and  the 
equal  ftrength  it  hath  to  More  as  to  Qney  a  Story 
in  Sozomtns  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory ,  7.  c.z 4. 

pertinently  confirms ,  though  in  a  forrowful 
manner :  A  Merchant  in  the  Theffalonidn  Slaugh¬ 
ter  caus’d  by  the  Emperor  Theodofius,  had  two 
Sons  which  were  to  be  put  to  death  :  He,  in 
Agonies  of;  AiTe&ioq,  offered  himfelf  to  dye  in 
their  ftead,  if  lb  they  might  be  fpared:  The 
Soldiers  touch’d  with  Compaflion  at  his  Tears 
and  Plaints,  would  freely  have  yielded  up  One 
of  them  to  him,  but  durft  not  Both,  becaufe  the 
Number  commanded  to  bellain,  would  have  fal¬ 
len  fhort :  The  fad  Father  lamenting  himfelf  and 
them,  knew  not  whether  to  chufe ;  but  through 
equal  Yearnings  on  both,  remain’d  in  a  conti- 
V  ,  ,  fv  "  nued 
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nued  furpenfetill  they  were  both  together  flain. 
A  wife  man  will  codfider  the  Nature  of  things, 
and  will  conclude  that  God  would  not  put  fuch 
ftrong  Affeftions  into  Fathers  and  Mothers,  if 
Children  were  not  creatures  that  were  worthy  of 
/  them.  And  if  fome  Inconveniences  attend  a 
greater  number ,  which  a  lefs  would  be  free 
from,  yet  he  looks  upon  the  Providential  Order 
of  things,  and  from  the  Beauty  of  it  doth  whol¬ 
ly  acquiefce ;  acknowledging  it  by  no  means  fit, 
that  a  private  Humour,  or  joint  Pleajure ,  or  even 
the  leading  a  life  with  Ufs  Care,  but  not  more  Vir¬ 
tue,  fhould  put  by  th t  great  DefigysOi  Nature. 
To  endeavour  by  idle  Remnings  tode'Ten,  or  on 
trivial  accounts  to  undervalue  thofe  Affe&ions  in 
men,  which  in  other  creatures  remain  uncor¬ 
rupted,  and  duly  obtain  their  end,  is  extremely 
difinsenuous,  and  a  bad  requital  in  any  one,  forr 
that  Tenderneft  which  was  fhewed  to  himfelf 
when  young  ;  especially  if  he  were  One  of  Ma¬ 
ny.  It  will  be  requifite  that  fuch  a  one  be  put 
in  mind,  that  ,  thofe  that,  are  without 

Natural  AfFeQion  ,  are  in  Sacred 
*  *  3!*  Writings  ranked  among  the  *  vileft 

im  '  J  forts  of  men  ;  and  unleft  he 
much  alter,  tis  pity  he  fhould  ever  have  bet- , 
ter  Company.  *  g 

It  may  not  feem  unappofue  to  the  prefenr  pur-  ! 
pole  to  take  notice  that  the  Heathen  Ancients 

affign’d  particular  Offices  to  many  i 
Of  their  gods  in  all  things  relating 
c.  9.  to  the  Production  or  Children,  and 

their 
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heir  Increafes  afterwards.  The  recounting  of 
hem  may  well  be  fpared  ;  but  we  may  rea- 
onably  conclude  thus  much  from  them ;  viz,. 
Fhat  the  ftrongeft  Natural  Affeftians  in  Parents 
:ould  not  but  be  thought  to  be  juftly  order’d 
-owards  Children  5  and  that  a  kind  Efteem 
md  Carriage  in  Others  was  not  more  than  re- 
quifite,  when  fuch  a  Number  of  Deities  were 
imagin’d  to  exercife  fo  various  a  Care  of  them. 

Indeed  at  Athens ,  where  Humanity  might 
feem  to  be  encouraged  more  than  in  other  pla¬ 
ces,  by  Arts,  and  Sciences,  HHlHd 

there  was  the  great  Inhuma¬ 
nity  of  *  E&pofing  Children 
to  the  Mercy  of  Fortune,  if 
’twere  thought  convenient. 

A  thing  which  Plato  alfo  gave  room  unto  in 
his  Commonwealth"  And  in  f  Spar-  . 
ta  there  were  Searchers  appointed  !K 

by  the  State  to  infpecl  new-born 
Children,  whether  they  were  deform’d  or  im- 
perfeft ;  and  if  fuch,  they  were  by  Publick  De¬ 
cree  ordered  to  be  deftroyed.  But  fuch  Cruelty 
as  this,  which  had  the  Favour  of  Philpfophy, 
the  Connivence  and  even  Eftablifhment  of 
Laws,  hath  a  chief  place  (  as 


*  Incoeptio  eft  Amen- 
tlum,  haud  Amantium ; 
Quicquid  peperiflet  de- 
creverunt  toilers,  i.  e. 
Educare.  Terrent.  Andr„ 


2l 


Learned  Perfon  obfefves  )  among  t 

thofe  .more  Eminent  .Works  of  the 
Devil,  which  the  Son  of  God  came  into  the 
world  to  deftroy,  and  is  to  be  abominated  on 
that  account.  But  fhould  any  abominate  the 
Cuftom,  but  yet  at  the  fame  time  difefteem  and 
* ■  . JS’  2  .  declaim 


1  - 
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declaim  again/tthe  Number  on  which  it  was  ex- 
ercifed,  (  which  Natural  Affection  doth  equally 
embrace  as  it  doth  a  lefs  one)  ;  or  fhould  deny 
Pity  where  a  Bodily  Defeft  is  perhaps  made  up 
by  a  larger  fhare  of  Soul  >  however,  takes  not 
away  the  Being  of  human  kind,  he  (tofpeak 
mildeft  of  him  )  is  by  no  means  Co  good  a  Friend 
as  he  ought  to  bet  either  to  Natures  Dittates ,  or 
thole  of  Chriftianity .  %  %  ? 

*  i  *  '  rf4”  *  ...  Tj?  i  v’fl 

*  u 

The  Second  Confideration  fhall  be  this  ;  viz. 
^That  men  deft  re  all  other  things  may  be  fruitful 
to  them.  It  much  delights  them  to  fee  the  Val¬ 
leys  ft  and  fo  thick  with  Con?)  that  the  Slower  may 
fill  fyis  handy  and  the  Binder  of  $  heave  s'his  Bofom. 
Their  Ewes  attended  on  each  (ide  with  a  Lamb, 
can  hardly  efcape  without  their  Pratfes  ,  tho 
they  underftand  them  not.  And  when  their 
Trees  are- fb  much  laden  with  Fruit,  that  they 
e’en  bend  under  their  Burden,  they  with  Plea- 
furerun  to  their  aid,  and  afford  them  the  beft 
fupports  they  can.  ‘The  like  Pleafut  e  is  in  the 
Increafesof  Fowl  ;  and  it  would  much  rejoice 
them  if  their  Rivers  were  like  lib/fcus^/V^vo^ 
parts  Water,  and  One  part  Fifh.  Now  when  } 
Fruitfulnefs  is  every  where  fo  mucrf  defired,  fol 
much  delighted  in,  fhall  it  not  be  fo  on*  in  ouri 
felves?  Shall  that  of  the  W9mhy  a  mid  ft  all  other i: 
In  cr cafes,  have  Difconcent  attending  it,*or  nqj 
other  than  feign’d  Joys  ?  They  had  quite' other?  , 
thoughts  in  older  times,  vvhen  it  was  efteem-  * 
ed  a  Sign  of  the  Piety  and  Chtftity  of  the  Wo-' 

man  f  ,*  1 

C  * 


filios.  Sine  me  dicere, 
ut  fcias ,  tibi  tuseque 
Uxori  Deos  efle  omnes 
propitios.  f  Plant . 
fhit. 
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ma«t»  and  of  the  great  Be¬ 
nevolence  of  the  gods,  if  ihe  ,  t  -p‘a™  &  Pndicaia 
brought  tortll  1  rn  Children  Omnium  prim&  Alc- 
at  a  Birth  ;  and  anlwer’d  the  mena  Geminos  peperit 
liberal  Intendments  of  Na¬ 
ture,  by  having  an  Infant 
hanging  at  each  Breaft. 

Nothing  was  more  defired 
or  efteemed  than  fuch  Fruitfulnels ;  which 
,  would  too  plainly  appear,  were  it  fit  to  men¬ 
tion  the  *  Rites  which  their 
new-married  Women  not  *Amob./.  4. 
unwillingly  obferved  to¬ 
wards  their  '  Mutinies ,  that 
they  might  not  he  fieri!.  And  indeed  to  what 
end  Ihould  there  be  Fruitfulnels  every  where 
elfe,  and  Barrennels  in  the  Houle  ?  I  may  truly 
fay,  That  the  Mafter  of  large  Tncreales  might  be 
reckoned  poor  in  the  midft  of  them, if  he  had  not 
fome  better  Increales  of  his- own  to  enjoy  them 
together  with  him :  For  fmall  comfort  it  would 
be  thaf  other  things  Ihould  bring  forth  tohimfelf 
f  alone,  when  it  is  f  meet  that 
Children  Ihould  rejoice  in 
them  equally  with  him  ;  or 
even  more,  fince  their  Age 
i  would  be  more  fit  for  the  u- 
,  fingthem.  We  find  an  Example  even  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther  of  the  Faithful :  Tho  he  were  rich  inCattel, 
and  Silver ;  and  Gold ,  and  had  the  Promile  of  the 
Almighty’s  being  his  Shield,  and  exceeding  great 
Reward,  yet  that  fa^isfied  him  not,  but  he  breaks 


f  Quem  parlter  oti 
bos  docuit  aut  etiam 
am  pirns,  Quod  illi  »tas 
magis  ad  hsc  utencfe 
idonea  eft.  Terent.  He  aut a 


out 
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out  into  that  palflonate  expreflion, 

en.  ij. ^oru  God,  wh nt  ivilt  thou  give  me, 
feeing  I  go  childlefs ,  «»d  the  fiervard  of  my  hoafe  is 
this  Elkzer  of  D'amafctts  ?  As  much' as’ to  fay, 
All  the  Wealth  which  I  have,  and *what  fur¬ 
ther  thou  wilt  give  me;  wants  very  much  of 
being  truly  pleaiant  to  me,  while  I  have  none  to 
inherit  it  after  me.  And  though  there  be  in 
mine  Houle  an  Hand  ready  for  it  (otherwife 
delerving  enough.),  yet  what  fatisfa&ion  is 
there  in  a  Foreign'  Heir,  and  not  fprung  from 
mine  own  Loins  ?  Every  one  would,  in  refpefl: 

of  himfelf,  have  it  continue  a  Pro- 
t  Pauperis  eft  VCI  b,  That  it  belongs”}'  to  a  poor 
pi'  man  to  number  his  Cattel :  And 
fhall  it  be  efteemed  the  property  of 
a  rich  man  to  have  few  or  no  Children  to  num¬ 
ber  ?  It  is  an  ill  hearing,  when  other  Poffelfions 
ftiall  have  the  name  of  Riches,  and  Children, 
on  whole  account  thole  chiefly  are  fo,  fhall  be 
thought  quite  otherwife.  O  how 
’•Valer.  Max.  may  that  t Roman  Matron  *  Cornell  a , 

4'  thegreat  Afrit  anus's  Daughter,  be 

the  Reproach  of  iuch  perfons  !  who  to  a  Lady/| 
that  in  a  Vifit 'boafted  much  of  her  Rich  Jewels 
and  Precious  Ornaments,  (hewed  her  Sons,  then 
little  Children,  but  afterwards  Brave  Men;  and  | 
laid,  Thefe,  Madam,  are  my  jewels ,  theft  my  Or*  vj 
naments.  I  know  it  may  be  {aid,  That  Large  In- 
creafes  in  the  Field  and  el  few  he  re,  and  Moderate > 
ones  at  Homcj  make  up  the  bed  Account  ci 
Riches.  But  why  Chould  Nature  be  fo  liberal 

in  • 
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in  Meitj  and  fo  fparing  in  Mouths  ? 

And  if  Riches  increafe ,  why [Jjould  not  EccleH  u • 
they  increafe  that  eat  them  ?  The  , 

great  difference  between  thole  who  are  called 
Rich,  and  thole  who  are  thought  not  fo,  is  very 
often  this,  That  Servants  c&t  the  Increafes  of 
the  one,  and  their  own  Children  the  Increafes  of 
the  other ;  and  furely  thefe  latter  may  feem  the 
more  agreeably  fed,  and  to  the  greater  Content 
of  the  Owners.  Let  me  add  this,  That  the 
Growing  of  other  things ,  and  the  entertaining- 
Variety  that  is  in  them,  afford  indeed  a  great 
deal  of  Pieafure  ;  a  curious  Defcription  of  one 
fort  of  which,  viz.  in  Corn,  (  and  others  in- 
elude  no  lefs  fine  matter  for  the 
like  )  *  Cicero  makes  his  Cato  Major 
give,  as  being  wonderfully  divert¬ 
ing  and  recreative  to  his  Old  Age.  But  yet  cer¬ 
tainly  all  this  to  a  perfon  that  is  any  whit  ob- 
ferving,  muft  be  much  inferior  to  that  which  is 
in  Children^  The  firft  Buddings,  as  it  were, 
of  Realon :  The  Pretty  Expreflions  of  it  in 
harmlels  Aftions :  The  pleafant  Attempts  to¬ 
wards  Speech,  and  the  no  lefs  pleafant  millings 
of  it :  The  little  Contrivances  for  what  they 
would  obtain  :  The  eafy  Mirth  ;  the  undefign- 
ing  Affefltion,  and  all  thefe,  and  a  great  many 
more,  differently  repeated  in  the  Way  and  Tern* 
per  of  every  Child  by  himfelf,  are  extremely 
delightful.  Take  alfo  other  Increafes  when  they 
are  at  their  full  Growth  and  Maturity,  and  com¬ 
pare  them  with  thefe :  When  they  haveefcaped 


*  Cic,  de  Se- 
ne&. 
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Blafts  and  Mildews,  pinching#7 -ofts  and  Scorch¬ 
ing  Heats,  they  are  tlvri'a  Treafiire:  But  yet 
confidcr  them  not  in  order  to  Children  and  how 
much  do  they  lofe  of  their  Value  l  Or  turn  them  * 
into  their  Price,  and  lock  them  in  thy  Cheft, 
and  how  filent  and  unaclive  do  they  lye?  But 
thyTreafure  in  thy  Children  thou  canft  con- 
verfe  with,  canft  enjoy  thy  felf  in  it,  and  find 
Duty  ’and  Love  from  it.  Thefe  can  value  the 
Pleafure  thou  takeft  in  them ,  and  cart  make 
fuch  returns  as  flaail  be  more  and  new  Pleafures 
to  thee.  Other  Increafes  without  thefe  are  cull’d, 
but  are  not  Riches  >  but  thefe  only,  with  a  Com¬ 
petency  of  the  other,  are  not  call'd,  but  are  fo  ;  . 

and,  if  I  may  fay  it,  are  fo 

*  Id  egit rerum  natu-  ^-t  a  much  rooie  eafy  rate  j 
xa,  ut  ad  bene  vivendum  for  *  Nature  is  contented 

S? XSSTm  WI.M  they 

•via™,  are  grown  up,  and  inlTruct- 

ed  to  get  their  Livelihood 
by  their  Labour,  their  Aged  Sire  hatfy  anfwer’d 
the  expectation  of  the  world,  and  done  his  Du¬ 
ty  by  them.  Thty  live,  and  he  rejoiceth  in  them  ; 
and  They ,  not  being  tempted  by  the  large  In-  J 
create  of  Fields  and  Flocks  (  which  he  hath 
not)  to  hope  for  his  Death,  do  wilh  he  may 
long  live,  that  they  may  long  exprefs  Their  ^ 
Love  and  Refpeftto  him.  JL 

W  %  # 

The  !aft  Confideration  (  and  which  is  chiefly 
to  be  mention'd  )  fhall  be  this,  viz,  That  the 

great  Creator  of  the  world  would  not  have  chi!- 

*  dren  * 


f--— Til 


dren  come  into  Being  otherwife  than  in  a  Decent 
and  Sanffified  way ;  fijch  as  fhouid  be  feitabk  to 
their  Place  and  Degree  in  the  nature  of  things ,  and 
fhouid  call  for  RefpeQ:  towards  them  when  they 
are  born :  And  therefore  no  (boner  had  he  made 
Man*  but  Gen.  ft  he  ordain  d  Marriage ,  and  ho¬ 
nour’d  it  to  far,  as  himfelf  to  Give  the  Woman  i 
For  ?tis  faid  ver.  22.  That  he  brought  her  to  the 
man,  The  Inclinations  of  other  Creatures  are 
fuffered  to  range,  they  being  uncapable  of  know¬ 
ing  what  Laws  mean  :  But  the  Appetites  that 
are  loofe  and  ungovern  d  in  them*,  are  in  Men  regu¬ 
lated  by  Honejly  and  Religion.  And  hence  I 
doubt  not,  but  as  a  confequenceof  this  Divine 
Inftitution,  Marriage  in  all  Civilized  Nations 
was  made  the  Foundation  of  Pofterity,  and  was 
celebrated  with  Religious  Rites.  Among  the 
^ews  efpecially,  (  whom  God  had  feparated  for 
his  own  People  )  it  had  great  Solemnities^  and 
many  joyful  Expreffions ,  which  Time  had 
taught  them  to  add  or  vary,  as  they  thought 
L  mod  becoming.  The  Houfe  in  which  the  Mar* 
t  riage- Rites  were  performed  ,  was  called  the 
Houfe  of  Pi aife,  and  their  f  Song  r 

was  in  part  this,  4  Bieftedbe  thou ,  0  t^Zm}Y6i 
4  Lord 0  who  haft  created  Joy  and  Glad - 
4  nefs ,  the  Bridegroom  and  the  Bride .  The  voice  of 
*"Joy  in  the  Bride-Chamber  is  more  delightful  than 
pr 4  any  Feafi,  and  Children  fvecter  than  any  Song. 

It  was  indeed  permitted  them  (  for  the  Hard** 
nefs  of  their  hearts  )  to  put  away  Wives  as  oc- 
cafion  feem’d  to  require  ;  but  yet  the  Children 

:  b  %  « 
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of  thofe  Wives  that  were  put  away 
(  or  hared  )  were  to  be  retain’d  by 

1  m  •  .  |  ' 


their  refpeffive  Fathers, and  dieem- 


ed  their  Privilege,  not  their  Burthen  :  .  Whereas 
in  relation  to  the  IlTue  of  her  who  was  not  thus 

/'  t  _  1.1  '  «  •  r* 


folemnly  taken,  it  was  otherwife; 
for  tbofe  might  be  *  caff  out  with 
the  Mother  ,  and  not  differed  to 


*  Gen  2i.  io. 
Sc  Gal.  4.  3c. 


partake  with  the  other  Sons ;  it  not  being  unfit 
that  they  fhould  lofe  a  Privilege,  whole  en¬ 
trance  into  the  world  was  not  anfwtrable  to  the 
Excellence  of  their  Nature.  v  . 

Neither  was  IlTue  defign’d  only  to  be  Honou¬ 
rable  by  Mariage,  but  Numerous  alfo  :  For  he 
who  created  Man  in  his  own  Image,  and  knew 
how  to  exert  bis  Goodnefs  to  the  beft  advantage, 
would  do  it  no  ctherwife  than  in  this  Bleffing, 


Be  fruitful ,  and  multiply ,  and  reple - 
m(b  the  earth  ;  as  if  there  could  not 


G.‘n.  1.  28. 


be  a  greater  Happinefs,  than  that  Man,  who 
wasfo  Excellent  in  his  Nature,  fhould  be  Large 
in  his  Number.  And  herein  he  may  feem  to 


have  a  Privilege  in  fome  fort  even  beyond  thofe 
Celellial  Beings  who  were  created  fuperior  to 
him.  They  indeed,  in  the  ftate  they  are  in, 


have  a  perpetual  Exiftence  ;  but  this  their 
Exiftence  is  inclofed  in  themfelves  alone,  and 
they  are  not  more,  nor  more  ever  will’be,  than 
they  hitherto  have  been.  But  Man,  tho  he  be 
fliort  in  his  Duration  here,  doth  yet  tranfmit 
himfelf  with  advantage  to  his  Offfpring,  who 
are  his  own  Flefh  and  Blood,  and  in  whom  he 


not  * 
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not  only  is  continued,  but  extended  and  enlar¬ 
ged  :  An  Ornament  this,  as  to  Human  Nature 
in  genera],  fo  more  peculiarly  to  thole  Perlons 
or  Families  who  have  above  others  been  thus  in- 
created  When  it  was  promifed  that  the  Ifr aehtes 
fhould  be  blefftd  above  all  people ,  the  chief  expreP 
fion  of  their  being  thus  blcffed,  was,  That  there 
fhould  not  be  male  nor  female  barren  among  themy 
Dcut .  7.  14.  And  the  happjnefs  of  Jemfalem 
after  its  Reiteration,  was  character  d  by  nothing 
more  than  this,  That  it  [bottl'd  be  full  o  f  Boys  ana 
,  Girls  playing  inthe  jlreets  thereof ,  Zech  8.  5*  And 
truly  the  Increale  of  Children  was.the  chief  rea* 
(on  why  (through a  conniv d-at  Irregularity  ) 
by  one  man  more  Wives  than  one  were  taken  ; 
it  beirfg,  as  they  thought,'  no  lefs  for  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  Marriage  to  give  Birth  to  Many  Chil¬ 
dren,  than  for  the  Credit  of  Children  to  have 
their  Way  made  into  the  World  by  Marriage. 
Hence  not  only  in  the  firjl  Agts>  when  the  earth 
was  to  be  peopled,  but  all  along  after,  when  it 
was  well  inhabited,  where  there  was  any  Wo¬ 
man  unfruitful  in  the  Wedded  ftate,it  was 
efteemed  a  Difgrace  to  her:  Even  Sarah  the 
Miftrefs  when  barren,  wasdefpiled 
in  the  eyes  of  her  Maid  :  And  this 
frmay  bethought  the  reafonof  the  Angels  words 
concerning  Elizabeth  f  (  S  Luke 1. )  This  is  the 
ftxth  month  with  her  that  was  (  by  way  of  Re¬ 
flexion  and  Reproach  )  called  barren. 

Nay,  when  any  Husband  had  the  unhappineis 
of  dying  without  Ilfue,  God  himlelf  was  plea- 
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fed  to  repair  his  Reputation.,  by  efta- 
n  ^  ‘  blifhing  a  Law  for  the  making  him 
in  fome  fort  fruitful  even  after  his  Death  ;* his 
Brother  being  commanded  to  take  his  P?eltB,  and 
raife  up  feed  to  the  deceafed .  The  denying  of 
Ca  uTiich,  through  envy  and  ill  na- 

.  en.  3  ,9.  ture,  to  £>?  was  a  great  Ingredi¬ 
ent  of  Onai? s  Tranfgreffion.  The  not  being 
continued  either  the  one  way  or  the  other1,  was 
efteemed  a  fad  effefl:  of  the  Divine  Difpleafure : 
And  fbme  there  are,  who  (though  I  dare  not 
fay  how  truly  )  interpret  the  Pumfhment  of  a 
fan? s  being  cut  off  from  his  people ,  to  be  meant,  of 
a  man’s  dying  Iffuelt  is,  and  leaving  none  behind 
him  other  wife  to  bear  his  Name.  Tis  certain 
it  was  a  Proverb  among  t he  Jews,  That  the  Man 
ivho  is  without  Children,  is  without  Life  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  this  came  as  no  mean  thing  into  the  ac- 

v  ^  count  of  thik  of  Solomm,  The  name 
tov.  io.  ^  ^  kicked  (had  rot. 

But  left  at  any.  time  (  as  who  knows  what 
Extravagancies  men  at  length  might  be  guilty 
pf  )  Luxurious  P leff, ores  fhould  prevail  over  Do- 
mejhck  Cares,  and  thcGreatuefs  of  Childrens  Num¬ 
ber  fhould  be  thought  a  Diminution  of  thz  Bi  f¬ 
fing,  God  from  t]:e  very  beginning,  and  fo  on¬ 
wards  to  future  Ages,  would  have  it  known, 
that  the  Btfiowirg  of  Children  did  fo  belong  to 
himfelf,  as  to  be  ina  peculiar  manner  efteemed 
his  Faio  r.  Thus  in  the  very^firft  Child  that 

was  born  into  the  world,  the  Mo¬ 
ther  faith,  I  have  gotten  *  Man  from 
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laid  where  elfe  it  will,  it  can  by  no  mean*  be  at¬ 
tributed  either  to  the  Bounty  of  theGmr,orthe 


Nature  of  the  Gift:  For  by  the  former  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  noble  Ends  were  defign  a  ;  and  in 
the  Utter  there  is  a  Power  of  profecuting  thole 
Ends  by  Actions  not  unfui  table.  The  not  exert¬ 
ing  of  which  Power  by  fuch  Actions,  will  be 
their  very  great  fault. 

All  thele  Honours  to  Children  are  nrmiy  con¬ 
tinued  under  the  Gofpd ,  with  the  addition  of 
one  more ,  much  greater  in  regard  of  their  regu¬ 
lar  and  decorous  coming  into  the  world,  not  only 
in  that  Marriage  is  reduced  to  its  Primitive  Per¬ 
fection  of  jojning  only  Two  together ,  and  making 
the  Conjunction  of  no  lefs  length  than  life,  (to 
the  honour  of  the  Female  Sex,  which  by  a  fre¬ 
quency  of  Divorces  had  been  undervalued  ) ; 

but  alfo,  and  chiefly,  in  that  it  is  ex-  hef  ? 
alted  into  a  very  great  my  fiery  :  by 
which  it  will  not  be  an  Untruth  to  fay,  that 
Children  are  now  more  holy  than  of  old  they 
were  :  and  that  Mothers,  however  the  Woman 

7  t>  a  hpirifT 
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being. m  the  Tranigreffion,  was  m forrow  to  brim 

forth ,  may  yet  find  Comfort  in  the  Promire"' 
That  they  fhall  be  faved,  f  in  0r 

i  Tim.  2.  k.  f  U>tl<ti>etrjpg. ,  if  they  continue  in 

.  ,  hardy  8c  C. 

Now,  Sir ,  ( to  look  back  a  Jittle  on  what  hath 
been  laid  )  Can  any  fo  far  forget  all  thefe  Ho¬ 
nours  that  have  been  done  to  Children,  and  the 
great  account  that  a  Numerous  IlTue  hath  been 
ot,  as  not  toefleem  them  by  fb  much  the  more 

WK  0W  i?lch  their  number  is  the  greater  ? 
J  hen  a  Jav,  or  Tome  Heathens,  would  objeft. 

That  Marriage  being  reftrained  by  our  Lord  to 
One  Man  and  One  Woman,  is  the  hindrance  of 
thole  larger  Progenies  which  they  through  more 
Wives  fo  much  defire  and  prize,  itfurelywill 
look  very  ill  if  a  Chriftian  fhall  think  much  and 

0  here  atid  thcre  a  Plentiful  Sight  of 
Children  as  an  Excefs,  where  thofi  others in  ge¬ 
neral  would  blame  the  Deftt,  I  know  it  is  faid, 

PU  D  TiraC  ^  e/ ncients  having  an  ex’ 

hefleftionson  ce!j.iVe  rac^‘rc  to  accomplifb  the  Pro- 
Gemfc.  iriiie  of  the  Memas,  and  not  know- 

ing ,of  whom  he  would  be  born,  did 
y  °.ne  hope  he  might  be  a  Defcendant  from 
i  hem  in  particular;  and  did,  therefore  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  their  Families  as  Numerous  as 
they  could  that  rhemfelves  or  feme  of  theirs 
>g*mclofehim  ;  butthereis  W  vnofuchrea- 

!on  to  defire  fuch  multiplied  Offfprings.  :  f  m 

And  yet  (to  reply  a  little)  .  Why  fliould 
tiers  not  be  as  much  reafori  for  Vs  to  defire  a 

Numerous 
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Numerous  Race,  as  to  the  Ancients  there  was? 
The  forementioned  Privilege  of  a  Meffias,  as  yet 
to  be  born ,  could  at  the  laft  have  been  properly 
but  to  one  Family,  or  one  Branch  of  a  Family, 
and  others  muft  in  lome  refpefts  have  mifs’d  of 
their  Hopes:  But  Our  Children,  how  many  loe- 
verthey  be,  have  a  certain  and  more  appropria¬ 
ted  Benefit  and  Honour  in  the  Meffias  now  come', 
fince  they  both  ought  to  be,  and  eafily  may  be, 
thole  whom  our  Lord  himfelf  hath  pronounced 
more  bleffed  than  the  Womb  that 
bare  him,  and  the  Paps  that ga-ve  him  u  ■I,-57>jS- 

fuck  ?  Did  we  confider,  that  when  a  Child  is 
born,  there  is  one  come  into  life,  who  is  lo  ma¬ 
ny  ways  the  Care  of  Heaven ,  and  prevented 
with  very  great  Bleffings  before  as  yet  his  Under- 
ftanding  is  come  to  him  ;  who  will  hereafter  be 
capable  of  doing  rational  Service  to  his  Maker, 
of  having  Righteoulhels  and  Goodnels  exercis’d 
towards  himTelf,  and  of  exercifing  the  like  Vir¬ 
tues  in  like  manner  towards  others.  And  were 
we  true  lovers  of  men,  and  fuch  as  would  not 
fliffer  lome  mean  Pieafures,  or  a  vain  fliew  in 
the  world,  to  outweigh  our  affe&ions  to  them, 
we  Ihould  from  a  larger  Mue  rather  efteem  it 
an  Excellence,  that  Human  Nature  is  thereby 
'  extended,  than  an  Inconvenience  that  the  Cares 
and  Solicitude  of  Life  are  thereby  increaled. 

And  yet  I  have  lometimes  thought  (not  with¬ 
out  fome  concern  )  how  much  efteem  they  pur- 
chafe,  what  large  honour  they  obtain,  who  are 
fo  fortunate  in  the  Field  as  to  flay  many ;  yea, 

though 
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though  perhaps  by  Treachery  and  Deceit ,  rather 


than  by  Courage  and  Valour .  If  Blood  be  fpilt, 
and  Lives  loft,  (  be  it  by  what  methods  there 
foever  )  ’tis  fufficient  both  for  a  Name  and  Re¬ 
ward :  Whereas  to  be  in  a  Lawful  and  Hone (l 
way  the  Author  of  the  Lives  of  Many ,  and  to 
beget  thole  who  poflibly  hereafter  may  fome 
way  or  other  be  very  beneficial  to  their  Country, 
is  look'd  upon  with  a  very  indifferent  eye.  Little 
is  laid  of  it  ;  little,  however,  to  the  perfcn's  ad¬ 
vantage:  He  is  thought  through  his  Family- 
Increafes  to  have  been  his  own  injury,  and  by 
living  Fetters  (  poor  man  )  to  be  deprived  of 
liberty.  So  much  more  glorious  is  it  to  deflroy , 
than  to  make  men)  and  to  give  Death  to  Ene¬ 
mies,  than  Birth  to  thofe  th^tt  will  in  the  next 
Age  be  Friends.  ,  * 

The  world.  Sir,  is  alter’d,  and  men  nowa¬ 
days  are  much  wtfr  or  much  worfe  than  in  ear¬ 
lier  Generations  they  were  ;  who  are  afraid  of 
what  they  fo  much  mflfd  for ;  who  look  upon 
the  Fruitfulnefs  of  Wives  tobzlefs  eligible  than 
their  Barrenness ;  and  had  rather  their  Families 
fhould  be  none,  than  large :  As  if  the  Commina- 
tion,  f  Write  this  man  childlefs ,  had 
t  Jer.  22. 30.  exchang’d  its  Malignity  with  this. 

Write  this  man  in  his  Offfpring  numerous  ;  and  the 
Gifts  of  God  norv  were  become  a  greater  Punifh- 
ment  than  heretofore  his  Denials  were.  I  yet 
fpeak  this  but  of  Some  ;  the  Age  hath  (  to  its 
Honour  )  its  wife  and  good  men^  who  though 
they  are  fewer,  do  noftvithftanding  much  out¬ 
weigh 
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weigh  the  other,  and  are  the  bed  drength  of  our 
Argument  againd  them. 

Thefe,with  the  foregoingConfiderations,may 
fomething  make  for  a  plenteous  Offspring,  and 
prevail,  if  not  for  its  being  defired  before-hand, 
yet  at  lead  for  its  being  ljumanely  received , 
and  not  difcontentedly  entertain’d  when  it  is 
come  :  Tho  truly  where  the  foundation  of  E- 
deem  and  Love  in  the  prefent  Cafe  is  fo  firmly 
laid,  there  fhould  1  e  not  merely  a  freedom  from 
Difcovtent ,  but  a  large  Gratefulnefs  and  Joy  on 
the  account  of  fuch  a  number,  and  the  greated 
Care  and  Sclicitoufnefs  for  their  well-doing. 
The  Parents  who  lee  themfelves  to  have  a  Mul¬ 
tiplied  Being  in  fo  Many,  and  luch  a  dole  intereft 
in*//of  them,  ( that  neither  can  fay,  that  any 
the, lead  part  in  any  of  them  belongs  lefs  to  the 
one  than  to  the  other,  but  equally  to  either ,  and 
wholly  to  both  )  may  well  drive  in  thofe  methods 
which  more  properly  belong  to  each,  whether 
dial!  outgo  the  other'in  carrying  on  the  welfare 
of  them  all.  And  they  will  not  do  amid,  if 
they  think  that  he  who  bedows  upon  them  fuch 
Gifts,  doth  fecretly  accompany  thefe  his  Gifts 
with  fuch  a  Arid  Chargs  as  this :  ‘  See  that  they 
[jS  return’d  to  me  anfwerable  to  what  they 
‘were,  when  fird  lent  to  you .  Let  their  Souls, 

*  which  are  capable  of  the  bed  Productions,  be 
‘  rightly  cultivated  j  and  on  fuch  Tables  as  are 
‘  yet  clean  and  unwritten,  let  the  noble  Chara- 

♦  £ters  of  Righteoufnefs.  and  Goodnefs,  and  De¬ 
motion,  and  all  other  Virtues  be  engraven.  Be 

.  *  *  it 

f  .  *  * 

*  ’.aii  *  < 
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‘  it  your  Care,  that  the  Number  which  was  fo 
*  great  to  you  by  my  Bounty,  may  not  become  lefs 
‘to  we  through  any  default  of  yours:  And in- 
‘deed,  happy  are  they  who  can  fay  as  once  our 
‘  B.  Lord  did  in  another  cafe,  Tbofe  that  thou  hafl 

‘ given  us  have  we  kept,  and  none  of 
John  17.  il.  <%emisloJl  J 

Thefe  things  being  premifed  ,  I  now ,  Sir, 
Will  anfwer  the  Objections :  Of  which  the  firft 
was  this,  viz.  The  Hindrance  that  Many  Chil¬ 
dren  are  to  great  Undertakings. 

Yet  furely  the  Educating  of  Children  well, 
is  it  felf  no  mean  Undertaking.  And  they  that 
by  Prudence  and  Diligence,  by  milder  Methods 
intermix’d  with  well- plac’d  Severities,  accom¬ 
pli  flfd  it,  bringing  up  fome  the  L  arned  way, 
others  tofuch  Callings  as  areUfeful  and  Credi¬ 
table,  yea,  though  in  due  circumftances,  to  the 
Plough  and  Spade,  afford  a  laudable  Advantage 
to, the  Commonwealth,  and  deferve  well.not  on¬ 
ly  of  the  prelent,  but  alfo  of  the  next  Generation. 
But  Great  Affions  and  Worthy  Defigns  re- 

*  PeSora  no  <Iu*re  a  Freedom  from  *  other  Cares , 
ftrT duTnon  lor  the  contriving,  and  Time  for  the 
admitcentia  executing  them  ;  which  (  they’il 
curas, juv.  fay  )  the  Father  of  a  Numerous, 

7  IiTuc  is  not  at  leifure  for.  We  will 

at  prefent  fuppofe  both  the  one  and  the  other  to 
be  fb  ;  yet  pofliby  he  may  by  lower  ullions^  (  as 
they  ufually  are  accounted)  no  lefs  increafe  his 
own  Welfare,  and  adminifter  to  that  of  the  N 
tion ;  fince  both  This  and  That  are  ordinarily  beft 

%  \  carried  , 
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carried  on  by  thofe  Methods  which  lye  neareft  to 
common  Induftry  ;  and  which  themoft  are  not 
unfit  forf  if  there  be  but  Will  and  Endeavours 
anfwerable  to  Abilities.  He  {hall  never  by  my 
confent  be  blamed  for  want  of  great  Aft  ions, 
who  in  a  prudent  manner  provides  for  his  own, 
fets  a  good  example  of  Induftry  toothers,  beats 
down  according  to  what  power  he  hath,  but 
chiefly  by  his  Praftice,  all  Irregularities  of  Life  % 
and  by  a  peaceable  Conversion  in  himielf,  and 
friendly  applications  to  others,  leaves  no  occafi- 
on  for  Law  to  force  Quietnefs  and  good  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  from  him  or  them. 

I  would  not,  Sir,  dilcourage,  nor  in  the  leaft 
undervalue  any  of  thole  things  that  carry  the 
efteemof  great  Undertakings :  Yet  truly  many 
of  them  when  they  are  accomplilhed,  are  rather 
an  Ornament  than  any  great  Advantage  to  a 
Kingdom  :  But  when  they  mifcarry,  (and  mif- 
carry  they  frequently  do  they  {hew  that  the 
Projectors  have  been  more  Mercurial  than  Wife  ; 
and  that  it  would  better  have  beleem’d  them  to 
have  afted  in  a  lower  Sphere ;  where  Reputa¬ 
tion,  tho  not  fo  great,  would  have  been  more 
fure ;  and  thePublick,  in  their  Private  Welfare, 
been  more  promoted. 

However,  let  us  imagine  Great  Undertakings 
not  to  mifcarry,  and  alio  to  be  no  lels  for  the 
Advantage  than  the  Ornament  of  the  Weal- 
Publick ;  yet  perchance  it  makes  not  a  little  for 
their  Honour  that  they  are  not  over-frequent ; 
they  would  lofeof  their  Remarkablenefsftould 
»  V  .  .  they 
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they  grow  too  thick;  and  it  is  no  more  requifite 
that  every  Family  fhould  afford  Heroick  Acti¬ 
ons,  than  that  it  fhould  give  Birth  to  Noble  Per- 
fonages.  It  is  fufficient  generally  for  the  Vul¬ 
gar  ,  that  Righteoufiieft ,  and  Kindnels ,  and 
other  Sociable  Virtues  be  exfercifed  by  them. 
And  thole,  Sir,  who,  forfboth,  are  therefore 
the  more  reckon’d  among  ( the  0?  II0AA0} )  the 
Many,  becaule  Themfzlves  are  Many,  may  leem 
to  aCt  their  Parts  fairly  enough,  if  they  in  fo 
even  and  quiet  a  manner  contribute  to  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Community,  as  to  let  very  Worthy 
Deeds  retain  their  Dignity,  and  not  become  left 
confpicuous  by  any  inordinate  acceffion  from 
them  to  their  number.  So  that  confider  we  thofe 
who  favour  not  a  Plentiful  OffTpring,  either  to 
be  fuch  as  are  Authors  and  Promoters  of  Great 
and  Ufeful  Defigns,  or  to  be  fuch  as  are  not :  If 
they  are  not  fuch,  they  have  no  realon  to  find 
fault  with  the  want  of  that  amongft  Many 
Children  ,  which  they  cannot  fhew  them  Telves. 
If  they  are  fuch,  it  is  furely  no  hard  matter  for 
them  to  be  content,  that  their  own  Worthy 
Deeds  are  of  an  higher  account,  from  an  Infre¬ 
quency  of  the  like  in  others;  when  yet  ufeful, 
though  more  common,  Virtues  are  conftantly 
praCtifed. 

But  yet,  in  good  truth,  I  believe  that  Fa¬ 
thers,  upon  whom  the  Cares  of  many  Children 
have  lain,  have  no  left  carried  on  Brave  Defigns 
than  others.  If  you  will  allow  of  an  Example 
or  two ;  we  find  that  the  Four  Sons  and  Five 

'  Daugh ~ 
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Daughters  of  Jppius  Claudius,  whom  Cicero 
fpeaks  of  Co  often  with  refpeft ,  were  no  fuch 
Hindrance  to  him,  but  that  he  could  to  the  belt 
advantage  manage  the  greateft  Concerns  of  the 
Roman  State.  And  Eratimus  an  Arabian  King, 
from  the  great  Confidence  (  as  Juft  in  tells  us. 
Lib.  1 1.  )  which  he  had  in  his  very  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Sons,  invaded  Syria  and  Egypt,  and  railed 
his  own,  theirs,  and  his  Countrey’s  Name  there-’ 
by.  Or  if  you  had  rather  have  an  Inftance  from 
Times  fomething  later,  f  Tancred, 
the  Lord  of  Hautevil,  coming  into  Cofm^ 
Apuha  about  the  year  1008.  with 
his  Twelve  Sons,  to  the  Aid  of  the  Greeks  againlt 
the  Saracens ,  (who  before  with  the  joint  ftrength 
of  thofe  Greeks,  having  gotten  the  better  of  the 
Germans  there,  ftrove  now  in  bitter.  Wars  with 
their  Allies’ for  the  foie  Command.)  by  the  Con- 
du£t  and  Valour  of  thofe  his  Sons,  together  with 
bis  o  vn,  drove  out  from  thence  the  Ufurpmg  Sa¬ 
racens.  And  afterwards,  when  he  was  ill  treat¬ 
ed  by  thole  whom  he  gave  affiftance  to,  and 
contrary  to  Covenants  was  denied  his  Juft  Right 
in  the  Divifionof  the  Spoils,  he,  with  his  Do¬ 
me  flick  Number, which  infpinted  the  Larger  Num¬ 
bers  of  his  Soldiers,  punilhed  the  Ungrateful 
Greeks  fo,  as  to  make  them  feek  Habitations  elfe- 
where,  and  planted  in  Apulia  a  fourfold  Succeffion 
of  Norman  Kjngs ;  which  might  have  been 
much  more  lading,  had  there  been  that  Love 
:  *  Faithfulnefs  in  a  following  Tancred  towards 

;fter,  (to  whom  the  Crown  was  due  )  as 
»  there 
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there  was  in  the  firfty  and  his  no  lefs  Brave  than 
N timer owsOfffpringone  towards  another.  Should  it 
belaid,  ThattoPerfons  of  fuch  Eminent  Rank 
the  Hindrances  are  taken  off  by  thofe  many 
Privileges  they  enjoy ,  which  men  of  Inferior 
Quality  cannot  pretend  to;  I  might  anfwer. 
That  even  to  thofe  of  a  Meaner  Station,  a  Plen¬ 
tiful  Iffue  is  not  fuch  an  Hindrance  as  is  pretend¬ 
ed:  And  what  their  Number  hath  in  fome  re- 
fpe£t  given  check  unto  ,  one  or  other  of  that 
number  hath  in  other  refpe&s  abundantly  made 
up.  So  that  it  is  but  the  taking  the  compals  of  a 
few  years,  and  more  is  done  by  the  Father  and 
his  Many,  than  could  have  been  expected  to  be 
done  by  Hmfelf  alone ,  or  by  only  fome  few  de¬ 
fending  from  him.  It  is  ufually  by  fuch  as 
thefe,  whole  Induftry  is  whetted  by  their  N umber , 
that  great  Affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad  are 
kept  up.  Among  thefe  we  may  find  Divines  in 
the  Temple,  Philofophers  in  the  Schools,  Plead¬ 
ers  atfthe  Bar,  Merchants  in  the  Exchange,  and 
Soldiers  in  the  Field  s  while  the  Only  Son  often 
finks  in  Luxury  and  Ignorance,  and  lives  a  bur¬ 
then  to  himfelf,  and  little  profitable  to  others. 

I  muff  confefs,th Qgreatefl  Perfection  confifteth 
in  Vnity ;  and  the  Great  God  that  is  perfectly 
One ,  can  therefore,  becaufe  he  is  fo,  do  all  things 
without  needing  the  affiftance  of  any  :  But 
Number  is  for  the  moft  part  requifite  with  Vs 
for  great  Undertakings  ;  for  we  being  deficient 
in  our  felves,  muff  neceffarily  call  in  the  Aids  of 
others,  or  not  One  Noble  Deed,  it  may  be,  in 

aThoufand  < 


Having  Many  Children l  ?  J 

a  Thoufend  would  be  accomplifhed.  Great 
Aftions,  Sir,  confift  either  in.the  acquiring  what 
things  as  &  good  or  the  defending  our  felves  aga;ntfc 
what  things  are  evil ;  and  with  refpeCl  to  both 
thefe,  Children  are  (  by  a  King  of  great  Deiigns 
and  much  Experience  )  compared  to  arrows  in 
the  hand  of  a  giant :  And  he  is  itiled 

happy  man  who  hath  his  quiver  full 
of  them.  .What  may  he  not  obtain  who  is  thus 
appointed  ?  and  whom  may  he  fear,  who  is  after 
this  manner  arm’d  ?  Such  a  Number  will  have 
no  caule  to  be  afhamed,  but  dare  /peak  with  ene¬ 
mies  in  the  qate. 

And  yet  further,  Sir,  AS  ions  may  be  ftiled 
Great,  not  only  abfolutely ,  but  according  to  the 
Rank  in  which  perfons  are.  The  better  manu¬ 
ring  of  Ground,  and  producing  out  of  it  more 
fruitful  Harvefts,  is  a  deed  as  commendable  in  a 
meaner  Station,  as  the  obtaining  great  Gonquefts 
in  an  higher.  ,1  bus  the  f  Man  who 
before  the  Senate  was  accufed  of 
W itchcraft,  becaufe  his  little  Land  ,  8.  Nat.  Hiff  ■ 
was  fertile  beyond  that  of  his  )• 

Neighours  which  lay  round  about  him,  would 
have  given  fome  caule  for  the  Sufpicion,  had  he 
not  had  a  lufty  Daughter  to  handle  a  Shovel  and 
Dung-fork  with  him  :  Thele  were  his  Witch - 
crafts  :  And  greater ,  no  doubt,  they  would 
have  been,  had  his  Laborious  Daughter  been  well 
aided  by  Laborious  Sons ,  and  his  Field  large 
enough  for  their  Induftry.  I  am  fure  the  old 
Romans  ■>  who  well  underftood  themfelves,  if 

C  there 
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rfsprp.  wpr*p  Knr  fhp  Niimhvr .  did  not  ciueftion  the 


well  (  you  fee ,  Sir  ,  how 


well  Fd  wifh  you  )  the  trample  were  follow¬ 
ed  in  other  Na  ions,  and  the  Reward  increas’d 
according  as  Iffuefliould  further  increale.  In¬ 
deed  thole  who  from  the  word  Proles  (  an  Off- 
jfpring)  had  the  Name  of  Proletarii7  were  of 
the  loweft  among  the  hix  Ranks  the  Roman  Peo¬ 
ple  were  divided  into:  But  being  by  reafon  of 
their  Meanriefs  no  o^her  way  remarkable,  they 
had  this  Appellation  ( the  beft  which  their  Cir- 
cumftances  would  bear)  from  the  Benefit  they 
brought  through  their  Children  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth.  And  that  they  were  not  in  a  contemp¬ 
tuous  way  thus  call'd,  the  great  Value  which  a 
Numerous  Progeny'was  of,  even  among  the 
Greateft,may  abundantly  (hew  :  For  from  luch, 
the  very  Confular  Dignity  (which  was  the 
higheft  )  received  a  yet  further  A  ddition  of  Ho¬ 


nour;  the  *  Lex' Julia  ordering. 
That  He  of  the  Two  Confuls  who 
had  the  more  Children)  fhould  have 


*  Godrv.  Rom. 
Ant.  I  3. 


the  Precedence.  *  W  hich  gbesus.to  underftand, 
That  though  there  might  brother  very  large 
Accomplifl  ments,  yet  that  of  a  Plenteous  Iflua 
(  as  if  in  luch  feme  very  Noble  Actions  had  been 
done,  or  fbme  Worth  more  than  ordinary  had 


been 
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been  iiiclofed  )  was  efteemed  to  confer  an  Excel¬ 
lence  beyond  them. 

Neither  was  there  Credit  only  and  a  Reward 
tothofewho  by  their  Offfpring  contributed  to 
the  Common  Welfare,  but  to  fitch  as  by  avoid¬ 
ing  Marriage  did  not  do  it,  there  was  Punilh- 
meot  alfo  affix’d,  and  Deputation :  For  the 
*  Pap.  Popp Law  in  Augufius  s 
time,  ordain’d,  that  their  Effates  at  ral  a/CV  Cunt 
their  Death  Qtould  be  inherited  not  Nocis  Savilii. 
by  Kindred  and  Relations,  but  by  _ 

the  People  of  Rome  y  it  being  judg  d  fit  that  thele 
fhould  in  fome  fort  have  amends  made  them  by 
an  addition  to  their  Treafure ,  when  thus  by^  & 
fault  there' was  no  Increafe  of  their  Number.  In¬ 
deed  asTimesthen  went,  the  interpofing  of  the 
Publick  Judgment  was  no  more  than  neceflary 
for  the  preventing  the  common  Practice  which 
was  grown  very  prejudicial  to  the  State ;  and  is 
the  fault  not  of  that  Age  alone  i  But  this  we! 
may  fay,  That  if  hereby  -the  Men  were  in  any 
meafure  wrought  upon  to  fecure  themlelves 
from  the  Penalty  of  a  Single  Life,  the  good  la  o- 
mtn  {hewed  their  Willingnefs  to  tenure  them  oi. 
a  Reward  in  the  Married  one  ;  Excipiendo  f as 
Ovid  fpeaks,  Fall.  1.  2.  )  fecund*  pat  tenter  ver¬ 
bena  Dextr <e,  by  cheerfully  admitting  the  Lanes 
of  the  Luperci ;  which  (  as  T radition  had  taught 
them  )  were'efteemed  of  great  force  towards  a 

Fruitfulnefs.  __  .  , 

And  truly  the  Numerous  Offfpring  are  they 

whom  we  may,  realbnably  expeft  tnoft  good 

c  2  fromj 
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from  ;  fince  they  are  educated  not  with  that 
fond  TenJernefs  which  One  alone ,  or  a  ftw,  are 
commonly  ufed  to :  For  when  they  are  capable 
of  underffandingthemfelves,  they  hear  it  often 
repeated  to  them,  That  their  Induftry  and  the 
Blefling  of  God  is  chiefly  to  be  trufted  to  by 
them  ;  That  what  is  like  to  be  left  them  will  do 
well,  if  they  be  careful  and  diligent  in  a  Cal¬ 
ling,  but  otherwife  will  ftand  them  in  little 
Read,  and  to  their  fhame  Will  quickly  be  at  an 
end:  And  they  are  kept  employ’d  in  matters 
ft  for  them  ;  though  fometimes  the  Sweat ,  and 
fometimes  Tears  trickle  down  5  and  all  this 
whde  are  not  the  Lfs  truly  %  but  the  more  manly 
Jcved.  By  fuch  methods  they  are  train’d  up  to 
be  ccnflderate  and  provident,  and  are  fitted  for 
living  well,  and  affiog  laudably  in  the  wofld  : 
Wh  ch  yet  had  a  greater  Encouragement  added 
to  i:  in  the  State s  which  (  we  (aid  )  allowed  a 
Reward  to  the  Parent  of  Many  Children:  For 
he  might  urge,  That  it  would  be  a  Reproach  to 
Them ,  on  whole  account  he  had  fuch  a  Boon 
granted,  if  They  fhouid  not  by  Sobriety  and  Se- 
duloufnefs  be  in  every  refpe£l  anfwerab’e  t<3  it. 
And  this  might  be,  as  a  great  Reftraint  from 
Idle  and  Vicious  Courfes,  fo  an  effectual  Spur 
to  Commendable  Atchievments.  *  .  r 

Neither  let  it  be  (aid,  That  the  Scarcity  of 
Men  in  the  Roman  Empire  might*require  this, 
but  the  Excels  with  us  forbids  it ;  and  conic-  , 
quently  makes  that  Number  which  the  Puhlick 
State  doth  not  need,  to  be  a  Burthen  to  Private 

Families : 


( 

i 
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Families :  For  tho  I  pretend  not  infight  into  the 
oreat  Concerns  of  Nations,  yet  I  think  I  may 
Without  arrogance  affirm.  That  it  would  be 
much  more  for  the  Publick  Welfare,  1  w  ieie 
there  are  Three  of  either  Sex,  there  were  at  kajt 
Four.  Our  Compafs  would  well  bear,  and  out 
plenty  abundantly  maintain  it;  if  fo  be  by  the 
accefs  of  Number,  Induftry  (as  it  may  not  be 
fear’d  but  it  would  )  might  be  increased.  1  he 
reafon  of  fo  many  wandring  about,  and  begging 
their  Bread,  to  the  fhame  of  our  Nation,  is 
that  over- plenty  which  can  tolerate  fuch  Oi  ones 
to  be  fo  maintained.  But  were  our  Inhabi¬ 
tants  as  »  a»y  as  our  Store  ot  Provifionsus  ?re^/, 
there  would  in  the  main  not  be  lelsol  Neceffa- 
ries  and  Conveniences  but  more  of  \$p\  10  u1’ 
nefs  and  Diligence  •,  while  many  We#  would 
be  at  work  to  find  out  new  Methods  of  Advan¬ 
tage,  and  Hands  in  all  peaces  employ  d  for  the 
every-way  compleating  them.  Confiaer  the 
vaft  Numbers  in  the  Low-Countries,  fo  mucn  ex¬ 
ceeding  ours  for  their  fpace  of  ground  ;  j-J' 
great  Thriving  of  that  People,  notwithftandmg 
thofo  prodigious  Expcnccs  they  aie  * 

maintaining  their  State  both  in  War  and  Peace  ; 
and  you  can  afcribe  their  great  Undertakings 
and  the  Succefs  of  them,  to  nothing  fo  much  as 
their  Number, '  and  their  Induftry  proceeding 
therefrom.  This  is  certain,  that  were  our  Peo¬ 
ple  more,  there  would  be  lefs  of  that  lMenefs. 
which  is  the  great  Corrupter  of  Quiet  Times  , 
and  in  thofe  of  War  there  would  be  a  greyer 
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vvillingnefs  in  the  common  fort  to  make  and  re- 
cruit  the  Forces  defign’d  for  fighting,  fince  the 
Step  to  the  Camp  is  much  fhorter  from  the  doing 
Something ,  than  from  the  doing  Nothing :  For 
men  may  be  fomewhat  excufed,  if  they  had  ra¬ 
ther  (  when  it  is  fo  freely  held  out  to  them  )  eat 
their  Bread  with  Eafe  and  Security,  than  ven¬ 
ture  their  Lives  againft  an  Enemy.  I  will  not 
make  the  Inference  from  all  this:  Tiseafyto 
fee  how  a  good  ftore  of  Children  is  fo  far  from 
hindring  great  Defigns  and  A&ions,  that  they 
much  contribute  to  them. 

i  i 

'  V  w  *  uflt*  «  /  »  *  \ 

Bin  to  take  one  hint  or  two  out  of  Holy  Writ* 
not  unappofire  to  the  matter  in  hand.  Time  hath 
been  the  being  Inftrumental  to  the  raiftng 
of  a  Religious  Ojffpring ,  was  termed  the  doing 
rvorthilj  tn  Ephrata ,  and  being  famous  in  B  thlt- 
hem:  A  Phrafe higher  than  which  a  very  great 
Undertaking  can  hardly  either  deferve  or  bear. 
And  the  Jews  (as  before  was  faid )  honoured 
the  Houfe  of  Marriage  with  the  Title  of  Houfe 
of  Praifie;  not  only  (as  I  conceive)  with  re¬ 
lation  to  God ,  but  to  the  Conjugal  Pair  alfo  ;  as 
if  Praife  were  above  others  deferved  by  them* 
who  after  this  manner  contributed  to  the  Iq- 
ereaie  of  their  People :  Fcrthus  ("Pfal.  78,63.) 
Their  Maidens  here  not  praifed%  is, rend  red,  were 
not  given  in  Marriage .  lam  fure  that  fignal  Te- 
ftimony  of  Refpeff  which  Solomon  gaveto  thofe 
who  had  newly  entred  the  Married  State,  was 
ycry  expreflive  of  this:  For  in  his  Glorious 

^  7  Jem-  , 


'1* 


f  Druf.  pr«- 
ter  it. 

Godro.  Mof.  U 
Aaron. 
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Temple  {  as  f  Writers  of  Jmi(b 
Affairs  tell  us)  he  built  one  Gate 
of  Eminent  Note  on  pur  pole  for 
them  to  pals  through  ,  tuat  they 
miaht  have  the  concurrent  Salutati 
ons8  and  Prayers  of  the  People  ;  which  were  to 
this  effect  *  ‘  That  he  who  had  his  Dwelling  in 

‘  that  Houfe  would  make  them 

‘fruitful  Womb.  As  if  all  both  Private  and  PuOuCtt 

Welfare  proceeded  therefrom.  And  ,  s./;,  Vj[ 
as  a  *  Learned  Perfon  informs  us,  Hsb 
they  look’d  upon  the  man  who  ob- 
ftinktely  refilled  Marriage,  to  be  allied  rO  tin ole 
who  violated  the  Sixth  Commandment  .  He  n 
fome  refpea  ttkwg  away  life,,  f 1 te."  he,  “ 

be Sf  fuS  value  in  himfelf,  and  God’s  Favour  the 
greater  when  the  Number  is  mcrealed  ,  the 
Actions  that  are  concerned  in  bringing  up  »  Nu¬ 
merous  Offspring*  do  obtain  a  Worth  from  the 
Dignity  of  their  Nature,  and  from  their  Num¬ 
ber  too,  about  whom  they  are  conversant-  _ 
But  what  is  chiefly  to  be  con  edered  is  this  , 
viz.  That  This  World  is  as  it  were  zNurfery  fo. 
a  better  ;  which  through  God  s  Infinite  Goo  - 
Lfe  is  to’be  furnithed  with  Inhabitants  in  great 
meafure  from  hence,  if  thev  flia'l  be  found  Aor- 
thv  of  fo  great  a  Favour :  And  this  is  thw  chie 
end  of  our  being  born  ;  without  which  a  life 
here  would  be  very  mem,  and  hardly ’worth  living. 
S  #  *e  g.r  ft  gtaou 

foever  they  may  look,  which  reach  no  furthm 


r  r  .  t 
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rfTh^r  Aft!iru  hcre>  are  in  reality  much  fibort 
or  that  which  tends  to  the  fitting  our  Children 

:  ^‘ld  1  ma?  fay  them,  in  the 

l  ’  u°l  hrXrth  t00’  by  their  being  in- 
ftrufted  in  all  thole  Virtues  which  fhall  render 

fonTrhW°rMy  °f  Meem  a"d  Love.  Audi 
hope  their  Number  will  be  thought  fo  far  from 

“2vS  defign,  that  it  will  rather  much 
commend  it,  in  that  it  makes  it  t he  greater,  and 
confeouently  of  greater  Worth.  This  is  an  Un- 

Xnklhgrtherg0ud  effeas  of  u’hich  (hall  la  ft, 

S  h  ,  °[e  °f  °thers  .< tho  of  great  Prudence 
r.  ^  w.1,he  forgotten:  And  its 

ewar  I  then  chiefly  be  given,  when  the 
Rewards  pf  other  things  fliall  dye  with  us.  And 

ItLfr  °m  a  Sm  will  it  be,"  to  fee  in  Heaven 
flgoodl-athet  encompatfed  with  a  fair  number 

O;  thole  who  were  once  his  Children;  towhom 

his  virtuous  and  religious  (/ringing  up ,  hath  been 
highiy  mftrumental  for  the  hanging  them  thither ; 
ana  where  Xv,th  mutual  rejoicings  in  one  ano¬ 
ther,  they  increafeone  another’s  Happinefs  ?  So 
worthy  a  work  was  the  inftilling  of  vvholfome 
Precepts  thought  to  be,  even  among  thofe  that 

tfuv.  Sat.  7.  Wer°  not  Chriftian,  that  the  f  Sa~ 

rp,  ,  tyr!ft  cou.d  not  forbear  wifhing, 

S~V  !  Eft  Wfbt  l?e  eafy  and  light  upon  the  J£  ' 
,  .  i  Severs  and  a  perpetual  Spring  adorn 

*her  F  Th*  "  ^  4  R0°^  ^nftru^or  as  “no- 

Whok  ti  *5*  Honour  then is  due  *<> him 

than  a  A  "n  m°re  3  Father'  b>'Na™re, 

pan  a  Maflpr  by  Precepts  an^l  CounfeJ  ?  He 

'  1  who 


1 
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who  amidft  fiich  Confiderations  fhall  account 
God’s  making  even  the  Poores  Family  like  a  Flock ,  to 
be  an  Hindrance, not  a  Blefling ;  and  will  not  own 
them .  when  round,  about  the  Table ,  to  be  like  Olive 
Branches ,  deferves  that  there  fhould  be  in  lus 
houie  a  Mtfcarrying  Womb,  and  Dry  Breafts ,  as  a 
Punilbment  to  him  ;  and  that  the  Undertakings 
which  he  is  thus  (  above  others  )  at  ieifure  for, 
fhould  them;elv<s  prove  abortive  ;  or  have  none 
to  inherit  the  Honour  of  them  after  him,  it  luc- 

ceisful.  ■■  , ,  ,  r 

And  here,  Sir,  could  I  be  heard  by  all  thole 

Families  abroad,  wherein  are  Many  Brethren , 
and  dll  One  Miris  Sons ,  I  would  give  them  this 
Counlel,  That  as  they  are  a  Number ,  lo  they 
would  not  be  +  merely  a  +  ^  Numen!S  fu- 
N umber  5  as  if  born  for  no  mus,  &  fiuges  confu- 
other  end  but  to  eat  and  mere  Nati.  *- 

drink  And  as  they  are  Ma  ***** ' 
m  in  Number ,  fo  they  would  be  One  in  Affecti¬ 
ons  ;  aQing  (in  juft  Enterpriz.es)  as  much  as 
may  be,  with  a  conjoin’d  ftrength;  helping 
among  themfelves  thole  (hat  are  more  flow  but 
con (1  ant ;  and  confirming  thofe  that  are  Itfsfure, 
but  quick ;  hereby  living  a  Confutation  of  tnat 
Contumely  which  is  laid  upon  their  Number. 
We  laid  they  were  as  Arrows  \  and  tnele  ^  as 
*  Scilurus  told  his  Eighty  Sons)-  *A  d  Plut 
when  ftpar  sited  may  eafily  be  bro- 
feen,  but  when  tied  clofe  together,  no  force  can 
ftir  tliem.  This  Brotherly  and  Aftive  Temper 
js  that  which  Nature  requires  of  them,  which 
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their  Parents  earneftly  command  and  expc£t, 
and  which  all  good  men  would  much  rejoice  at; 
it  affording  a  grateful  Entertainment  to  all 
around  them ;  fince  it  is  a  good  and  pleafant  thing 
for  Brethren  thus  to  dwell  together  in  Unity.  If 
ever  good  Defigns  and  Commendable  A&ions 
fail  amongft  them,  it  is  not  becaufe  they  are  Nu¬ 
merous ,  but  becaufe  their  Number  is  as  it  were 
broken ;  the  Breach  for  +  want  of  Af- 
fetticns  being  no  lefs  deftruSive 
Jrefcunt^nijC  than  that  by  Death ;  but  fuch  as 
cor  did  maxima  over  and  above  brings  Dfreputation 

Sa.  anJ  Refroach  y  which  the  other  is 
wholly  free  from. 

A  Second  Thing  againft  a  Numerous  Offfpring 
is,  lb  at  a  Free  and  Generous  Way  of  Living  is 
thereby  maim'd  and  cut  (loort. 

I  muff  needs  own,  Sir,  That  where  Many 
Children  ate  to  be  bred  up,  an  Eftate  in  its  being 
laid  out,  is  to  look  towards  i  hem  ,  *w  hich  otber- 
wifb  we  might  ufe  wholly  in  HofpitalityztthQ 
Table,  Chanty  at  the.  Door;  Religious  Actions 
towards  Sacred  Perfons  or  Things ,  and  Generous 
Deeds  abroad,  whereever  occafion  fhall  make 
room  for  them  :  For  he  that  hath  none  his  Heir, 
may  if  he  plealebehis  own  Executor,  and  di¬ 
vide  his  Patrimony  betwixt  Heaven  and  Earth  > 

I  mean,  to  Ufes  Sacred  and  Civil. 

But  thothisBe  truly  commendable,  (and  the 
more  fb,  becaufe  fo  rarely  done ;  infomuch  that 
we  with  Praifes  wifh  Eternal  Bleflings  on  his 
j-  '  ’  Read  , 

.  *>  :  ,•  &  ,  f  •,  :  r 


o 


fJaYmg  Many  Children.  .  45 

Head  that  doth  it'),  yet  1  cannot  tel l but  Religi¬ 
ous  and  Prudent  Education  of  Children  is  alto¬ 
gether  as  well-pleafing  unto  God ;  and  conft- 
quently  (  for  from  Hm  we  are  to  take  the  true 
Worth  of  things  )  to  be  no  lefs  well efteem’d  of 
by  difcreet  and  confidering  men:  For  why 
fhould  Hofpitality  to  Strangers  be  preferr’d  be¬ 
fore  the  Care  of  a  man’s  own  Family  ?  And 
why  open  handednefs  abroad,  before  a  provi¬ 
dent  laying  up  at  home  ?  The  former  hath  in¬ 
deed  more  of  Pomp ,  and  makes  a  better  Figure, 
but  the  Utter  no  lefs  of  Virtue  and  Intrinftck  Ex¬ 
cellence.  So  that  a  Free  and  Generous  Way  of 
Living  is  fo  far  from  being  maim’d  and  cut  fhort 
by  a  Numerous  Iifue,  that  it  willingly  puts  oil  in 
good  meafure  its  own  Gaiety,  and  yields  to  a 
Virtue  not  lefs  in  its  felf,  but  in  the  prefent  Cir- 
cum  fiances  more  necejj. ary.  Not  but  that  fill  l  it  is 
to  he  exerci^d j  yet  with  jfioTtQnut'wTt^  snd  loiiiS 
Reftraint ;  that  it  may  allow  room  for  Natural 
Affe£tion,  enobled  with  Religious  Confiderati- 
on  ;  and  be  it  felf  not  the  lefs fHofpit  able,  by  ad¬ 
mitting  other  Virtues  to  fit  ( if  I  may  fo  fpeak  ) 
at  Table  together  with  it.  Yea,  it  grows  prudent 
for  it  felf,  in  yielding  Provifion  to  thole  who 
{ball  live  to  exercife  Generofity  and  Munificence 
in  the  following  Age  ;  which  in  a  Angle  Perfon 
might  fpend  themfelves  fo  much  now,  as  sifter 
fome  years  to  be  nothing  at  all. 

And  even  thefe  Perfons  with  whom  I  now  ar¬ 
gue,  will  acknowledge  what  I  fay  to  be  juft. 
For*  when  any  one  lives  extremely  Generous, 
<T  ■  and 
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and  hath  the  Name  of  Hof^ltable  and  Liberal 
among  thofe  of  the  firft  Rank ;  if  when  he  dies 
lie  leaves  his  Children  fo  meanly  provided 
for,  that  their  Education  cannot  be  creditably 
carried  on  and  maintain’d,  Thefe  will  be  apt  to 
fay,  That  he  fhould  have  lived  Wifely  rather  than 
Splendidly  i  That  it  would  have  been  better  his 
Offering  fhould  have  fpoken  forth  his  Care  and 
Kjndnefs  after  his  Death,  than  Men  of  little  Rtla » 
tion  to  him  his  Freer,  tfs  only  in  his  Life.  And  it 
may  be  too,  they’l  fpeak  of  Children  and  their 
bringing  up,  with  more  kindnefs  and  fervor, 
and  give  them  more  the  Precedence,  even  to  a 
well-regulated  Greatnefs,  where  no  Iilue  is , 
than  in  modefty  we  could  defire  they  fhould. 

But  then,  Sir,  How  Mean  is  that  Free  and 
Generous  Way  of  Jiving  which  is  by  fome  ac¬ 
counted  fuch  ?  Which  confifts  chiefly  in  the 
feeking  after  Pleafu res,  and  the  Luxurious  Pro- 
vifions  for  them;  and  fetms  then  to  have  at¬ 
tain’d  the  chief  end,  when  it  doth  not  fo  much 
entertain , '  as  effeminate  and  imbrute  men.  What 
if  Children  will  not  allow  the  fpending  of  fo 
much  time  in  the  Park  or  Play-houfe  ;  the  go¬ 
ing  fo  rich  in  Cloaths  •  the  Gaming  io  high  ; 
the  keeping  lb  great  a  Train  of  Attendants  >  and 
the  being  never  free  from  the  Vifits  of  many, 
who  are  rather  only  known,  ( if  fo )  than  known 
to  be  Friends  ?  One  of  Prudence,  tho  he  had  no 
Children,  would  not  efteem  thefe  things  to  be 
lb  effential  to  a  free  way  of  living,  as  that  it 
could  be  no  fuch  thing  without  them."  Yea, 

poflibly 
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podibly  be  would  alcount  even  real  Chains  and 
Fetters  ro  be  not  greater  hindrances  of  true  Li¬ 
berty  and  a  Generous  Converfe,  than  7#e/2are. 
Why  then  fhould  many  Children  be  faid  to  cut 
fhort  that  Freedom  of  Living  which  a  wife  man 
with  only  few  or  none*  would  not  defire  ?  Nay, 
would  ftudioufly  avoid  y  as  a  greater  Burthen 
than  all  the  Cares  of  a  Numerous  Family  come, 
to.  Compare,  Sir,  the  one  and  the  other*  a 
large  Number  of  Children  (in their  ufualCir- 
cumftances  )  and  this  free  and  generous  way  of 
living,  (as  it  is  called)  and  fay  whether  is  ra¬ 
ther  to  be  chofen.  To  what  account  will  it 
arife,  fo  many  years  irregularly  gone,  and  hard¬ 
ly  one  day  truly  lived?  So  great  an  Income 
fpent,  without  fo  much  as  any  Virtue  admini- 
ftred  to  ?  So  much  Rich  Attire  worn,  and  it 
may  be  not  one  Poor  Back  cloathed  ?  So  many 
received  at  Table,  who  poflibly  remember  it 
not  to  morrow,  unlefs  by  the  fruits  of  yefter- 
days  Excefs  ?  But  then  on  the  other  fide,  how 
well  does  it  look,  when  days  are  fpent  in  In- 
duftry,  and  nights  in  reft,  and  both  keep  their 
places,  without  the  being  one  turn’d  into  the 
other?  When  what  God  hath  given  us  is  laid 
out  to  the  ends  for  which  he  gave  it ;  the  exer- 
cifeof  Virtue,  and  the  nourifhing  up  of  thofe 
who  Ihall  exercife  it  when  we  are  gone  ?  When 
by  righteous  methods  an  Eftate  is  kept,  increa- 
fecf,  or  gotten,  and  Children  are  bred  up  fit  to 
inherit  it  ?  When  nothing  is  feen  within,  that 
young,  yet  obferving,  years  can  learn  ill  from  ; 
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but  from  the  whole  management  of  things  have 
a  fair  foundation  laid  of  a  virtuous  courfe  of 
life  ?  I  need  not  doubt,  Sir,  whether  of  thefe 
two  will  be  the  more  approved  of  by  you,  but 
will  venture  with  iome  affurance  to  add  this, 
Thatthoan  Eftate  may  many  ways  be  laudably 
employed,  yet  it  cannot  any  way  be  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  ufed  for  the  defigns  of  God  and 
Nature  (which  are  the  chief  in  all  things)  than 
in  the  right  educating  of  Children  ;  which  is  a 
contributing  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  to  God’s  pre- 
ferving  and  well-governing  the  world  ;  without 
which  it  would  go  into  diforder  and  confu- 
fion. 

But  why,  Sir,  fhoulda  Numerous  Offfpring 
be  fet  in  oppofition  to  a  free  and  hofpitable  way 
of  living?  To  do  the  Parents  of  fuch  Right,  I 
can  with  truth  fay,  that  I  never  have  found 
more  Hofpitality  with  am,  than  I  have  with 
tbife,  according  to  the  different  Qualities  they 
have  had :  With  thole  of  better  Rank,  Tables 
richly  furnifhed,  and  a  mod  free  Reception: 
With  thole  of  a  Midile  Station,  that  which  a 
Friend  would  chiefly  defire,  viz,.  Plentiful  En¬ 
tertainment,  without  Oftentation,  and  an  hearty 
Welcome:  And  methinks  their  very  number 
of  Children  may  fometimes  alio  feem  to  con¬ 
tribute  both  to  the  being  Hofpitable  and  Chari¬ 
table  :  The  daily  Provifion  for  fo  many  can  ufually 
well  allow  a  room  for  a  Friend;  and  the  Ta¬ 
bles  Fragments,  and  Off-caft  Garments,  afford 
Food  and  Cloathing  for  the  Hungry  and  Naked. 

Nay* 
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Nay,  it  hath  beeh  a  pertinent  Obfervation,how 
much  fbme  Families  full  of  Children,  near  unto 
thole  which  have  had  none,  C  as  if  in  feveral  pla¬ 
ces  they  were  let  on  purpofe  for  the  Companion  ) 
have  much  outgone  them  in  a  free  and  credita¬ 
ble  way  of  living,  when  there  hath  been  an  equal 
or  greater  Income  to  the  fewer.  Among  the 
Fruitful  hath  been  Opennefs  and  truly  good 
Neighbourhood ;  God  Almighty  unaccountably 
bleffing  them  according  to  their  Number  :  A- 
mong  the  other ,  a  clolenels  and  unhofpitable 
Temper ;  and  this  not  to  the  Increafe  of  Wealth, 
as  if  God  had  caufed  them  to  put  their  Gettings 
into  a  bag  with  holes.  Or  if  they  have  tortured, 
Riches,  and  by  an  untoward  force  held  them 
whether  they  would  or  no,  there  was  this  vanity 
and  evilchfeafe  going  along  with  them,  that  God 
gave  not  the  owners  power  to  eat  thereof.  ~ 

Neither,  where  are  large  Progenies,  is  there 
only  a  free  and  generous  Tenor  of  Life,  but 
fometimes  alfb  fuch  extraordinary  Beneficence,  as 
obliges  Pofterity  nolefs  than  the  pre lent  Gene¬ 
ration.  One  Inftance  ,  as  being  frelh  in  our 
memory,  becaule  done  in  our  Age,  and  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  any,  if  not  exceeding  ali  ot  the  lame 
kind  in  it,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention,  viz. 
That  Lifting  and  Noble  Charity  of  Thomas  Foley, 
Efquire ;  who  in  the  midft  of  many  Heirs  de¬ 
fended  from  himlelf,  (for  he  had  in  all  Four¬ 
teen  Children,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were 
then  alive,  belides  Grandchildren  born  of  lome 
of  thofe  ) .  had  that  Largenels  ol  Heart  as  am- 

lt'  '  *  ■  ply 
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ply  to  Found  and  Endow  an’Hofpital,  where 
£i\ty  Poor  Boys  are  continually  maintain’d,  fit' 
ted  for,  and  then  fet  forth  to  Callings,  in  which 
they  may  themfelves  honeltly  live,  ^nd  be  ufeful 
to  .Society.  A  Deed  lb  religious  and  great,  that 
by  it  he  hath  in  a  fhort  time  affix’d  a  more  true 
Honour  to  his  Name  and  Family,  than  along 
Series  of  Titles  for  many  years  backwards, 
could  have  tranfmitted  to  them  $  and  hath  alfb 
let  an  Example  which  will  hardly  be  imitated 
by  any  of  thofe  who  have  very  great  Effaces, 
and  but  few  or  none  of  their  own  to  inhe¬ 
rit  them. 

Nocwithftanding  what  hath  been  faid,  I  mud 
confeis,  that  fbmetimes  where  a  Numerous  It 
lire  is,  and  the  Income  good,  there  is  not  that 
free  and  hofpitabie  living  :  But  then  let  us  fee 
that  we  *ay  the  fault  where  we  ought  to  do.  This 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  Number  of  Children , 
but  to  the  Covetoiifnefs  of  the  Parent  •  which 
would  have  been  the  fame  thing,  had  he  had 
none  to  provide  for.  A  nd  this  is  often  fufficient- 
ly  Teen,  in  that  he  as  little  dcferves  well  of  his 
Children ,  as  he  doth  of  others :  For 

mfnnriTco'!-  +  eVeT  t!l'ng  elfe  j^lll  Coft  him 

Habit  Patri  more  than  thofe  fhall;  infomuch 
quam  Fillus.  that  when  at  laft  he  leaves  what  ne 
ju  j.sat.  7.  ca  n  no  longer  keep,  his  Sons  as  little 
know  how  to  ule  his  Inheritance,  as  himfelf 
while  living  knew  how  to  enjoy  it. 

So  that,  Sir,  I  leave  you  to  judge,  whether 
the  Second  Obje&ion  againft  Many  Children, 

'  may  t 
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may  be  truly  urged,  or  not-  I  cannot  but  plead 
for  them  ;  and  had  I  them  here,  I  would  not  let 
them  go  without  this  Friendly  Word,  That 
whereas  a  good  Father  upon  the  fcore  of  well- 
educating  and  providing  tor  them ,  hath  not 
(  as  we  may  well  fuppole  he  hath  not )  enjoy  d 
many  of  thole  Plealures,  nor  uled  thole  Liber¬ 
ties  which  otherwile  he  lawfully  might,  and^ 
it  may  be  thought ,  would  have  done ;  they 
would  through  a  kind  fenle  of  thele  Favours 
make  Some  recom pence  for  thole  denials  ot  hirn- 
felf,  by  giving  him  all  the  delight  they  can,  in 
an  obedient  and  every-way  plealing  behaviour* 
l  am  lure  they  cannot  but  doit,  if  they  be  inge¬ 
nuous  \  and  fuch  I  truft  they  are  whom  I  thus 
both  plead  for  and  admonifh.  Or  if  upon  the 
account  of  their  Father’s  doing  truly  his  Duty 
towards  them,  God  hath  Strangely  blels  d  him 
with  ability  of  living  liberally,  and  thereby  gi¬ 
ven  him  Credit  and  Friends;  then  let  them,  by 
anfwering  all  the  promising  hopes  he  hath  had 
of  them,° add  to  and  increafe  thefe  his  BlefFmgs 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  ;  but  by  no  means 
through  an  uninduftrious,  vicious,  or  irreverent 
Carriage,  in  any  refpeS:  fully  or  diminiSll  them. 
.And  what  greater  pleafure  can  there  be  to  good 
Children,  than  as  it  were  to  join  with  Heaven 
in  the  increaflng  the  Happinels  of  a  Father,  who 
is  thus  rewarded  chiefly  lor  his  deferring  So  ww 
of  them  ?  v.  •  #  *  * 


Cicero  de  Ami 
cir. 
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The  Third  Thing  is  this  ;  viz.  An  Vneaftnefs 
ftill  fitting  upon  Parents,  from  their  being  folk 

citous  for  Many. 

The  fameObjeftionis  made  againfl  the  Sacred 
Name  of  Frkndfthip,  by  fome  of  thofe  who  pe- 
fter'd  every  thing  by  their  Subtilties.  They  fay, 

c  That  tbfsy  in  great  meaiure,  is  to 
i  be  avoided,  left  it  (hou Id  be  neceffary 
i for  One  Man  to  be  felicitous  for  More. 

‘  That  the  foundation  cf  an  happy  life  is  the  being 

1  feotb  of  Care ;  which  the  Mind 

51  tanquam  c  cannot  be ,  if  £ff)t Xt  mujl  fill,  as  it 

‘  here  ,  mth  labour  bring  forth  for 

This  may  indeed  be  no  Uff  urged  againfl:  Chil - 
dren  :  For  the  Throes 'of  Mothers  feem  not  to  be 
at  an  end  as  fbon  as  the  Birth  is  over ;  but  they 
ftill  are  in  pain  for  thole  they  have  brought  forth, 
that  it  may  be  well  with  them  j  and  the  Fathers 
partake  likewile  in  this  Travel.  And  truly  it  is 
fome  Credit  for  a  plenteous  OfHppng  to  have 
that  Argument  urged  againfl:  Them ,  which  at  the' 
lame  time  is  urged  againfl  one  of  the  befl  and 
mofl  plea/ ant  things  that  Mankind  enjoys.. 

Butin  answer  to  it  all,  I  fay ;  What  if  there 
be  as  great  SuHcitoufnels  where  there  is  but  One 
or  Tiro ,  as  where  there  are  Many  Children  ? 
Nay,  What  if  a  yet  greater,  by  far,  be  Ihewn 
where  there  is  no  Child  at  all?  aneftbis  upon  the 
very  account  that  there  is  none  at  all.  "Jhis  is 
not  feldom  feen ;  and  therefore  the  Objection 
loleth  much  of  its  force ,  whilft  it  may  be 

brought . 
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brought  againft  One  or  None,  as  well  as  againft 
Many.  *  ^ 

But  we  will  grant,  That  where  there  is  a 
greater  Number  of  Children,  there  mil  be  a 
Solicitoufnefs :  Ye:  fince  thole  that  are  fo  very 
apt  to  make  this  Objection,  were  nor  bred  up 
without  Cares  themfelves,  add  mankind  is  in  a 
ftate  that  needs  them,  it  is  no  left  than  a  due 
debt  lying  upon  them,  that  they  fhould  exercile 
fome  Cares  towards  others  ;  and  the  denying 
this  to  every  one  would  be  a  great  piece  of  In- 
juftice.  Were  it  that  they  were  (as  the  Anci¬ 
ents  fabled  the  firft  men  to 
have  been  )  born  of  fome 
t  Btg-l  ellied  Oak  ? .  or  were 
like  Mr.  Hobbs's  Sticklers , 
ally’d  to  no  one  in  the  world, 
there  might  be  fome  fhew  of  Reafori  why  they 
fhould  not  be  felicitous  for  any.  Bat  as  the  world 
from  the  firft  hath  gone,  and  ftill  goes,  and  fo 
like wife  rnuft  do,  to  be  wholly  unconcern’d  for 
others  welfare,  is  highly  unequitable.  And 
furely  our  Cares  may  then  feem  to  be  moil:  appo~ 
ftttly  bellow’d,  when  we  educate  thole  who  are. 
related  to  us,  as  we  our  felves  have  been  educated 
and  related  unto  others. 

There  are  fome  whole  fbft  and  delicate  Tem» 
pers  pleafe  themfelves  with  the  conceits  of  a 
kind  of  Golden  Age ,  and  could  wifb  that  all 
things  for  ufe  and  delight  might  grow  up  to 
their  Hands,  and  flow  iaupon  them  without  any 
"  their  Care  or  Pains.  But,  Sir,  it  is  by  no 
^  D  z  means 


f  — — '  mpto  robore 
nati,  Compofltique  lutd 
nullos  habuere  parentes, 
Jwv*  Sat.  6. 
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means  fitt  that  a  man  fhould  be  altogether  void  of 
Care.  Should  he  .be  born  into  the  world  merely 
to  take  his  Paftime  in  it ;  to  Drefs  and  Comple¬ 
ment;  to  have  all  his  Hours  taken  up  betwixt 
the  Comb  and  Glals,  and  the  Couch  and  Table  ; 
to  be  led  by  Fancy,  and  not  by  Realon  ;  and 
......  thep  only  to  fhew  a  Con- 

cernedncls,  when  Mufick, 
ram.  Hor.  Epift.  and  Balls ^  and  Treats  are  at 

an  end  ;  and  to  be  at  that 
time  no  otherwife  concern’d,  than  how  to  have 
te  lame  renewed,  and  brought  over  again  ;  the 
Noble  Endowments  of  a  man  would  ferve  for 
very  mean  ends,  and  fudh  as  are  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  of  him.  If  any  will  be  wholly  void  of 
Care,  it  muft  be  after  this  unmanly fort  with  him  5 
or  not  only  the  having  Many  Children ,  but  alio  all 
rnfe  things  that  are  good  and  ufful,  muft  have 

fome  Concern  and  Trouble  ac¬ 
companying  them  ;  for  f 
God  hath  order’d  it  lo  to  be. 
Did  we  know  fuch  a  one  . 
who  had  all  things  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  defires,  and  in  the 
mid  ft  of  them  was  no  way 
careful  for  the  Welfare  of 
any,  we  would,  I  dare  fay, 
be  contented  that  he  fhould 
„  ^  he  the  laft  of  his  Race  : 

.  .  :  .  «  Anc*  however  his  outfide 

ugnt  be  trim  and  gawdy  ,  and  we  our  feiyes 
*°  uvil  as  to  give  him  fome  outward  RefpeQ:, 


t  S' c£g{ln$  itya i- 
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—Pater  ipfe  colendi 
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— Curis  acuens  mor- 
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virg,  Georg .  J.  j, 
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yet  we  could  not  but  inwardly  have  very  low 
and  contemptible  thoughts  of  him. 

Nay,  as  it  is  very  unfct  that  a  man  fhould  be 
altogether  without  Cares,  fb  I  cannot  tell  whe- 
ther°  when  he  takes  the  Paths  which  feem  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  Cares,  he  cm  be  wholly 
without  them,  I  have  known  fome  who  have 
had  little  to  do  with  any  one,  and  not  well 
known  what  to  do  with  thcmfeives,,  to  be  as  un- 
eafy  and  reftlefs  as  thofe  who  have  had  the 
weight  of  large  Families  lying  upon  them. 
Even  fmall  things,  where  greater  are  not,  will 
find  the  way  to  create"  trouble  ;  and  Cares,  as 
well  as  Nature  ,  tho  you 
feem  to  turn  them  with  vio-  . Naturam  fut" 

*  ca,  tamen  ufque  recur- 

lenCC  OUt  of  doors,  Will  yet  ret,  Hor.Epift.  IO.  lib.  1. 

return.  Yea,  I  dare  fay,  • 

that  the  di fcreet  Solicit oufntjs  which  fome  honed 
Parents  have  for  their  Children,  is  exceeded  by 
that  e  xtv  av  ugAnt  one  which  fome  have  even  for  a. 
Drefiy  or  forlorn zfma/iD?? 

' figns ,  which  the  mere  ab- 
fence  of  more  Manly  Cares 
hath  given  birth  unto.  So 
that  in  truth  the  Cares  that 
grow  from  a  great 
Children ,  do  only  prevent  % 

thofe  that  would  arife  from  meaner  things;  and 
do  themfelves  put  on  a  true  worth,  by  being  em¬ 
ployed  about  more  noble  Objects.  And  (  what 
is  of,  very  great  moment  in  the  prefent  cafe) 
that  Solicitoufnefs  which  is  engaged  towards 

D  ?  -  '*  >  Chii- 
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Children,  carries  refrefhments  along  with  it,  in 
that  it  follows  the ^Didates  of  Nature,  andison 
the  fide  of  Right  Reafon:  For  whom  jhould  a 
man,  or  whom  would  he  be  careful  for,  rather 
than  for  thofe  who  are  born  of  him?  Not  to 
mention,  that  the  over-much  Fondnefs  and  So¬ 
licitude  that  is  ufuallyfhewn  towards  an  Only 
Child,  is  correfted  where  there  is  a  great  Num¬ 
ber,  and  turn’d  into  a  Rational  Care  for  the 
rightly  bringing  of  them  up;  whereby  they  are 
made  Ufeful  Members  in  the  Community. 

I  kriow  that  the  Solicit oufnefs  for  Many  Chil¬ 
dren  may  fomerimes  grow  into  an  Anxiety  :  But 
then  it  is  no  lets  fubjedi  toexcefs  in  other  things 
like  wife,  and  (b  is  a  fault  on  either  hand  to  be 
fi^fihded ;  which  it  well  may  be,  efpeciallyin 
the  prcfent  cafe ;  fince  fiich  Arguments  againft 

immoderate  Carefulnefs  are  afford¬ 
ed  in  Sacred  Writ,  as  can  no  Where 
elfe  be  found.  And  tho  Diftruft 
be  laid  to  the  Heathens  Charge , 
and  we  are  thereupon  the  more  cautioned  to 

avoid  it;  yet  he  among 
them  fpake  divinely  ,  who 
raid  ,  That  we  may  with 
Cajmnefs  and  4^UFance 
truft  our  Concerns  with 
God ;  fince  Men  are  more 
dear  to  Hi g?,  than  they  are 


Pfal  23. 
Mattb.  6.  25. 
Verfc  32.  . 
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Permittesipfis  expende- 
reNuminibus  quid  - 
Conveniat  nobis,  reb?j(q; 

fit  utile  ndftris.drt 
Oiarior  eft  iilis  Hdmp, 
Qiiam  Sibi. 

Juv.  Sat.  ic. 


to'  Thefnf elves.  ^  r  *  •  * * ,  y  \  y  *  ,  H 

An^  (  if  it  may  be  look’d  upcn  as  feme  little 
Inftance  .of  a  plgafihg  Contentment  amidft  NU  ‘ 
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nv  Children)  I  could  tell  you,  Sir,  where  from 
the  Teftimonies  of  the  Parents  themfelves,  there 
was  not  only  the  greateft  freedom  from  niordi 
nate  Cares',  but  the  greated  accefTion  of  Joy 
alfo,  when  they  went  to  the  oou.c  of  God, 
and  faw  their  Five  Sons  following  them,  with 
every  one  a  Sifter  in  their  hand.  !t  was  Patter 
of  their  enlarged  Praifes  to  God,  that  t.iey  cou.d 
in  fuch  a  perfeci  Number«attend  upon  him  in 
his  Publick  Service  :  And  the  Spectacle  was  lo 
pleafing  to  the  Great  Conoregntton ,  tnat  many 
could  not  refrain  from  making  Prayers  for-ods 
Bleffing  upon  them  all.  And,  Sir,  when  the 
fatnrthing  fhall  be  done  by  your  greater,  and 
eq®  Number  of  either  Sex,  as  it  will  be,  I 
doubt  not,  to  your  felf  and  good  Confort  a 
matter  of  much  Joy, To  (  a  low  me  to  fpeaR  A  ) 
Florence  is  not  a  fitter  Sight  for  an  holy-Day, 

than  Thefe  of  'lours  will  be.  ■  -0,-4 

Thole,  I  am  fure,  may  well  be  admomfh  d, 

for  whom  great  Cares  are  undergone,  that  they 
approve themfelves  not  unworthy  of  them,  it 
they  are  a  great  Number,  a  kind  Selicitoafnejs  is 
not  more  than  is  meet  to  be  (hervn  towards  them  , 
but  if ‘they  fhall  not  be  as  good  as  they  are  many 
it  is  more  than  will  be  deferved  by  them]  They 
who  as  they  are  Children,  render  the  Careful- 
nefs  of  Parents  to  be  rational  and  creditable^ 
fhould  by  no  means  caufe  it  in  any  refipeft  to  be 
forrowful  and  grievous.  Ill  Morals,  and  wane 
„  of  Duty,  will  qui.?kiy  make  it  to  be  fo  ,  which 
fifty  are  earneftly  brought  not  .to.  contribute  to, 

D  ^  #  * 
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By  thole  Pains  their  Mothers  underwent  for 
them  fo  many  Months  before  they  were  born, 
and  at  their  Birth  :  (Or  if  thefe  were  from  Ne- 
ceffity,  and  not  from  Love  to  them  )  By  thofe 
Yearnings  towards  them  when  they  Were  little, 
and  unable  to  help  themfelves :  By  that  conti¬ 
nued  Watchfulneis  which  preferved  them  from 
Fire  and  Water,  and  a  Thoufand  more  Dangers 
they  were  liable  u*to :  By  thofe  many  careful 
Provifions  which  were  made.for  their  Educati¬ 
on  “.By  that  Anxioufnefs  in  placing  them  out 
into  the  world  ,  and  that  daily  fearfulnefs  of 
their  any-way  mifcarrying ;  By  thofe  pleafing 
Hopes  which  are  conceiv’d  of  their  well  doing  s 
and  thofe  earned:  Prayers  which  are  conftantly 
put  up  for  their  good  in  every  refpe£ :  How  * 
ill  will  it  look,  if  after  all  thefe  Expreffions  of 
uninterrupted  Cares  and  Solicitoufnefs,  there 
fhall  be  nothing  rightly  to  anfvver  them  ;  or  on¬ 
ly  that  which  fhallthe  word  way  doit?  If  there 
be  any  good  Blood  in  Children,  it  will  both  rife 
into  a  Blufh,  fhould  they  any  way  have  failed  in 
what  was  their  part  to  do  ;  and  alfo  will  dir 
them  up  to  make  undelay’d  and  datable  returns  ; 
efpecially  fince.however  the  Solicitude  and  Cares 

of  Parents  may  have  been  very  exceflive,  and 
thereby  a  great  Fault,  and  at  the  fame  time  a 
great  Punifhment  to  them,  they  yet  are  very 
«]rong  Obligations  to  Children  '  and  fuch  as 
firould  influence  their  whole  lives  to  gratciulnefs 
pod  a  ti  ue  care  -of  themfelve?. '  ,,  f  .  ' 
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But  let  us  go  to  the  Fourth  Thing,  'vis.  The 
JffltcHons  that  arife  from  Some,  who  in  all  pro- 
bability  among  lo  Many,  will  not  prove  Well. 

And  indeed,  this  is  often  too  true ;  there  being 
Inftances  daily  of  the  Grief  of  Parents,  from 
the  Milcarriage  of  their  Children  :  And  this 
their  Grief  is  the  greater,  in  that  they  are  touch’d 
(if  I  may  To  fpeak  )  in  the  tendered  part  of  their 
Souls ;  nothing  being  more  near  them,  or  rather 
Jo  much  themftlves ,  as  their  Children  are.  Nay 
further,  there  is  a  greater  Excels  of  Sorrow, 
when  after  all  the  hopes,  even  from  Infancy,  of 
what  Comforts  they  fhould  reap  from  them 
when  grown  up,  (and  thole  their  Hopes  are 
ufually  very  Urge,  as  arifing  from  that  over¬ 
great  Opinion  which  Parents  are  apt  to  conceive 
of  their  own)  they  are  furpriz-’d  with  the  con¬ 
trary  to  their  expectations,  and  lee  themfelves 
of  a  fudden  miferably  deceived. 

But  certainly  the  Number  of  their  Children 
is  not  tqbe  blamed  for  this.  And  herein  we  are 
a  little  obliged  to  the  common  repute  (  tho  in  it 
felf  vain)  which  makes  the  Seventh  Place  in 
the  Number  of  Sons  to  give  the  Privilege  of  an 
HealingVirtue  and  Fortunatenefs :  But  no  Num-* 
ber,  or  Place  in  Number,  hath  ever,  lo  far  as  I 
know.,  been  thought  ill  to  any  Children. 

The  Reafons  then  of  Childrens  proving  ill, 
are  to  be  fought  ellewhere :  And  they  will 
be  found  to  be  lodg’d  oftentimes  more  in 


f  Similem  tibi  fe  non 
Corpore  tantum 
Necvulru  dederit,  Mo- 
rum  quoque  filius. 

Juv.  Sat.  14. 
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others  than  in  themfelves ;  the  Parents  having 
too  much  an  hand  in  their  own  AffliQiion. 

Not  to  mention  how  injurious  they  may  be  to 
their  Qfffpring,  by  indulging  in  themfelves  Vi* 
cions  Inclinations  of  what  fort  foever ;  and  ren- 
dring  them  habitual,  when  as  yet  they  are  only 
in  the  way  of  being  Fathers.  The  Features  of 
their  Body  are  nor  fa  furely  refembled  in  Iflue, 

as  the  f  111  Qualities  of  the 
MW,  when  they  have  been 
filtered  to  go  uncontrourd. 
I  remember  Philo  in  his  Em- 
baffy,  reprefents  Cains  Cali¬ 
gula  boaiHng  of  himfelf, 
That  from  his  Ancestors  being  mured  to  Domi¬ 
nion ,  he,  while  he  was  in  his  Mother's  Wombf 
and  before  he  was  brought  into  the  world,  was 
inftruftea  in  the  Art  of  Governing *  It  may  more 
truly  be  faid  of  fome  who  fpring  from  an  Im¬ 
moral  and  Debauched  Stock,  that  they  are  in 
the  very  derivation  of  their  Being  difpofed  for 

the  *  Exceffes  of  Taverns, 
the  Diffolutenefs  of  Stews, 
or  whatever  elfe  may  be 
termed  proving  ill.  For  tho 
no  natural  Temper  is  fo  un* 
HHHpPHRj  happily  bad,  but  that  it  may 
)e  fubdued  by  a  Co  iftancy  of  Care,  and  the 
Grace  of  God  ;  yet  the  evil  Habits  of  Parents  do 
oftentimes  call  fo  ftrong  a njnfluence  on  the  Make 
md  Inward  Compofnre  of  Children,  that  t  ere 
will  in  them  be  need  of  more  obftinate  Refiftan- 


*  Qihoivoi  Z)  (jlzQv&mi 
yviojui  Ctrvzrv  cov  cLV  T 
dfytuj  f  emejis  01 
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ees  than  men  are  ulually  willing  to  exercife,  or 
than  the  Power  and  Skill  of  their  Fathers  are 
able  to  excite  and  keep  up  in  them,  tho  they 
Ihould  afterwards  to  the  utmoft  endeavour  to 
doit. 

*  Sometimes  the  Education  of  their  Children 
iscarelefsand  loole.  The  Offering  their  Tongues 
to  be  firft  (eafon’d  with  unftemly  words,  and 
taking  pleafure  tht  mfel ves  in  hearing  them  ;  the 
ftirring  up  of  Paflions,  and  encouraging  themt 
to  the  little  Revenges  they  are  capable  of,  is  in 
my  opinion  an  early  foundation  to  wTat  will  af¬ 
terwards  be  worfe.  When  Childhood  is  wear¬ 
ing  off,  they  will  be  carelefs  of  them  at  home, 
lay  the  Grounds  of  Religion  very  (lightly,  if  at 
'all  ;  and  poflibly  fet  them  an  Ill  Example  in 
their  own  praQice  ;  which  carries  too  fare  an 
Influence  unto  ,  and  in 
manner  f  au  horizes  them^ 
in  their  proving  ill. 

Sometimes  the  fault  (hall 
lye  chiefly  in  a  too  great  Fowl* 
nejs  andi  Indulgence  1  They’ll 
ufe  their  Children  to  an  evil 
Tendernefs,  *  forming  their 
Palate  before  their  Tongue , 
and  accufloming  them  to 
Delicacies  both  of  Cloaths 
and  Food  ;  infomuch  that 
th  ey  (hall  need  all  that  can  be 
left  them.  And  perchance 
their  Softnefs  fifyall  be  clofed 


f-^velocius  Sc  citius  nos 
Corrumpunc  vitiorum 
Exempla  domeftica 
magnis 

Cum  fubeant  animos 
authoribus. 

Juv.  Sat.  14. 

*  Quid  non  adultus 
concupifcit,  qui  in  pur- 
puris  repit  ?  nondum 
prima  verba  exprimic  ? 
jam  Coccum  intelligit, 
jam  Conchylium  pofeit. 
Ante  palatum  eorum 
quam  os  inftituimus,d^vV 
Quinti  l,  loftitut./.  1. 
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with  by  the  weak  Father,  againft  all  the  Methods 
of  Difcipline  which  are  ufed  for  the  altering 
them.  So  that  afterwards  'Manly  Attions  will  not 
agree  with  their  Confutation.  They  cannot  bear* 
the  Hardfhip  of  being  ftrenuous  and  induftrious  :* 
And  their  Infant  Tendernefs  by  a  kind  of  necef- 
fity  improves  into  an  adult  one,  accompanied 
with  allthofe  Vices  that  are  fuitable  to  it.  Or 
fhould  their  Conftitution  be  more  ftrong  than 
their  Education  hath  been  good,  yet  if  their 
Father  (as  Adorn] atf s,  i  Kings  i.  6.  )  hath  not 
at  any  time  difp leafed  them,  in  faying,  Why  have 
ye  done  fo  ?  no  wonder  if  they  at  length  difpleafe 
their  Father  to  purpofe,  and  even  feizehis  Eftate 
before  his  head  be  laid. 

And  while  I  am  taking  notice  of  III  Education , 
as  being  a  chief  Caufe  of  Childrens  proving  ill, 
if  I  may  give  an  Example  the  other  way,  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  imitated,  it  (hall  be  that  noble  ode  of 
Mary  the  Wife  of  Alexander  Duke  of  Parma , 
mentioned  by  Straia ,  de  BA/oB  Ig.  Dec .  i  lib.  4. 
After  he  had  given  an  account  of  her  inceiTant 
Prayers  and  Fadings  for  her  Husband,  during 
his  being  in  the  Wars,  he  adds,'  Liheros  veroy 
quod  intelligeret  finguhri  a  Deo  Benignitate  con - 
cejfosy  pracipuo  Studio,  &c.  But  her  Children,  be- 
caufe  fThe  knew  them  to  be  vouchfafed  her  by  the 
fingular  Favour  of  .God  ,  fhe  aloft  carefully 
while  fhe  lived,  endeavoured  to  fe^fon  with  Di¬ 
vine  Inftruftions ;  and  afterwards  When  fhe  was 
near  her  Death,  fhe  committed  ft othing  to  the 
Duke  her  Husband  with  ai  greater  accuracy  as  to 
.  *  *  -  .  'Par- 
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Particularities,  than  their  Education :  Ufing  to 
God  thofe  words  which  fhe  had  read  Queen 
Blanch,  the  Mother  of  Lewis  the  Saint,  had  ufed 
before  her  ;  ‘  I  now  in  this  my  laft  hour  pray  and 
‘befeech  thee  who  art  the  Father  of  all,  that  if 
‘  my  Children  fhall  be  about  to  commit  any  grie- 
*  vous  Sin  againft  thee,  thou  by  haftning  their 
‘  Death,  wouldft  prevent  fuch  Offence  againft 
‘  thy  Divine  Majefty.  A  Wifh  ( laith  the  Hi- 
ftorian)  worthy  fuch  Princely  Mothers,  who 
would  not  thofe  fhould  be  their  Sons,  that  would 
not  own  God  the  great  King  of  the  world  to  be 
their  Father.  Were  there  fuch  pious  Care  and 
Earneftnefs  fhewn  ufually  in  the  bringing  up  of 
Children ;  and  were  that  Care  and  Earneftnefs 
feconded  with  unceffant  Prayers  to  God  that 
they  might  live  before  him ,  and  have  his  Grace 
and  Blefling,  fewer  would  prove  ill  than  now 
there  do.  Thofe  upon  whom  fo  much  Religi¬ 
ous  Pains,  fo  many  Prayers  and  Tears  have  been 
laid  out,  cannot  likely  mifcarry. 

Sometimes  where  there  is  not  a  Carelefsnefs 
or  Over-fondneft,  there  may  be  Imprudence  little 
left  dangerous  than  thofe.  And  this  hath  been 
often  feen  as  in  fome  other  things,  fo  efpecially 
( let  me  fay  it )  in  letting  the  Concerns  of  their 
.  La [l  Will  be  known  before  their  time;  which 
hath  been  of  very  ill  confequence  in  nourifhiug 
Animofities  between  Children,  and  Diftaftes 
towards  the  Parents  themfelves ;  which  increafe 
with  Time ,  and  are  a  peculiar  Affli&ion  to. 
Them ,  and  a  great  Uneafinefs  and  Difquiet  to 
,jthe  whole  Family.  m  *  Now 

'*  t  * 
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Now  why  fhould  not  the  Carelefsnefs,  Bad 
Example,  Fondnefs,  and  Imprudence  of  Pa¬ 
rents  be  taxed  for  the  ill  proving  of  Children, 
rather  than  their  Numeroufnels  ?  Or  why  fhould 
any  on  this  account  plead  againft  a  greater 
Number,  and  not  againft  Children  as  fiich? 
Since  thefe  things  I  have  been  mentioning  tend 
to  the  making  Fewer  to  be  an  Affli&ion,  as  well 
as  More;  and  Fondnefs  and  Indulgence  is  in  an 
efpecial  manner  the  Danger  of  One  done.  This 
I  am  fure  of,  That  were  Parents  more  careful 
and  prudent  in  the  bringing  up  their  Children, 
this  Objection  againft  a  Numerous  Hide,  from 
fome  of  their  proving  ill ,  would  much  lole  of 
its  force. 

But  yet  it  muft  neceffarily  be  acknowledged, 
when  Parents  have  ufed  all  the  Care  and  Pru¬ 
dence  they  poffibiy  can,  have  called  in  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  endeavours  of  Friends,  and  have  alfo 
by  earneft  Prayers  fought  aid  from  Heaven  tbr 
the  well  doing  of  their  Children,  they  have 
found  all  too  little  to  engage  them  to  that  Dili¬ 
gence,  Sobriety,  and  Obedience,  which  above  all 
earthly  things  they  have  defired.  The  many 
Temptations  and  Allurements  of  the  Age  5  the 
Subtilties  of  loofe  Companions ,  and  the  too 
Pliant  Temper  of  Youth  to  Vicious  Courles, 
when  thole  Courfes  offer  Pleafure  andEafe,  do 
oftentimes  too  furely  betray,  engage,  and  hold 
faft  ?reen  and  unconfirmed  Tears. 

However,  Sir,  tho  it  thus  be,  yet  why  this 
fhould  make  more  againft  Many  Children,  than 

*  Fewer*. 
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Fewer,  or  One,  I  cannot  fee.  Thefe  latter  are 
as  much  in  danger  as  the  former  •  and  if  any  of 
Thefe  prove  ill,  how  is  the  Affliction  the  lefs? 
But  Thefe ,  you’t1  fay ,  may  efcape,  while  the 
Other  are  taken :  And  we  may  reply,  Tispofli- 
ble  Thefe  may  be  taken,  while  the  Other  efcape. 
But ’tis  more  probable,  that  One  or  More  of  the 
Many  may  fail:  Yea,  but  if  One  ox  Two  fails, 
then  Hdf  is  gone  ;  if  an  Only  Son,  then  Xu. 
But  more  of  the  Many  may  go  awry :  ’Tis  true ; 
but  then  more  of  them  may  prove  well.  As 
there  is  more  likelihood  in  Many,  of  Trouble 
from  Some,  fo  there  is  greater  probability  of 
Comfort  from  Others.  Add  to  this,  that  the 
Grief  from  an  Only  Child ,  if  he  mifcarry,  is  by 
fo  much  the  greater,  becaufe  he  is  a  Jewel,  and 
the  Whole  of  the  Treafure :  And  fince  common¬ 
ly  the  Lore  to  Him  is  equal  to  the  Love  that  is 
lhewn  to  Many-,  the  Affliction  muff  ftrike  as 
deep  as  that  from  the  others  would,  fhould  they 
All  be  drawn  afide :  But  that.. they  lhould  All  be 
thus  drawn,  is  not  lo  likesy.  The  like  may  be 
laid  in  proportion  to  more  than  One,  i.  e.  a  Few  ; 
and  therefore  the  Advantage  is  on  the  fide  of 
the  Many  ;  and  the  more,  became  their  dum¬ 
ber  takes  off  the  Affurances  of  great  Incomes, 
(  which  the  other  in  likelihood  may  have  )  and 
lb  may  engage  them  in  that  Induftry  for  their 
living  in  the  world ,  vvhich  thofe  other  are 
the  ”  left  concern’d  for,  as  not  having  fb  much 
need  of  it. 


. 


There 


^4  ji  Difcourfe  concerning  th’ 

There  are  other  Afflictions  befides  thofe  of 
not  proving  well  by  di {orderly  Carriage,  which 
'  may  come  in  to  the  Objection,  as  Deaths,  De¬ 
formities,  want  of  Capacities,  and  fuch  like, 
which  very  nearly  affeCfc  the  hearts  of  Parents  : 
But  a  left  numbred  IiTue  is  fubjeft  to  them  as 
well  as  a  greater ;  and  fo  the  laying  them  chiefly 
to  the  charge  of  the  latter  is  not  fair. 

All  that  I  fhall  fay  is  this :  When  any  of  thele 
Affli&ions  are  rather  the  Difpofals  of  Providence, 
than  the  effeCts  of  Faults  in  Parents,  and  fall 
upon  fuch  as  have  endeavour’d  not  to  be  want¬ 
ing  in  their  Duty  to  their  Children,  let  them 
be  born  with  Patience  and  Submtffton.  The  dif¬ 
fering  the  Pleafures  of  all  other  Bleffings  to  be 
wholly  taken  away  by  the  Grief  for  a  Child 
that  proves  amifs ,  cannot  be  confident  with 
Innocence.  There  is  no  man  but  hath  his  Af¬ 
flictions  feme  tvay  or  other  ;  and  God  fees  it  good 
that  Some,'  even  Good  Fathers,  fhouid  have  theirs 
in  This  manner.  They  are  indeed  of  the  feverer 
fort-,  and  we  might  wilh  they  were  the  Lot 
alone  cf  carelefs  and  imprudent  Parents ,  that 
delerve  them,  (as indeed  they  moft  often  are. ) 
But  it  is  the  Happinefs  of  a  Chriftian,  that  what¬ 
ever  his  Trouble  is,  it  may,  unlefs  it  be  his  own 
fault,  be  for  his  good:  And  he  mayfb  far  com¬ 
fort  himfelf,  That  God  is  a  more  loving  Father 
to  good  men,  than  they  can  be  to  their  Chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  fo  even  this  Affliction ,  how  bitter 
foever  it  is,  may  be  laid  upon  him  as  to  the  Ijfue 
and  Event ,  out  of  Paternal  Care  and  Love.  How- 

.  ever, 
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ever,  fure  I  am,  nothing  can  be  more  true,  than 
that  the  d/frejpecting  a  man  for  the  Afflictions  that 
proceed  from  his  Number  of  Children ,  is  a  moft 
ill-naturd  and  inhumane  part ;  and  an  highly  ab- 
furd  one,  to  do  it  merely  lor  his  Number ,  where 
there  is  vifibly  no  Affliction  from  them. 

I  cannot  leave  this  Head  neither ,  without 
Counfel  to  thofe  .whofe  Caufe  I  defend  ;  viz*. 
That  they  would  obviate  this  Objection  by  an 
unceafing  Carefulnefsthat  no  Grief  arife  to  their 
Parents  from  any  fault  of  theirs.  It  is  pollible 
that  a  large  Number  may  both  in  its  felf,  and 
from  every  particular  in  it,  give  no  caufe  of 
Grief  to  thofe  from  whom  they  fprung.  And! 
could  inftance  where  it  hath  been  to,  and  where 
they  all  have  proved  well,  and  thrived  happily 
in  the  world.  What  hath  been,  why  may  it  not 
ft  ill  be  ?  And  tho  it  hath  been  lefts  frequently  yet 
why  may  it  not,  with  due  care,  be  tnore  often . 
Methinks  I  would  have  a  Plenteous  Offipring  to 
look  upon  themfelves  as  a  Strong  Party  .again* 
all  Immorality ,  and  any  thing  elfte  ( in  their  pow¬ 
er  to  prevent  )  that  may  bring  Sorrow  to  their 
Parents  \  and  by  an  united  Force  to  keep  them  On. 
This  they  cap  do  and  what  is  fo  well-becoming 
them,  and  will  fpeak  forth  foch  a  Refolute  and 
Excellent  Spirit  in  them  all,  let  nothing  ei^kcr 
force  or  warp  them  from  it.  But  if  there  hath 
been  Trouble  created  by  fome  of  them,  either 
from  Faults  that  might  have  been  remedied,  or 
from  Unhappinefs  that  could  not,  thofe  that  are 

free,  fhould  by  an  Excefs  ( if  poflible  )  of  Duty 
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on  their  part,  make  up  the  Defeat  on  the  part  of 
others.  Affliction  ufually  carries  great  Oratory 
along  with  it,  and  works  oftentimes  even  upon 
ftrangers  and  unknown  perfons.  And  fhall  it 
the  lefs  do  fo  upon  Children,  where  the  endeared 
Titles  of  Father  and  Mother  call  ftrongly  alfo 
upon  them  to  remove  it,  in  the  way  I  fpeak  of? 
Their  moft  affectionate  and  dutiful  Deportment 
will  not  indeed  wholly  takeaway  the  Affliction, 
but  it  will  fet  a  Joy  dole  by  it,  through  which 
it  will  be  lefs  difficult  to  be  born.  And  I  wou’d 
be  the  more  urgent  with  them  upon  this  account, 
that  if  my  Arguments  cannot  prevail,  at  leaft 
my  Larne  fine fs  may. 

The  Fifth  and  laid  thing  is  this ;  viz.  A  mans 
Name  finking  into  Meannejs,  by  realon  that  where 
there  are  many  Cliildreri,  there  is  no  likelihood 
that  a  Plentiful  Provifion  fhould  be  made  for 
them  all. 

Indeed  our  defires  of  being  well-fpokenof,  and 
efltemd  in  Life ,  and  of  being  remembred  not  to 
our  difadv  ant  age  after  Death,  are  naturally  plant¬ 
ed  in  us,  and  are  a  great  Spur  to  laudable  Add¬ 
ons.  But  perchance  He  had  arrived  to  no  mean 
part  of  Perfedion,  and  did  deferve  Praile  for  it 
too,  who  fa  id,  i  Could  he  do  his  Duty  as  he 
4  ought,  and  thereby  be  well-pleafing  uqto  God, 
4  he  could  abfolutely  be  content  it  fhould  never 
4  be  remembred  that  fuch  a  one  as  He  had  lived  in 

4  the  nwld.  If  a  man  "fhaii  affed  to  have  a  Name 
~  v %  other- 
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ocher  wife  than  (  while  he  doth  his  Duty  )  God 
is  pleafed  to  order  he  ffaall  have,  it  (hews  he  is 
not  worthy  the  name  he  affeQeth,  and  is  unskil¬ 
ful  in  the  important  difference  between  a  great 
and  a  good  Name :  This  latter,  tho  not  reaching 
fo  wide,  nor  fpoke  fo  loud,  being  yet  fuch  as  a 
Religious  man  would  much  rather  chafe  than 
the  orher.  It  is  not  his  fault  he  hath  fuch  a  Nu¬ 


merous.  Iffue  ;  but  he  looks  upon  it  as  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  God  to  him  v  faying  with 
Jacob  ,  The  children  that  thou  hajl  Gen.  33. 
gracioufly  given  thy  fervant .  And 
he  will  do  by  them  the  beft  he  can,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  make  them  truly  his  who  gave  them; 
whatever  Circumftances  as  to  Eftate  he  leaves 
them  in.  If  he  fhall  not  after  Death  be  talk'd 
of  in  his  Childrens  Greatnefs,  he  will  yet  take 
care  not  to  have  an  ill  remembrance  amidfi:  their 
Meannefs,  through  any '  fault  of  his  or  theirs. 

It  js  indeed  an  tndifpenfable  Duty  for  a  Father 
to  endeavour  to  make  his  Children  goody  but  that 
he  fhould  make  them  great ,  we  find  no  where 
commanded.  This  lattei*  men  are  ufually  too  in¬ 
tent  upon  of  themfelves,  and  need  no  Inffiga- 
tions  to  it.  But  when  all  is  done,  it  may  truly 
be  faid,  that  the  Piety  m&Charityoi  Parents,  and 
that  Virtue  and  Induftry  they  have  poffefs’d  their 
Children  with,  are  an  Inheritance  much  liirpaf- 
fing  a  great  EJlate  1  And  they  are  not  meanly  or 
difcreditably  left,  who  have  fhefe  their  Patri¬ 
mony  *,  for  Thefe  will  intail  God?s  Blelnng  upon 

them;  and  are  thole  Ingredient s  alfo  of  a  good 
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Piw.  it.  i,  which  make  it  rather  to  he 

Eccl.  7.  1.  chofen  than  great  Riches ,  and  better 
than  precious  ointment . 

But,  Sir,  it  is  mod  certainly  fo,  that  where 
there  hath  been  abundantly  enough  for  many 
Sons,  the  Name  hath  yet  fbnk  (  all  Circum¬ 
stances  confidered  )  as  much  as  where  Children 
have  laboured  under  meaner  Provifions.  The 
Example  is  very  high,  but  no  Ids  pertinent,  in 
the  vait  Dominions  of  Charles  the  Ghat,  which 
it  ever  any  could,  might  be  thought  fufficient 
to  have  ad vsntageoufly  kept  up  his  Name  in  his 
^oftemyp  Yet  his  immediate  Grandchildren, 
ine  ^onsot  Ludovicus  Pius,  too  forward  to  make* 
tnemieives  all  Kings,  firft  depofed  their  Father, 
then  divided  hi>  ^Territories  (  or  rather  tore 
them)  among  themfelves ;  which  palling  after 
a  while  into  iuch  Families  as  were  Enemies  to 
Vhe  Crown  C£  Frame]  made  the  Careloviman 
Lwe  leisconfiaerable  both  at  home  and  abroad: 

1  ijere  being  no  queflion  to  be  made  (  fays  mine 

'  I-hyl.  CoCn.  Ayt nor  )  but  Ltnti  the  Stammer- 
*-riCr)&rl<!s0 tile  Raid,  the  Grofs  the 
Simple,  would  otherwife  have  found  better  Ti- 
ties.  bo  unfure  a  Foundation  of  a  Great  Name 
in  Pouerity,  is  a  large  provifion  for  them. 

I  “now  it  may  be  laid,  That  the  lault  was 
here  not  in  the  Prov'fton,  but  in  the  N  tmkr. 

1  ho  perhaps  alfo  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  the 
I  Jovifion  being  too  great,  might  contribute  to 
its  own  rad,  through  its  own  weight.  ‘  And 
indeed,  where  an  Etiate  is  beyond  all  meafure 

*  too  1  • 
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4  too  big  for  any  one  Family,  befides  the  Natural 
4 Inconveniences,  which  like  tmigejied  Humours  in 
4  an  over -bulky  Body  tend  to  the  t veakning  of  it, 
4  Divine  Providence  may  be  concern’d  to  give 
4  flop  to  its  growth,  and  out  of  Juftice  bring  it 
4  lower ;  efpecially  w  hen  it  hath  grown  fuch  by 
4  the  Injury  of  others. 

But  to  anfwer  both  theie  together.  We  will 
fuppofe  there  fhallbe  hut  few  Children ,  and  the 
Eliate  not  excefftvely  great ( tho  fo  great,  that 
more  in  reafbn  can  hardly  be  defired  )  yet  it  is 
not  always  for  the  lafting  Credit  of  k  man  to 
have  left  fuch  Provifion  to  fuch  Children.  For 
it  is  poflible  (and  truly  not  uncommonly  feen  ) 
that  Few ,  or  but  Two  Brothers ,  may  fall  out  even 
about  what  is  thus  left  them  ;  and  may  find  the 
Eftate  great  enough  too  for  the  affording  Power 
to  undo  one  the  other:  Or  the  Eftatemay  in  a 
more  filent  manner  make  hafte  to  moulder 
away ;  and  then  he  who  got  and  left  it, is  as  much 
cenfured  in  the  decreafe  either  of  tnefe  ways, 
as  he  had  thought  to  be  prais’d  in  the  Continu¬ 
ance  of  it.  ;  '  .;||F 

Sometimes  Childrens  being  richly  left,  tho 
thereby  they  might  feem  placed  moft  advantage- 
oufly  for  virtuous  Actions,  and  above  the  trou¬ 
bles  that  others  fuffer,  hath  been  the  occafion  of 
greater  Follies,  Vices,  and  Miferies,  than  what 
ufually  fall  upon  inferior  men  :  For  Riches  and 
an  Eftate  are  of  themfelves  indifferent  to  contrary 
Operations ,  to  good  or  ill ,  to  joy  or  forrowl  And 
|  they  do  not  more  defend  and  advantage  feme, 

Eg  than 

I  3 


79  A  Difcourfe  concerning  the 

?  han  they  expote  and  betray  others.  Some  that 
^  ve  been  endued  with  Natural  Abilities  both  of 
Body  and  Mind  for  a  Virtuous  Lift,  cf  the  hi: hr 
J°rt ,  and  in  their  Temper  have  fbewed  no  aver- 
fatten,  but  an  aptmfs  rather  thereunto,  have  fal¬ 
len  from  it  for  no  reafon  fo  vifible,  as  becaute 
they  have  had  Eftatcs,  which  have  afforded  them 
Pleafures  and  Flatterers .  Nor  have  many  found 
them  lefs  infirumental  to  more  than  ordinary 
Troubles ;  efpecially  thofe  of  the  i Weaker  Sex, 
who  have  hereby  been  too  frequently  made  a 
Prey  to  ill  men  :  Inforiiuch  that  more  than  a 
few,  from  the  grievous  Bifcontents  and  Miseries 
which  their  larger  Fortunes  have  brought  upon 
them,  and  bound  them  all  their  lives  umo,  have 
deliberately,  and  not  in  a  Paflion,  wifb’d  that 
their  Lot  had  been  of  the  meaner  fort ;  and  that 
( if  it  had  pleated  God  )  they  themftlves  had. 
been  of  the  number  of  thote  whole  daily  Broad 
is  earn’d  by  their  daily  labour.  And  great  Cre¬ 
dit  no  doubt  it  is  for  the  deceated  Father  to  be  re* 
membred  either  from  the  Extravagancies  ot  the 
Sorrows  which  his  Eftate  hath  betray’d  his  Chif 
dren  unto. 

*  But  it  will  be  laid,  That  a  plentiful  Provifion 
may  be,  and  ofren  is,  much  for  the  Welfare  of 
Children,  and  highly  conducive  to  the  Name  of 
a  Family ;  both  of / which  a  N umerous  Offfpring 
forbids.  ‘  :  w  ‘  ■  '  * 

That  a  plentiful  Provifion  may  be  for 
Childrens  Welfare,  and  a  Family’s  Name,  I 
grant ;  but  that,  a  Numerous  Offfpring  thus  for- 

bids  both,  I  deny,  For  v 

*  \ 
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■  For  lam  Fare  it  {bmetitr.es  doth  not ;  God  fa 
bleffint*  the  difcreet  Father’s  Care,  that  all  are 

plentifully  provided  for,  and  the  man  s  Reputa¬ 
tion  too,  much  better  {beared  from  his  pruoent 
laying  up  a  Competency  for  fo  Many,  than  it  he 
had  heap’d  a  great  Eftate  upo a-One  done. 

Nay,  {ometimes  where  great  Honour  hath 
been  attain  d  unto,  a  great  many  Children  have 
been  fo  far  from  diminifhing  luch  honour,  tnat 
they  have  very  much  multiplied  and  increased  it. 
There  cannot  be  given  a  more  convincing  Proof 
of  this,  than  in  the  Family  of  the  Honourable 
Richard  Boyle ,  who  being  at  fil'd:  only  a  rnvate 
Gentleman,  and  a  Younger  Brother,  from  a 
Father  that  was  alfo  a  Younger  Brother,  aro.e 
to  be  the  firft  Earl  of  Cork .  He  had  by  hu  Vtr- 
tuousConfort  (the  Daughter  of  Sir  John Yen, 
ton )  Five  Sons  and  Eight  Daughters  :  four  ot 
his  Sons  he  lived  to  fee  Lords  and  Peers  oft  ie 
Realm  of  Ireland,  and  a  Fifth  was  greater  tnan 
thofe,  viz.  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle  ;  whole 
Name  alone  is  equal  to  a  very  large  Encomi¬ 
um.  Six  of  his  Daughters  were  married  to 
Earls  and  Lords,  and  hitnfelf  had  t-.e  Happi-* 
nefs  of  being  made  a  Grandfather  by  the  young- 
eft  of  them.  How  much  Reputation  and  Ho¬ 
nour  had  this  Noble  Perfon  not  been  adorned 
with,  if  he  had  had  none,  or  only  a  lew  Chil¬ 
dren?  Nay,  as  if  his  other  Bleffings  had  leairu 
to  increafe  from  tfte  Increa/es  of  his  Offering,  h« 
*■  Income  and  Wealth  came  into  the  account^  in 
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that  great  Gharadter  which  is  *  gi- 

mrTfsvt  ven  of  him  *  ‘  That  he  ra ifed  fuch 

nerd  Sermon.  4  an  Honour  and  Eft  ate ,  and  left  fuch 
4  a  Family ,  as  ffez'tr  any  $ub)t&  of 
c  the  Three  Kjngdoms  had  done.  And  left  any 
thing  fhould  feem  to  detract  from  God’s  Favour 
to  Him  and  his  Numerous  IJfue ,  and  to  lay  his 
great  Fortunes  on  fomewhat  elfc,  his  Integrity 
in  his  Rife  and  Growths  was  fb  eminent  and 
u-ncorru.pt ,  that  the  moft  invidious  Scrutiny 
could  not  find  wherewith  to  tax  him  of  any  Ir¬ 
regular  Methods,  but  he  ft  ill  rofey  and  ft  ill  was 
innocent. 


After  this  remarkable  Inftance,  there  is  ano  ¬ 
ther  that  may  not.  Sir,  be  pa  fled  by,  becaufe  it 
-  ieems  to  offer  it  felf,  as  not  being  far  from  us  $ 
viz.  in  the  Plenteous  Iifue  of  Sir  John  Ccrbet ,  of 
Stodk,  Baronet,  by  Anne  his  Wife ;  which  were 
an  Equal  Number  of  Both  Sexes,  and  no  fewer 
tYiznltnof  each.  Of  the  Sons  indeed  Two  on¬ 
ly  nterned,  tf;e  Eldeftand  the  Ninth  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  advantaged: fly,  as  it  became  the  Heir  ;  the 
latter  nor  !efs  honourably  than  if  himfelf  had  been 
/  hs  :  But  every  oue  of  the  Ten  Daughters  were 
^ match’d,  Some  into  Honourable  Families,  and 
^// into  Worthy  ones.  Their  own  Family  de¬ 
servedly  glories  in  them,  as  throwing  back  Ho¬ 
nours  upon  it  by  their  Marriage,  not  unanfwer- 
abie  to  what  they  drew  from  it  by  their  Birth. 

And  where  there  hath  been  only  a  Competen¬ 
cy  left  lor  a  great  many,  but  yet  a  very  Good 
Name  thereby  obtain'd  by  the  carefuj  and  prg- 
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dent  Parents,  one  or  more  of  fuch  Children  have 
not  feldom  rifen  to  fuch  Eftate  and  Honour,  as 
thtir  Famiiy  all  the  while  it  was  fewer  was  un¬ 
acquainted  with.  I  might  (  amongft  many 
others)  fetch  an  Inftance  from  a  moft  excellent 
Perfon  (  whofe  Name  yet  my  great  RefpeQ: 
will  not  fuller  me  to  mention,  this  Paper  not 
being  worthy  of  it)  who  having  beencne  of 
|  Seventeen  Children.  (  Sixteen  of  whom  grew 
tip  to  be  Men  and  Women,  viz.  Four  Daugh¬ 
ters  and  Twelve  Sons,  and  lived  all  very  credita¬ 
bly  in  the  world  )  hath  had  the  Honour  to  re- 
fufe  a  Bilhoprick,  and  is  now  a  BenefaQor  that 
may  ftand  equal  to  a  Founder ;  whofe  Name 
will  livefo  long  as  good  Learning  (hall  flourifh 
3  in  his  College,  or  holy  Devotions  be  offered  up 
1  in  his  Chappel.  Another  Brother  of  the  fame 
Seventeen  ( Sir  B.  B. )  by  his  large  Acquifi- 
1  tions  as  to  Eft  ate  (which  poflibly  place  him 
among  thofe  of  the  very  firft  Rank  )  hath  given 
good  caufe  for  what  hath  in  a  pleafant  manner 
been  fometimes  Laid ,  ( with  aliufion  to  his 
Name  )  That  he  hath  a  Benjamins  Portion.  I 
may  cheerfully  fay  it,  and  yet  fpeakaTruth, 
That  where  fome  men  cannot  themfelves  reach 

!to  the  obtaining  or,  increasing  of  a  Name  or 
Eftate,  it  is  perhaps  none  of  the  leaf  Jure  and 
efficacious  means  to  beget  Many  Children  for  the 
doing  of  either.  '  / 

And  how  know  we  but  thofe  from  whom  the 
Number  began  and  went  on  to  be  termed  great 
(  for  he  mull  be  born  after  feveral,  who  firft  oc- 
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cafions  it  to  be  termed  fo  )  may  in  due  time 
prove  the  greateft  Comforts?  tho  the  other  may 

be  no  mean  ones.  If  the  Eldeft 
Gen.  49. 3.  witk  Reuben  be  the  Beginning  of 
Strength ,  thofe  of  a  latter  Birth  may  be  the 
Completion  of  it.  Of  the  Eight  Sons  of  Jeffein 
Sacred  W  rit,  the  Toimgejl ,  we  read,  was  a  Crown¬ 
ed  Head ,  And  tho  this  is  an  Example  fo  rare, 
that  it  ftands  as  it  were  alone,  perchance  in  the 
many  Ages  fince  not  to  be  parallelfd,  yet  it  is 
fufficientif  it  ordinarily  be  fo  far  anfwered,  (as 
it  not  feldom  is )  that  the  Younger  fhall  become 
the  greateft  Scholars,  or  the  Richeft  Traders  ; 
and  from  their  Induftry  fhall  alio  make  the  El¬ 
der  ones  look  better  to  themfelves,  than  other- 
wife  probably  they  would  have  done.  And  the 
very  thoughts  that  fo  it  may  be,  may  makefuch 
as  you,  Sir,  ftill  bid  the  Increafes  of  your  Fa¬ 
milies  very  welcome  into  the  world. 

But  whether  the  Beginning,  Middle,  or  Lat¬ 
ter  End  of  a  large  Progeny  fhall  afford  the  more 
Reputable  and  Wealthy  ones ;  and  the  reft  (  as  it 
may  feem)  fhall  chiefly  from  their  Number  be 
in  meaner  Circumftances ;  yet  there  are  in  the 
world  more  than  That  Proculeius  whom  the  £7- 

rick  Poet  fings  of  * ,  that 
nourifh  inthemfelves  the 
Tendernefs  and  Care  of 
Fathers  towards  their  Bre* 
HHl  thren,  and  that  will  partake 

of  the  fame  long-liv’d  Fame 
with  him  on'that  account.*:  And  certainly  it  is  a 


*  Vivet  extento  Procu- 
leius  3bvo 


Notus  in  Fratres  animi 
Paterni,  &c. 
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great  Expreflion  of  Religion,  and  will  not  fail 
of  a  Reward  in  -this  world  (for  all  will  highly 
efteern  and  fpeak  well  of  it  )  as  when  they  are 
Converted,  fb  likewife  when  they  are  rich  and 
able,  to Jlrengthen  their  Brethren . 

And  what  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  the  Pious  Iri- 
duftry  and  Endeavour  for  the  educating  of  Ma¬ 
ny  Children,  is  lo  pleafant  and  acceptable  to 
good  men ,  that  they  are  w iliing  where  honeft  Pa¬ 
rents  feem  to  be  ftraitned  by  their  Number,  to 
lend  an  hand  to  them  when  opportunity  ferves. 
And  in  thole  Publick  Encouragements  which 
the  Piety  and  Munificence  of  former  Ages 
have  left,  they  who  were  part  of  a  Numerous 
Iffue,  if  in  Merits  not  unequal  to  others ,  nave 
frequently  in  that  they  were  part  of  fuch  JJfue , 
preferred  before  them.  Which  hath  been 
an  occasional  Charity  rightly  fuited  to  a  ftanding 
Bcnefattion  ;  and  in  great  meafure  hath  fhewed 
the  following  Generations  to  be  notunworthy 
the  good  deeds  of  their  Aoceftors,  fince  they 
havelo  advantageoufly  difpenfed  them. 

Sometimes  where  the  Children  that  are  Ma¬ 
ny  are  not  well-provided  for,  and  the  Credit  of 
their  Family  is  thereby  leffened,  it  is  from  the 
Parents  or  the  Childrens  own  fault,  andfobynd 
means  to  be  laid  to  the  Charge  of  their  Number. 

The  Parents  themfelves  are  faulty ,  and  deftroy 
>  their  own  future  Reputation,  by  an  enjoying  it  too 
much  iti  their  life  time .  They  will  live  great, 
make  a  large  Figure,  and  follow  the  mad  guifb 
of  the  world,  even  beyond  their  Abilities ;  and 
•  •  fo 


j6  A  Dlfcourfe  concerning  the, 

fo  their  Vanity  being  greater  than  their  Natural 
Affection,  the  Welfare  of  their  Children,  and 
their  own  Name  too  is  facrificed  to  it. 

The  Children  fometimes  defervc  the  blame  ; 
when  preferring  their  own  unfettled  Fancies  be¬ 
fore  the  Prudence  and  fage  Advice  of  others, 
they  affe£k  Callings  unfuitable  to  their  Capaci¬ 
ties,  or  Parents  Abilities  :  And  fo,  if  not  grati¬ 
fied,  grow  carelefs  or  ftubborn  ;  which  is  never 
the  way  to  Credit  or  Wealth :  If  yielded  to,  they 
find  themfelves  after  fome  time  unequal  to  their 
ftate  of  life ,  and  fo  fall  into  Contempt  and 
Want.  Or  when  after  a  prudent  (  as  their  Pa¬ 
rents  and  themfelves  thought )  and  agreeable 
Difpofal  in  the  world,  they  grow  weary  of  what 
they  ere-while  liked;,  and  thiowing  off  the 
Provifions  but  now  made  for  them,  expofe  them¬ 
felves  naked,  on  prefumption  of  Second  Cares 
towards  them ;  which  either  cannot  be  at  all,  or 
muff  be  much  more  low  and  disadvantageous 
than  the  former.  Or  when  all  along  they  fhall 
beaverfe  to  any  Calling,  and  let  Cares  and  Bufi- 
nefs  alone  to  thofe  that  like  them.  A  thing 
which  ( I  fpeafe  it  not  with  difrefpeft )  the 
Tounger  Sons  of  Gentlemen  are  too  often  not 
commendable  in ;  who  look  upon  the  Studies 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  managing  of 
Trades,  which  yield  a  fair  Livelihood  and  Re¬ 
putation  to  others,  to  be  below  them  :  And  fo 
they  bring  themfelves  into  mean  and  depending 
Circumftances ,  which  are  much  more  unwoj>  i 
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thy  their  Family.  But  yet  hereby  they  rank 
themfelves  with  good  Company,  the  Younger 
Sons  of  German  Nobility,  who  out  of  a  like  im¬ 
prudent  Senfe  of  Honour  are  willing  to  conti¬ 
nue  Poor.  But  Italy  in  this  affords  a  better  Ex¬ 
ample  ;  where  while  the  Eldeft  are  well-provi¬ 
ded  for  by  Paternal  Inheritances,  the  Younger 
Brothers  are  fo  wife,  as  by  Learning  and  Expe¬ 
rience  to  feek  for  Dignity  and  Maintenance  from 
the  Church':  A  thing  which  fome  of  our  own 
have  tried  of  late  with  good  Succefs ,  and  do 
thereby  ftand  upon  equal  ground  with  even  the 
beft  Heads  of  their  Family:  Neither  is  it  look¬ 
ed  upon  as  a  degrading  of  their  Honour  to  be 
thus  exalted. 

*  Sometimes,  I  muff  confefs,  a  Plenteous  Iffue 
may  with  Innocence  infuch  low  Circuwflances  be 
!  provided  for,  that  Reputation  fhallb  z  finally  yet 
foas  to  terminate  not  in  Dif credit  properly,  and 
Reproach ,  but  in  Quietnefs  rather,  and  Silence* 
But  then  the  man  in  fuch  a  cafe  may  feem  to 
have  much  morecaufe  to  rejoice  in  the  content- 
I  ed  and  peaceable  Eftate  of  his  Pofterity,  than  to 
betroub  ed  for  his  want  of  a  Name  in  them.  It 
is  much  better  furely  to  live  happily ,  than  to  be 
tailed  of  highly  $  and  to  be  ufeful  to%  few ,  than 
to  be  known  to  many.  If  the  Numeroufhefs 
of  Iffue  infenfibly  places  them  out  of  the 
Noife  and  Tumult  of  the  World,  gives  them 
1  the  ‘facet  life  of  labouring ,  and  being  content 
f  with  what  they  have ,  makes  them  to  be  Deed - 

vers  * 
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vers  *  only  in  this,  that  they  in  their 
*Nec  vixit  lower  Fortunes  are  really  the  happi- 
male  qui  na-  men  whiJe  others  in  higher 

fefeiii*  Hor.  ones  are  thought  10  to  be  \  ltisiucn 
Epift.i.  r.  17*  a  finking  of  a  Name  as  is  to  be 

wifhMfor.  Nay,  I  cannot  tell  but 
the  greateft  Reputation  attends  fuch  a  condition: 
For  thofe  who  knew  how  to  praife  be (l \  and  be  ft 
knew  alfo  how  to  cbufe  their  S&bjetfs,  have  pitch’d 
upon  and  defer ibed  this  as  the  Happieft  State  of 
Life .  Infomuch  that  tho  the  perlons  who  are 
in  it,  lye  hid  as  it  were  from  the  Gazers  of  the 
world,  and  leave  great  Titles  to  others  who  are 
delighted  therein,  yet  they  have  a  delicate  C.ha- 
r^er-fpread  over  them,  which  they  all  lhare  in, 
and  which  Thofe  in  hi  a  he  ft  Places  will  with  Plea- 
fore  read,  while  Thefe  do  inwardly  perceive,  and 

in  Privacy  enjoy  it.  *  • 

It  is  not  otherwile,  Sir,  with  Families ,  than 
it  is  even  with  Kjngdoms  ;  which  indeed  are  on¬ 
ly  greater  Families.  Thefe  are  not  always  the 
moll  happy  when  they  have  wide  Bounds,  lu- 
perfluities  of  Wealth ,  and  great  Fame :  For 
’tis  poffible  they  may  have  more  to  do  to  main¬ 
tain  the  largenels  of  all  thefe,  than  the  Bene¬ 
fits  arifing  from  them  all  come  to.  -But  they 
are  then  more  rightly  termed  happy,  when  a 
Spirit  of  Induftry  runs  through  them ;  and 
Righteoulhefs  and  other  Virtues  proper  to  So¬ 
ciety,  fhall  nourilh  Peace  and  Concord  within , 
and  give  no  occafions  for  Dilgufts  and  Wars 
withour.  Thus  thofe  Families  like  wife  are  not 
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unhappily  provided  for,  nor  will  the  Fathers 
thereof  be  number’d '  with  the  uncreditable, 
when  thofe  that  are  fprung  from  them  are  inured 
to  a  fedulous  and  provident  c:re,  for  the  pre- 
ferving,  ihcreafing ,  and  enjoying  the  Compe¬ 
tency  they  have  >  when  they  are  taught  to  help 
each  other,  and  to  injure  none  of  their  Fellows ; 
and  from  their  being  every  way  well  managed  in 
their  narrower  Circumftances ,  fhall  draw  an 
agreeable  Pattern  of  managing  their  own  ,  and 
thereby  of  continuing  happy  when  they  fhall 
themfelves  be  Fathers.  The  Mediocrity  of 
thele  gives  them  that  Quiet  and  Content  which 
the  Abundance  that  others  have,  is  a  ftranger 
to  ;  and  they  have  Health  and  Eale  at  a  light 
Expence ,  which  great  Eftates  are  often  not 
great  enough  to  procure.  ’Tis  true,  they  have 
not  that  mighty  piece  of  Happinefs,  the  being 
fam  *4 fir  and  wide:  But  then,  tho  they  be  not 
like  great  Rivers,  that  are  allow’d  a  Place  in 
Maps,  yet  as  leffer  Brooks,  they  have  a  Name 
in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  render  themfelves 
ufeful  and  beneficial  in  the  Places  where  they 
are. 

But  it  is  indeed  fofnetimes  fo,  that  a  Nume¬ 
rous  Offfpring  is  left  altogether  unprovided  for, 
and  expofed  as  it  were  to  the  wide  world , 
where  yet  there  is  nothing  to  be  faulted  either  in 
Parents  or  in  Children.  But  then  God  s  Pro¬ 
vidence,  which  cleat beth  the  flowers ,  i 

and  feedetb  the  fowls ,  very  often  ‘ 2  '2  ' 
provtdeth  fignally  for  them  tvho  are  much  better 

than 
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'*  v  ‘  than  thofe.  He  who  hath  the  hearts . 

Prov.  1 1.  r.  ^  ^  fa  (,and,  jjath  the  hearts 

of  all  other  men  no  lefs,  and  can  fecretly,  yet 
furely  incline  fome  Great  Perfon,  or  fome  Rela¬ 
tion,  orfome  Friend,  or  it  may  be  fome  Stran¬ 
ger,  to  give  them  Favour  and  Prote&ion  ;  or 
m  ways  that  we  cannot  think  of,  can  provide 

for  them.  It  is  his  Property,  when 
Pfal.  27. 10.  ■  p,.i/jer  anA  Mother  forfake  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  ( i.  e! either  through  want  of  Affeftion 
will  not,  or  through  want  of  Power  cannot  ftand 
them  in  any  ftead  )  then  to  take  them  nj>  himfetf \ 
and  make  them  his  Care.  And  the  Instances 
are  not  few,  how  he  hath  exalted  the  Children 
of  Poor  Parents  for  their  great  Diligence  and 
Attainments  in  Divinity,  Law,  Maritime  Arts, 
Military  Conduct,  and  fuch  like,  to  very  conn- 
derable  Stations  both  Ecclefialtical  and  Civil. 
Surely  he  who  thus  mercifully  proteQs  them, 
and  orders  things  lb  remarkably  for  their  good, 
doth  thereby  affix  a  better  Name  upon  them 
(  and  upon  their  Parents  too)  chan  large  layings 
up  for  them  otherwife  would  have  done.  And 
the  finking  ol  a  Nlame  into  Meanness  oy  realon 
of  a  Numerous  Iifue  fometimes  left  in  low  Cir- 
cumftances,  is  very  ill  urged?  when  t  he  A  I- 
mighty  fb  far  favours  fuch,  as  to  hue  hirn  cir 

the  Helper,  yea,  Father  of  the  Fa - 
Pfa?.  to.  14.  thtrltjs\  that  is,  of  thoie  -  who  are 
&  68' 5'  unprovided  for,  and  have  none  to 

take  eare  of  them. 
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I  might  here  take  notice  how  Providenqe 
hath  flrangtly  ajferted  the^  Credit  of  unufual  and 
excejfive  Fruitfdnefs ,  againft  the  v^enfures  and 
Reproaches  that  have  been  cart  upon  it ;  and 
hath  alio  remarkably  prefer  ved  the  Numbers 
which  fome  Parents  either  from  Diftruft  or 
Shame  have  endeavour’d  fecretly  to  make  away. 
One  Story  ( instead  of  many)  ftiall  ferye  for 
both.  And  bscaufe  it  (hall  not  lofe  any  thing  of 
its  Credibility  for  want  of  a  good  Voucher, 
you  lhall  have  it  as  I  find  it  related  +  ^  s  eof- 
in  a  very  good  Author.  Ifefa  *  mog.  in  Germ, 
1  lerdut  Earl  of  Allorfe  in  Scbmhen,  -  - 

c  had  to  Wife  one  Jtrmintrudes ,  wno  acculed 

*  one  of  her  ^Jcighbour-women  of  Aduitery, 
‘and  had  her  grievoufly  punilhed,  becaufe  fhe 
‘  had  not  long  before  been  deliver  d  of  Twelve 
‘Children  at  a  Birth.  It  fortun’d  afterward 
‘  that  fhe  her  felf,  the  Earl  her  Husband  being 
‘  abroad  in  the  fields,  was  deliver  d  like  wife  at 
‘one  Birth  of  Twelve  Children,  all  Males. 
‘She  fearing  the  like  Infamous  Pumlhment 
‘  which  by  her  inftigation  had  been  inflicted  on 
‘the  former  Woman,  commanded  the  Nurle 
‘to  kill  Eleven  of  them.  The  Nurfe  going  to 
‘  execute  the  w  ill  of  her  Miftrefs,  was  met  y 

*  her  Lord  then  returning  homeward  :  He  de- 
‘  manded  what  Ihe  carried  in  her  lap :  She  an- 
‘  fwered,  Whelps  :  He  defired  to  fee  them  :  She 
‘  denied  him  :  The  Earl  on  this  growing  angry, 
‘  opened  her  Apron,  and  there  found  Eleven  o* 

(  his  own  Sons,  pretty  fweet  Babes,  and  of  mo 

'  ,  F  *  pro- 
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*  promifing  Countenances :  Examining  the  mat* 

‘  ter,  he  found  out  the  truth,  enjoined  the  old 

*  Trot  to  be  fecret,  and  put  the  Children  to  a 
'  Miller  to  be  nurs’d.  Six  years  being  pafs’d 
‘  over  in  (fence,  the  Earl  making  a  folemn  Feaft, 

‘  invited  nioft  of  his  Wife’s  and  his  own  Kin- 

*  dred.  Attiring  the  young  Boys  all  alike,  he 
‘  prelented  them  to  their  Mother,  whofufpeft- 
‘ing  by  the  Number  of  them  what  the  matter 

*  was,  confels’d  her  Offence,  is  pardon’d  by  the 
‘’good  Earl,  and  carefully  educateth  her  Chil¬ 
dren;  whom  the  Father  commanded  to  be 
‘  called  by  the  name  of  Guelps,  alluding  to  the 
‘  Whelps ,  or  Puppies,  which  the  Nurfe  told  him 

*  Are  had  in  her  Apron.  From  the  Eldefl  of 
‘  thefe  Guelph s  or  Guelps  ( that  you  may  fee  in 
‘  their  Prefervation  they  were  not  HI  provided 

*  for )  defcended  Henry  Son  and  Heir  to  Luit- 
«  gar dis  Queen  of  the  Franks  and  B  tvariins  ; 

‘  whole  Pofferity,  after  they  had  held  Bavaria 
‘  more  than  an  hundred  years,  became  Dukes  of 

c  Saxony,  8c  c.  '  • 

One  thing  more  I  cannot  here  but  oblerve  ; 
viz.  That  a  Numerous  Offfpring,  notwithftand- 
ing  thole  Cares  and  Troubles  that  attend  it,  and 
thole  Faults  too  that  are  found  with  it,  will  yet, 
in  that  it  is  fuch,  give  a  Reputation  to  thole 
whofe  it  is  :  Infomuch  that  on  the  Snpulchral 
Monuments  of  fome,  who  in  other  refpe£fs  weie 
very  Creditable,  it  hath  been  thought  worthy  to  n 
be  made  a  Lofting  Mtmor  d  of  them  to  future 

Apes.  Let  it  not  be  thought  fuperfluous  to  in-  ’ 

<  ftanc«t  , 
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ftance  in  what  the  Graveftone  of  Nicholas  Hooks 
of  Conway  in  Ca$rmrven(hire ,  Gentleman,  bears  5 
•viz.  That  he  was  the  One  and  Fortieth  Child  of 
his  Father  William  Hooks ,  Ef quire ,  by  Alice  his 
Wife  *  and  the  Father  of  Twenty  [even  Children 
himfelf.  And  likewife  in  the  Monumental  In- 
fcription  which  is  in  the  Church  of  Mdperfham 
in  Wiltfb  ire ,  thus  j 

In  Memoriam  Ifaaci  Self  &  Margaret#,  Fa- 
rtntum ,  Jacobus  Self  Films  hoc  pofuit. 

Qui  poftquam  N onagefimum  fecundum  ALiatis  ax* 
num  comp  lever  at  ^  N timer  os  a  Sobole  foelix  \  viz • 
Quatuor  Filiis  &  Tredecim  Filiahus ,  und  cum 
Ntpotibm  Nepot unique  Frole ,  ad  N umerum  8 
mandaid  Cftatori  Ammdj  Iqbens  de  Vitamigra* 
vity  Feb.  i.  An.  Dom.  \6$6. 

•  ^  ,  *■  *r  .  k  ; 

To  the  Memory  of  Ifaac  Self  and  Margaret , 
his  Parents /Jacob  their  Son  ere&ed  this. 

Who  when  he  had  lived  to  the  Age  of  Ninety 
two  years,  being  happy  in  a  Numerous  Oft- 
fpring,  viz.  Four  Sons  and  Thirteen  Daughters^ 
with  Grandchildren  and  their  Iffue,  to  the 
Number  of  8j,  willingly  yielding  up  his 
Soul  to  his  Creator,  departed  this  Life,  Feb .  i* 
1656. 

More  yet  remarkable  is  that  extraordinary  In* 
creafe  of  Robert  Hcnywood%  of  Charing  in  the 
/  ¥2  County 
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County  of  Kjnt^  Efquire,  and  Mary  his  Wife, 
(her  who  was  famous  for  being  cured  of  D'e- 
Ipair  as  to  her  Salvation  by  the  not  breaking  of 
a  Venice  Glafs)  there  having  been  Three  hundred 
fixty  feven  Perfbns  which  lawfully  fprung  from 
them  within  lefs  than  the  (pace  of  Fourfcore 
Years.  The  Remembrance  of  which  the  Tomb 
of  one  or  more  of  that  Family  is  honoured  with. 
And  though  it  be  not  on  a  Marble  Monument 
(  which  yet  it  deferves )  yet  in  the  beft  Records 
the  Parifli  hath,  is  the  Memory  preferved  of  the 
Numerous  Family  of  Mr.  Richard  Fairfax  of 
Bar  ford  in  the  County  of  Warwick.  Not  that 
his  immediate  Children  were  fo  many  ;  but 
with  Himfilf  he  could  number  in  the  fame  Houfe 
Four  Dejcents ,  all  at  once  alive.  So  that  where¬ 
as  others  do  ufually  count  their  [ingle  Children  in 
order  as  they  were  born,  This  is  my  Eldeft  Sony 
and  fo  onwards ;  he  might  reckon  thus,  This  is 
my  Eldeft  Generation ;  my  Second  This ;  That  my 
*lhirdb  and  all  thefe  in  fo  perfeff  a  manner ,  that 
the  Father,  Grandfather,  and  Great-Grandfa¬ 
ther,  were  all  conjugally  pair'd  ,  and  not  one  of 
them  twice  married  ;  all  living  moft  lovingly 
together,  in  very  good  Credit  and  Plenty.  The 
thing  being  in  all  its  Circumftances  perhaps  not 
any  where  to  be  match’d ,  the  late  Reverend 
Redfor  of  the  Place,  Mr.  Thomas  Dugardy  was 
fo  affedted  with  it,  as  to  put  it  into  this  Epi¬ 
gram  ;  which  you,  I  dare  fay,  will  not  blame, 
if  it  be  fubjoin’d  here. 


< 
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Quartus  in  ^Etheriam  Fairfaxes  editor  mram> 
Patris,  jiviy  ProAviygAttdia  Magna  fui» 

Hos  tegit,  Vna  Domus 5  cum  tern a  Vxore  Mark  os  ; 

Unaqu Qalit  lautis  Menfibenigna  cibis. 
jyjon  magis  unanimes  no  runt  h&c  Seoul  a  Merit  es  \ 
Eft  bis  corporibiis  M-ns  veliit  una  tribes, 

Totque  ex  Conjugibus  bis  Vine  lajugalia  nemo 
Nexuit ;  &  nemo  nexa  foluta  cupit* 

More  CoUmbarum  Utatur  conjuge  conjux  ; 

Defer  uit  run  as  ntc  juvenilis  amor* 

Hifce  tabus  Paribus  Barfordia  jure  fuperbit ; 
Nam  par  bis  Paribus  cjttis  locus  alter  habit? 

Englifihed  by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Ford,  thus . 


Fourth  Fairfax,  who  on  Earth’s  Stage  now  ap- 

SireT  Grand  fire ,  and  Great  Grandfire  jointly 
che€FS. 

Thefe  Three  one  Hcufe  doth  lodge,  one  Table 
feed  \ 

And  each  his  Partner  hath  at  Board  and  Bed. 

So  clofely  all  in  mutual  Love  conjoin’d, 

Th’  whole  Six  leem  afted  by  one  Angle  Mind. 
And  none  e’er  had  or  with  d,  on  either  Side, 

A  Second  Husband,  ora  Second  Bride. 

But  Turtle-like,  preferv’d  their  Loves  Chalte 

jp  J^ujg 

From  fmooth-fac’d  Youth  to  wrinkled  Age  the 

fame.  '  f  , 

In  Three  fuch  Pairs  boaft,  Barford,  till  there  be 
A  Place  for  Three  like  Pairs  found  like  to  Thee. 
,  •  F  J  I  doubt 
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I  doubt  I  have  heap’d  up  too  many  Inftances 
already  ;  a  nd  yet  there  is  one  more  chat  claims  a 
place  almoft  whether  I  will  or  no,  as  exceeding 
in  Nutfiber  all  hitherto  taken  notice  of  >  and  up¬ 
on  that  account  obtaining  an  eminent  place 
amon|5  Mr.  Fuller's  Worthies  in  Buckin°hamfbire. 
I  give  it  you  as  it  is  there :  Dame  Hefter  Temple , 
Daughter  to  M*ks  Sandys,  Efquire,  was  born 
at  Latmos  in  this  County,  Married  to  Sir  Thorns 
Temple  of  Stvw,  Baronet  :  He  had  Four  Sons  and 
Five  Daughters,  which  lived  to  be  married  5  and 
lo  exceedingly  multiplied,  that  this  Lady  faw 
Seven  hundred  extradled  from  her  Body.  Rea¬ 
der,  I  fpeak  within  compais,  and  have  left  my 
felf  aReferve  ;  having  bought  the  Truth  here¬ 
of  by  a  Wager  I  loft,  Befides ,  there  was  a 
New  Generation  cf  Marriageable  Females  juft  at 
her  Death :  So  that  this  Aged  Vine  may  be  faid 
to  wither  even  when  it  had  many  Young  Boughs 
resdy  to  knit.  She  died  Anno  16  $6. 

The^e  things  are  taken  notice  of  not  merely  as 
they  are  rare  and  uncommon,  but  as  they  are  an 
estpreffion  of  God’s  more  than  ordinary  Bleffing. 
And  if  a  long  D  fcent  be  efteemed  fo  great  an 
Hol  w,  as  we  every  where  fee  it  is,  why  fbould 
not  a  brj&d  one  be  efteemed  the  like  ?  efpeciallv 
fince  This  IT  ms  a  fair  Foundation  of  t\\z  other. 
It  is  not  thus  in  Rich  Oftipring  as  is  Spurious, 
and  arifetfh  the  wrong  way  ;  for  who  ever  defired 
This  to  be  regiftred  as  his  Praile  ?  Should  fuch 
continue  in  an  unbroken  Succeffion,  it  yet 
yvouid  carry  an  inftparablc  Stain  along  with  it ; 
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andfhew  that  of  Solomon  to  be  eminenily  true, 
A  wound  and  dtfhononr  (hall  he  get ;  and  ^  ^ 

his  reproach  (hah  not  be  wiped  away.  ^ 

But  this  Multiplication  of  a  man  often  falls  to  the 
ground,  and  is  feen  but  a  while  ;  as  it  is  obfer- 
ved  by  JVtr.  Cambden-,  in  Dorfetfuire^  of  Sir  7 ho » 
mnn  Poiner ,  other  wile  a  Martial  man,  bit  a 
fruitful  Father  of  much  b&fe  Brood  ;  which,  faith 
he,  with  him  loon  vanifh  d  away  9  as  b&fl&idly 
Jlips  feldom  take  deep  root . 

And  now,  if  from  what  hath  been  laid  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  (inking  of  a  Name ,  we  fhall  confi- 
der  either  JHtim  who  from  a 
t  Barren  Wife  enjoys  the 
CarefTes  and  Prefentsmf  his 
expeding  Friends  ;  or  Him 
who  according  to  his  own 
defire,  hath  no  more  it  may  be  than  one  young 
*  jEh&oSj  and  one  fair  little  Daugh-  ^  *  ' 

ter  playing  in  his  Hall ,  in  whom  he  u  * 
withes  to  live  in  the  next  Age  ;  He  who  is  the 
Father  of  a  Plenteous  I(fue7  will  be  found  to 
have  the  Preference  of  them  both.  For  the  one 
when  he  ferioufly  weighs  things,  is  dejefftd  in 
that  he  hath  none  to  continue  his  Name  when  he 
is  dead  :  The  other ,  fo  oft  as  any  Diftempcr  iei~ 
zethhis  Dearlings,  is  in  great  fears  he  may  have 
none  to  continue  his ,  there  not  being  any  to 
fucceed  them ,  in  cafe  they  fail :  Whilft  the 
Name  of  the  Fruitful  Perfon  is  feveral  ways 
fecured  ;  his  Store  of  Children  ftill  flippy* 

.  f  4  ;•  in§ 


fjucundum  &charam 
flerilis  facituxor  ami- 
cum. 

Juv.  Sat.  $ , 
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ing  *  the  Defeft,  if  any  drop  off, 

*  Uno  a-v  and  Providence'in  a  fipecial  manner 

SlTer.de'  rngjging  it  felf  for  them.  And 
Tirg.  lhould  it  io  fail  out,  thatnotwith- 

flanding  all,  his  Name  (hould  fink, . 
(  asfometimes  ’tis  confefs’d  it  may  )  it  muft  not 
be  imputed  to  the  Number  of  his  Children,  but 
to  thofe  Faults  which  tis  probable  he  hath  been 
guilty  of  >  theilleffeQsof  which  he  muft  thank 
himfelf  for.  ; 

And  fince  I  have  hitherto  clofcd  my  Argu¬ 
ment  with  lorne  particular  Expreftions  to  the 
Number  I  am  pleading  for,  they  might  take  it 
ill  lhould  X  forget  them  here.  Let  this  then  be 
my  Precept  to  them  ;  That  they  would  not  by 
Sloth  or  Negligence,  or  any  other  evil  way,  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  finking  of  their  Fathers  Name,  or 
their  own.  The  world  allows  Means  enough  of 
living ,  if  not  fplmdidly,  yet  honeftly,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  difcr  edit  ably.  If  they  have  had  Religi¬ 
ous  Parents,  who  have  taken  care  to  educate 
them  in  an  honeft  Calling ;  and  if  they  enjoy 
th t  Heritage  bf  their  Virtues  and  their  Prayers, 
they  are  well  provided  for,  and  need  not  be 
troubled  that  they  are  not  all  Elder  Brothers ,  or 
Only  Sons .  What  is  fhared  among  many  may 
have  this  Miracle  wrought,  That  by  their  In- 
duftry  and  God’s  Bleffing  it  fhall  not  become 
lefts  by  being  divided,  but  be  as  much  after  lome 
time  to  every  Particular^  as  it  would  have  been 
to  One  a  lot. 
and  deftitn 
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them felves,  yet  let  them  not  defpond.  Low  as 
they  be,  they  are  not  below  the  good  Providence  of 
God ;  who  unlefs  it  te  their  own  fault,  *vil!  give 
them  Food  and  Raiment,  perhaps  more ;  and  a 
oood  Report ,  if  not  a  greater  Name  ;  and  it  may 
be  That  too :  So  plentiful  is  he  in  his  Goodnefs ; 
for  he  raifeth  the  poor  out  of  the  ditjf  ^  ^  ^ 

and  hfttth  up  the  Beggar  from  the 
dunghill ,  to  fet  them  with  Princes. 

.  ,  .  **  ■  JH;  nf  .  *  ■»  Mt* 

And  thus,  Sir,  I  have  anfwered  what  i scorn* 
monly  objefted  againft  a-Many  Children.  And 
perhaps  I  have  faid  more  than  enough  upon  the 
SubjeCt:  But  there  are  two  things  (  I  mention¬ 
ed  )  not  fo  commonly  ipoken  of ;  which  after  the 
other,  may  ask  a  few  words  to  them. 

The  former  is,  That  where  there  is  a  Plente¬ 
ous  IlTue,  there  are  the  more  brought  into  a  wife* 
Table  world*  and  larger  food  it  thereby  ajf  orded  unto 
Death.  Which  things  were  look’d  upon  to  be- 
either  fo  ill  in  thtir  Nature ,  or  ib  deplorable  in 
their  profpebt,  that  they  were  thought  a  Plea 
ftrong  enough  for  an  Abftinence  evznfrom  Mar* 
riage  and  Procreation  of  Children.  However, 
tho  Mifery  and  Death  were  extravagantly  made 
uleof  for  fuch  Abftinence,  yet  perchance  they 
may  be  etiough  to  caule  a  man  in  pity  to  with  that 

his  Number  may  not  be  great.  . 

And  yet  furely,  if  thefe  things,  as  being  the 

common  condition  of  Mankind ,  may  juftly  caufe 

any  to  wifh  th^r  Children  may  not  be  many>  they 
*  •  may 
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may  as  juftly  caufe  them  to  wifh  they  may  be 
none  :  For  why  fhould  Pity  be  fo  partial  as  to  al¬ 
low  Any  .one  to  be  born,  which  will  not  allow 
more  ?  Elpec  aliy  fince  in  a  lmaller  Number  the 
Condition  will  not  be  the  better:  The  Natural 
[l Ate  of  men  being  the  fame  in  Few  as  in  Many* 
But  let  us  a  little  confider  the  Obj eftion. 


I  eafily  grant  it  to  be  a  miferable  world  we  lire 
in.  The  Heathen  Ipake  very  acutely ,  who 
faid  it  was  in  the  firft  place  befi  for  a  man  not  to 
be  born  ;  in  the  next,  beftto  dve  quickly.  And 

Eliphaz  of  old  faid  very  truly,  That 
5'  7‘  man  is  born  to  trouble  [as  naturally] 
as  the  fp arks  fly  upwards.  And  we  know  whole 
uleitwas  to  weep  at  the  Births,  and  rejoice  at 
the  Deaths  of  any  amongft  them:  Yet  for  all. 
this  there  rnay  be  a  not  undelirable  Entertain- 
ment  in  the  world  for  a  Numerous  IlTue  ;  for 
men  are  generally  well  enough  pleas’d  with 
their  being  here.  Even  good  men  are  apt  to  be 
too  much  taken  with  the  world  ;  and  thofeof  the 
rvorfe  fort  could  wifh  their  lot  might  be  for  ever 
in  it.  Such  Provifion  God  hath  made  not  only 
for  our  Neceffities,  but  Pleafures  alfo  and  De¬ 


lights,  that  rhe  Stoick  in  Cicero  de  Nat.Deor. 
from  the  Confideration  thereof  could  fay,  Pro - 
nor  a  noflra  interdum  Epicure a  fuiffe  ftideatur  • 
Providence  fometimes  Teems  to  favour  the  Epi¬ 
cureans  This  I  am  fure  of,  that  Many ,  per¬ 
haps  the  greater  number  of  the  troubles  of  the 
world  have  their  rife  from  an  immoderate  ufe  of 

th\ 

*  • 
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the  Pleafures  in  it ;  and  a  man’s  prudent  and 
temperate  Converfe  may  prevent  many  of  thole 
Miferies  which  are  fo  much  complained  of. 
So  that  if  the  World  be  no  worfe  to  a  larger 
Flock  of  Children,  than  it  is  to  others ;  and 
their  Prudence  and  Temperance  fhall  (  as  it  is 
not  impofiible  it  may  )  be  no  lels  than  theirs  is, 
who  know  how  to  manage  thoie  things  to  their 
Welfare,  which  lo  many  by  their  own  fault 
convert  to  their  own  trouble,  there  will  be  no 
great  realon  to  wifh  before  hand  that  our  Num¬ 
ber  may  not  be  large  ;  or  if  it  be  already  lo,  to 
be  troubled  that  fo  it  is. 

If  the  Almighty  hath  fo  order’d  it,  that  Af¬ 
flictions  ftiall  Tome  way  or  other  attend  our 
mortal  Condition  ;  and  fhall  commiffion  alio 
fome  beyond  the  common  fize,  to  fall  upon  here 
and  there  a  particular  perfon,  it  is,  we  may  be 
lure,  for  right  good  ends :  For  lome  may  need 
this  as  Dilcipline  ;  and  the  Courage  and  Con- 
ftancy  of  lome  others  may  be  fignalized  there¬ 
by,  which  otherwile  would  not  be  remarkable. 
For  (as  the  *  Mordijl  faith)  ‘What  . 

‘  would  Hercules  have  been  more  rian'  pia’ 
‘  than  another  man,  if  there  had  not  been  a 
‘Lyon,  an  Hydra,  a  Wild  Boar,  and  other 
‘Troubles  to  conflict  with  ?  And  finely  Af¬ 
flictions^  improved  into  fuch  Exercife  and 
fuch  Honour,  may  not  feem  luch  hard  Conditi¬ 
ons  to  Parents ,  in  relation  to  a  Numerous 
K IfTue. 

A 


I 


Yet 
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Yet  fometimes  fuch  may  be  the  Difcompo- 
fures  of  the  World  ,  as  to  fome  particular 
Countries  or  Places,  that  a  man  may  not  un- 
realonably  wifh  (if  God  fees  it  good),  That 
his  Family  may  not  further  increafe.  There 


was  a  prefent  Diftrefs  ,  when  the 


i  Cor.  7. 26.  Apoftle  thought  itfeafonable  Ad¬ 
vice  to  his  Corinthians  not  to  marry .  And  our 
Bieffed  Lord  (peaking  of  the  fad  Times  that 


fhould  come,  fays,  Wo  he  to  them 
that  are  with  child ,  and  give  fuck  in 


thofe  days .  The  like  may  be  (aid  as  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  Cafe:  The  Pleafure  in  a  Numerous  Off- 
fpring  would  be  fmall,  where  at  the  Will  of 
a  Tyrant  they  mud  of  a  fudden  be  thruft  from 
their  Native  Soil  ,  and  expofed  to  wearifome 
and  hopelefs  Travels,  not  knowing  where  to 
find  Reft  and  Relief:  Or  where  the  Fury  of 
War  abounds,  turning  Cities  into  defolate  heapsy 
and  fpreading  Deftruftion  over  whole  Coun¬ 
tries,  Though  Children  are  ns  Olive-branches 
roundabout  the  table ,  yet  where  there  is  no  Table 
for  them  to  be  round  about  ;  and  where  with 


Hagar  the  miferable  Parents ,  as 
having  their  Suftenance  gone  ,  fit 


over^againjl  the  little  ones  ajar  ojfy  that  they  may 
not  fee  them  dye,  there  is  large  matter  for  f  ears, 
but  very  fmall  for  Joy  or  Comfort*  But,  God 
be  prais’d,  though  we  know  where  it  has  been 
fb  with  others,  we  our  felves  are  yet  free  from 
thefe  Evils ;  and ,  I  truft ,  from  our  Providen- 
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own  Difcontents  and  Divifions,  and  other  Sins, 
we  force  thofe  Miferies  upon  our  felves,  which 
othertvife  would  not  come.  But  fuppofe  the  con¬ 
trary  ;  we  yet  may  lay  thus  much  as  to  thele 
Miferies,  with  many  Children  in  the  midft  of 
them  ;  viz.  That  where  they  are  chiefly  occa- 
fioiied  upon  the  account  of  our  holy  Religion, 
God  doth  either  in  his  good  Providence  remark¬ 
ably  take  care  of  fuch  Children,  giving  them  a 
Charitable  Reception  whereever  they  go  ;  and 
therein  making  good  the  Promife  of 
an  hundred-fold  of  houjes  and  bre¬ 
thren,  with  Perfection,  for  tho he  Single  Houfes 
and  Brethren  loft  for  his  fake  ;  or  elfe  he  lo  or¬ 
ders  it,  that  their  Sufferings  fhall  much  turn  to 
their  Honour  and  Crown.  Might 


not  the  *  Mtccabean  Mother ,  and 
her  Seven  Son f,  be  efteemed  hap- 

•  «  «  •  nr>  ^ 


*  2  Maccab.  c. 
7.  &  Jofeph, 
de  Martyrio 


py  even  amidft  their  Tortures?  Maccab. 
How  much  greater  were  their 
Spirits,  than  all  the  Cruelties  they  underwent  ? 
Who  is  it  would  defire  that  fhe  had  had  One 
Son  fewer  for  the  Rage  of  theTyrant?  Nay,  I 
had  almoft  faid,  Who  is  it  can  be  fo  injurious  to 
their  Honour,  as  to  with  that  the  Pains  they 
futf  ered  fhould  have  bee n^one  jot  lels  than  they 
were?  Such  Wifhes  would  be  kindnefles  to 
Meaner  Souls,  but  Theirs  were  above  them. 

Thus  may  it  be  in  the  extraordinary  Calamities 
of  the  world  :  But  ordinarily ,  and  in  the  common 
Troubles  of  Life,  it  is  far  otherwife.  If  thefe 
Maladies  relate  to  the  Body,  there  are  Herbs 


and 
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and  Medicines  at  hand  for  the  Cure  of  them : 
If  to  the  Soul,  there  are  excellent  Counfels  and 
Confiderations  for  the  alleviating  them.  Info- 
much,  that  could  a  man  before  he  is  born  fee 
what  a  World  he  is  to  come  into,  and  had  a 
power  to  chufe  whether  he  would  make  one  in 
it  or  no,  he  need  not  be  affrighted  by  the  com¬ 
mon  ftate  of  mankind,  in  relation  to  Miferies, 
from  having  a  place  among  them. 

See  we  next  whether  the  being  Food  for 
Death  be  fuch  an  Evil,  as  to  make  us  wifh  the 
Number  of  our  Children  may  not  be  great. 

Indeed  no  Earthly  Creature  befides  Man , 
leems  to  have  any  apprehenfions  of  Death  j 
and  to  Man  Death  appears  fo  terrible,  that  the 
Thoughts  of  it  when  dwelt  upon,  do  much 
abate  the  fweetnefs  of  his  Enjoyments,  and  give 
him  an  uneafy  Check  when  he  goes  on  uncon- 
troul’d  in  them  And  when  we  confider  that 
jfo  many  who  are  dear  unro,  and  it  may  be,  are 
born  of  us,  mult  become  Meat  for  Worms,  it 
may  fetch  a  Tear  from  our  Eye,  and  a  Sigh 
from  our  Breast.  From  the  Inexorablenefs  of 
Death  ,  and  her  fwallowing  up  all  things  9  it 
was,  that  whereas  o£  old  the  other  gods  had 

every  one  their  Altar,  to  *  Her 
^Meurfmsde  rfor  amongft  thofe  {he  was  sum- 

bred )  there  was  none  ever  erect- 
ed,  except  one  alone  (  which  no  realon  can  be 
given  of)  in  the  remoteft  part  of  the  world. 
But  yet  I  lee  not  why,  upon  the  account  of 

theiV 
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their  thus  feeding  Death,  we  fhould  wifh  our 
Iflue  the  Fewer  :  For  there  is  fo  much  time 
ufually  between  the  Firft  of  Life  and  the  End 
of  it,  andfo  many  excellent  things  may  be  done 
therein,  that  in  relpeft  of  Them,  the  having  a 
Being  in  the  world  may  be  more  de fired,  than  in 
refped  of  Death  he  feared.  We  fee  all  things 
have  a  fhare  in  Death,  as  well  as  Man  ;  and 
yet  we  account  it  abundantly  worth  while  to 
breed  up  Beafts  and  Birds ,  plant  Trees ,  and 
evert  nurfe  up  yearly  Flowers  for  the  great  Be¬ 
nefit,  Ornament ,  and  Pleafure,  which  are  af¬ 
forded  thereby ;  and  we  fay  that  Death  is  not 
fo  injurious,  as  Life  in  them  is  advantageous. 
And  Why  fl would  it  not  be  lo  in  our  owrt  Perfons 
and  Children,  when  Life  is  of  a  much  greater 
Excellence  in  Men ,  than  in  thofe  other  Crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  if  rightly  improved ,  may  give 
fuch  a  Name,  which  Death  fhail  have  no  Power 
over  ? 

Befides,  however  Death  be  ufually  thought 
of  with  no  pleafure,  yet  it  is  no  lefs  natural  to 
Dye  than  to  be  Born.  And  poftibly  we  may  as 
well  plead  againft  the  firft  fpringing  of  Corn, 
that  it  will  at  length  grow  white  for  Harvejl ; 
or  the  blooming  of  +  Fruit, 
that  1  when  ripe  it  will  fall,  ,  t Poma  «  at„b"ib“s’ 
as  agamft  any  man  s  being  ddunt.  fiGVitamSeni. 
Born\  that  he  will  Dye.  bus  aufert  Maturitas. 

We  fee  fome  ,  after  a  due  a“r- deSeneB- 
Number  of  Years  kindly  *  Cedet  uti  conviva 
lived,  to  go  *  cheerfully  off  Satur*  Horat- 

?  *  : 


the 


f  Qui  fpatinm  vitie 

extremum  inter  Mune- 
ra  ponat  Naturse.  Juv. 
Sat.  1 6. 

*  — Unum  me  furpite 

Morfi, 

Diis  etenim  facile  eft. 
Hor .  Serm.  3,  lib.  2.. 
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the  -Stage  :  Not  that  they  complain  of  Life, 
or  are  difcontented  at  the  Miferies  of  it ,  but 

that  they  efteem  it  a  fit 
thing  for  them  to  f  yield  to 
Nature.  He  was  juftly 
reckon’d  among  the  F run- 
tick,  who  made  it  his  daily 
Prayer,  that  he  might  for 
ever  be  exempted  *  from 
Death.  And  they  may  feem 
not  to  deferve  a  better  Cen- 
fure,  who  would  have  none  be  born  of  them  in¬ 
to  the  World,  becaufe  thofe  that  are  born  muft 

at  luff  dye.  '<■  ! 

1  mud  confels  this  Argument  from  Death 
carries  then  the  greateft  Sharpnefs,  when  while 
the  Parents  are  alive,  the  Children  dye,  and  leave 
thofe  with  forrow  to  clofe  their  eyes,  who  on 
the  contrary,  and  in  the  courfe  of  Nature  fhould 
have  had  theirs  clofed  by  Them.  Antiquity  hath 
recorded  Priamus  and  Hecuba,  as  great  Inftances 
of  Mifery :  The  former,  as  beholding  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  Fifty  Sons  and  T welve  Daughters, 
dying  before  him;  the  latter  as  living  to  fee 
among  them,  Seventeen  of  her  own,  all  Dead. 
And  N lobe's  excelfive  Grief  (  which  ended  in 
Stupidity  )  for  the  immature  Deaths  of  Seven 
Sons  and  Seven  Daughters  (  her  whole  Num¬ 
ber  )  is  fufficiently  known.  I  might  add  other 
Inftances  of  fome,  who  in  a  Plenteous  Iflue  have 
thought  themfelves  fo  well  lecured,  that  Death 
could  notfruftrate  their  hopes,  and  yet  have. at 


f  Ut  vigeant  fenfus  an!** 
mi ,  ducenda  tameri 
funt 

Funera  natonitn,  &c. 

Perpetuo  Moerore ,  & 
nigra  vefte  fenefcunt, 

iOi 
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laft  feen  themlelves  left  as  much  alone,  as  ever 
they  had  been  before  they  were  Fathers  Such 
Examples  are  indeed  of  th  e  rarer  fort ;  but  ordi¬ 
narily, and  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  the  world,  who 
is  there  almoft  that  hath  a  Numerous  Offfpring, 
but  hath  repeated  occafions  of  ftiedding  Tears 
at  the  early  Deaths  of  fome  of  them  .  The  Sa« 
ty  rift  accounts  it  one  of  the 
great  Evils  of  Old  Age, 
which  the  Years  that  ac- 
complifh  a  large  Iffue,  car¬ 
ry  the  Man  well  towards  ), 
viz.  the  feeing  the  Funerals 
■of  Children ,  and  being  infer-  . 
pet  ml  mourning  for  nearejl  Relations. 

And  yet  ( in  anfwer  to  this )  hardly  any  Fa¬ 
ther  is  there  who  from  the  Deaths  of  his  Chil¬ 
dren  would  be  content  that  thofe  his  Children 
fhouid  never  have  been.  Either  the  Innocence 
that  adorn’d  them,  or  the  Virtues  that  were  in 
Bloom,  or  that  were,  it  may  be  at  their  full 
Growth ,  leave  fuch  a  grateful  fenfe  upon  him  , 
that  however  h q  grieved  at  their  Deaths,  he  yet 
is  pleafed  that  fuch  have  been  born,  and  livd  m  the 
world.  Cornelia,  the  Mother  of  the  Gracchi, 
having  loft  Ten  of  Twelve  Sons,  and  being  be¬ 
wail’d  by  fome  as  to  her  hard  Fate, forbad  them  to 
accufe  Fortune  on  her  account, 'which  had  honour  d  her 
fo  far  as  to  give  her  fuch  Noble  Touths  ^  Confo,atu 
to  her  Sons.  Others  highly  elteem-  ad  Heiviam. 
ed  their  Births ,  but  the  Mother-  _ 
their  Funerals  too.  And  the  late  Great  Duke  of 
,  ,  G  0r " 
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Ormond ,  (as  I  have  heard  a  Right  Reverend 
Prelate  fay  )  when  the  News  was  brought  of 
the  truly  Noble  and  Valiant  Earl  of  Ojferfs 
Death',  and  fome,  while  they  lamented  the  very 
great  Lofsof  him,  feemed  to  pity  the  Aged  Fa-, 
ther,  replied  with  a  Generous  Warmth,  that' 
he  would,  not  change  his  Dead  Son  for  any  Living 
Son  in  the  Kjngdom.  So  much  d  ot  h  the  Remem- 
brance  of  Life  outweigh  (  what  is  fo  much  com¬ 
plain’d  of)  Death  i  and  this  even  with  thofe 
who  are  the  greatejl  Mourners  from  it.  : 

Nor  indeed  can  it  be  fo  truly  faid,  that  We 
feed  Death,  as  that  Death  feeds  Vs,  and  minifters 
to  the  Nourifhment  of  Life.  Is  it  not  Irom  the 
Death  of  Herbs,  and  Fruits,  and  Fifh ,  and 
Fowl,  and  Cartel,  that  we  live?  And  if  Death 
had  no  place  in  thefe  things;  where  would  be 
our  Subfiftence  ?  Neither  may  Death,  by  at 
length  taking  us  off,  leem  to  deal  fo  hardly  by 
us  as  kindly  by  others,  making  room  for  them  to 
live  and  aft  virtaoufly ;  which  is  fo  great  a  Pri¬ 
vilege,  that  one  or  few  Generations  alone  Ihould 
not  engrofs  it,  but  in  due  time  give  place,  that 
others  may  have  the  like  Honour  and  Praile 
after  them,  which  from  the  Narrownefs  of  this 
World  they  cannot  have  with  them. 

But  when  all  is  laid  concerning  Feeding 
Death,  it  is  but  One  Part  of  us,  and  that  the 
Worfe  part  too,  that  doth  it:  And  this  dreadful 
thing  Death  deals  fo  fairly  with  us,  that  it  takes 
only  what  of  us  is  naturally  Mortal ,  and  lets 


alone  shat  which  is  not  5  our  Soul ,  I  mean. 


< 
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which  indeed  is  *  chiefly  the  Man ; 

and  which  is  by  Death  freed,  as  k 

were,  out  of  Prifon ,  and  delivered  que.  Tui 

from  the  Burrtbm  of  the  Flefh.  Nay, 

what  is  more,  theft  Bodies  are  io  far  from  being 

Fetid iot  Death,  and  thereby  confumed ,  that 

they  are  prefrved  by  it  rather,  as  in  (afe  and 

f  quiet  Repoficories  ;  and  will  at 

laft  be  given  up  again  refin’d  and  *h 

glorious.  Death  takes  them  fwoln 

by  Dropfies,  or  parch’d  by  Fevers ,  or  worn  by 

Confumptiods,  or  wither’d  By  Old  Age  ;  but  it 

will  reftore  them  in  perfect  flate*  ,4 

*  never  more  Fubjefifc  to  Mortality, 

Such  a  feeding  of  Death  as  .-This  9 
may  be  fo  far  from  making  us  with  our  Number 
Fen y  by  reaion.  of  the  common  Fate  which  all 
mail  (hare  in,  that  it  may  rather  make  us  defire 
it  may  be  Many,  by  reafon  of  the  Equitablenefs 
that  De  ith  carries  with  it,  and  the  many  Privi¬ 
leges  which  if  gives.  And  take  the  whole  to- 
geth efjvizx  the  Miferiesof  Life,  and  Death  at 
the  end  of  it,  and  a  Numerous  KTue  may  ftand 
untouchd  by  fuch  an  Argument  as  equally 
ftrikes  at  all  Mmkind,  and  all  things  el fe  too ,  as 
well  as  Them  $  and  fp  the  greater  Number  will 


defend  them. 

But  however  thole  who  come  into  the  world 
muftdye^  and  the  more  there  are  born,  the 
greater  Sway  Death  may  feem  to  have,  yet  in 
thebegetting  of  Children  there  is  a  kind  of  art 

attempt  for  Immortality  ;  which  is  fo  well  at- 
?  1 !  *  »  G  %  taihd 
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tain’d  by  a  Succeflion  of  Generations,  that  ftill 
there  come  up  fre/h  Numbers  for  Life  ;  and  mau- 
gre  the  Fatal  Scythe  and  Spade,  Mankind  will 
grow  upon  Death ,  till  at  Lift  Life  fhall  get  tbebet- 
r  ter.  For  the  Time  will  come  when  i 

or*  5‘ the  Inhabitants  of  the  World  (hall 
be  change d,  but  not  dye.  And  truly  I  think  there 
is  hardly  one,  but  either  in  Himfelf,  or  in  his 
Iffue,  would  willing  y  be  found  a  part  in  that 
Number.  For  Men  are  not  (as  other  Crea¬ 
tures)  prompted  merely  by  Nature’s  Inftin£t  j 
to  a  Continuance  of  their  kind,  but  have  over 
and  above,  lomething  within  that  inclines  them 
towards  an  Eternity  in  their  Name  and  Memory. 

There  are  two  ways  of  tranfinitting  a  Name 
to  Futurity ;  by  children ,  and  by  Memorable  Jtfi- 
bns  :  And  it’s  then  moft-advaritageoufly  done, 
when  done  by  Both :  But  becaufe  Brave  Deeds 
grow  not  on  every  Soil,  and  it  is  more  eafy  to  be 
privately  honeft,  than  publickly  renown’d  ;  an 
OfFlpring  is  to  the  moft  the  chief  means  of  living  * 
after  they  are  dead :  And  truly  however  this 
way  of  Surviving  may  feem  to  fall  much  fhort 
of  the  other  ;  infomuch  that  fome  Perfons,  fa¬ 
mous  in  their  Name  and.  Attainments  ,  have 
C  as  tis  reported  of  Jofeph  Scaliger  )  choftn  ra- 
ther  to  be  the  laft  of  the  Family,  „  than  hazard 
their  Glory  in  aPofterity  that  fhall  faU  fhort  of 
it ;  yet  fuppofing  a  man  were  allow’d  to  be  only 
in  One  of  either  of  thefe  ways  r emembred  after 
Death,  I  cannot  tell  whether  Children  may  not 
juftly  be  preferr  d  before  the  other;  For  he  that 

k  *4l  V  « • 
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dies  celebrated  for  Tome  great  A&ions  is  at  the 
utmoft  of  his  Atchievcnents ,  and  cannot  be 
more  than  he  is:  But  W  who  hamgbeen  no 
more  than  ordinarily  taken  notice  of,  dies  em 
compared  with  a  Plenteous  Progeny,  may 
th rough  //,  and  long  Dependents  from  it,  be 
inftrumental  to  a  greater  number  of  worthy 
Deeds,  than  One  alone  is  capable  of  in  his  Tin¬ 
gle  Perfon.  And  why  may  not  Honour  be  re¬ 
flected  on  Anceftors  by  the  Noble  Deeds  of  Po- 
fterity,  as  well  as  Pofteriry  be  graced  by  the 
Virtues  of  Anceftors  ?  Buttho  there  fhould  in 
none  of  thofe  who  fpring  from  a  man,  be  any 
very  eminent  Performances,  and  only  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  fuch  ordinary  Virtues  as  make  Society 
happy  ;  yet  a  good  quantity  of  fuch  common  Vir¬ 
tues  \vi  Many  Generations ,  may  by  much  outweigh 
’  the  umemmon  and  Brave  Actions  of  only  One  Man, 
and  may  alfo  kindly  prefer ve  on  wards  the  Name 
of  Progenitors  ;  while  the  greater  Fame of  one 
who  long  fince  was  the  laft:  of  his  Family,  may 
very  much  cool  ,  and  be  rarely  mentioned. 
Whence  we  may  fee  that  Many  Children  are  Fa 
far  from  minifiring  unto  Death,  that  they  are 
an  excellent  Remedy  againft  it,  and  give  fuch 
a  Life  to  a  man  in  more  Ages  befides  his  own,  as 
one  who  prudently  affedis  not  to  oe  buried  in 
Earth  ana  Oblivion  too,  would  deflre  to  live. 
It  is  fuperfluous,  tho  not  altogether  . 

f impertinent,  to  add  here  a  y  Cu- 
ftom  oblerved  by  fome  of  the  Tar-  ries,  &c* 

t-trs.  of  Marry  ingthofe  their  Chil- 
•  G  3  dren 
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dren  after  Deaths  who  chanc’d  to  be  unmarried 
while  they  lived :  Which  though  it  favours  of 
as  much  Fondnefs  in  Temporals  as  the  Baptizing 
and  Communicating  the  Dead  did  in  Spirituals, 
yet  it  well  fignifies,  as  a  kind  of  W/jhfyg  that 
Death  might  be  fruftrated  by  the  Increaies  of 
fuch  their  Children  in  another  Stare,  fo  likewife  * 
an  efteeming  of  themfelves  chiefly  to  Live  in 
the  Mult  if  heat  ions  of  their  furviving  IJTue  ' 
here. 

Imufi  not  here  neither  forget  thofe  whole 
Part  I  take.  It  is  therefore  my  Counfel  to  them, 
that  through  Carelefnefs  or  Ingratitude  they  let 
not  any  of  the  Privileges  and  Bleftings  of  Hu- 
tngn  Life  fall  to  the  ground  not  taken  notice  of, 
pr  undervalued  :  And  that  they  make  not  to 
themfelves  any  JViiferies  which  may  be  reckoned 
rather  to  their  o\$n  fault ,  than  to  the  condition  of 
their  Nature  :  So  will  thofe  that  they  cannot  help 
be  much  fewer,  and  more  eafiiy  born.  And 
when  they  fee  any  Afflictions  coming  towards 
or  falling  upon  them,  let  them  be  received  and 
undergone  with  fuch  an  excellent  Spirit,  as  fhall 
(hew  their  Virtues  to  be  far  talley  than  their 


Miferies.  Let  them  yield  themfelves  a  Sight 
worthy  to  have  God  and  the  Holy  Angels  Spe¬ 
ctators  :  For  fuch  is  a  Brave  Man  combating 
with  Troubles,'  and  conquering  by  bearing 
them.  So  will  they  alfo  give  a  juft  Caufe  to 
men  to  fay.  That  the  prefent  Generation  had 
fallen  fhort  of  an  Honour,  if  fuch  Iflue  had  not 
kwt  or  had  been  lefs  than  it  is.  t 
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And  as  for  Death ,  let  them  mjnifcrt 
thev  can  bear  it  without  grudging,  as  it  is  th- 
cJSnon  Lot  of  all  men!  That  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  it  not  more  terrible  than  ^ 

world :  That  they  fear  tt  not  m '  a  ^  Cfu[h? 
and  that  they  can  even  defire  it  alio  as  luc  , 
which  by  killing  them  puts  an  end  to  the  Mile 

ries  of  Life,  and  after  a  whde  • 

Body  as  well  as  Soul  live  more  tbairtverbe  e 
they  did.  Yet  while  they  are  here,  and  their 
Father  is  yet  alive,  let  tbem^lve  SaU  ? 

fa£tion  of  feeing  that  He_ flaall  not  dye  ™  J 
hve,  but  Ihall  have  in  Them* 
which  (hall  it  [elf  remember  him  wi  \ofl0U. 
nefs,and  caufe  his  Memory' with  other  f  uul t  A 
ri0i And  let  them  perffiade  themfelves  Cfor  they 
truly  may  )  that  by  Miferyand  Mortality  tney 
haveonePrivilege  which  even ^e  Bf-^d  mH  ^ 
ven  have  not ;  w^.The  teftifvingt  • 

their  Live  and  Obedience  even  to  Difficulties 

Death  it tf.  Mgjf-g 
it  proceed  from  an  Imperfedho  •  ’  r  eer„ 

as  acceptable  to  God  as  thofe  expreffions  ol  Set, 

vice  which  more  Perfed  Beings  can  give. 

Other  Thing  ( itpake  of)  is  This;  to 

Wi¥hat  fince  there  are  fo  many 

rations  to  the  world,  and  the 

that  are  good  men  is  very  fmall  10  it.  an(j 
'  Ihofethal  me  otherwife ,  may  not  the  ^ 
,  Probabilities  of  fo  man)  being  wfer able  ■ 

VI  At 
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world ,  be  a  fad  Argument  againft  a  Numerous 
IJfue  to  ReligiousParents?  who  are  in  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  not  be  better  that  fuch  IJfue  Ihould 
never  be  at  all ,  or  Ihould  dye  when  at  yet  fecure  in 
Infancy  >  than  be  in  toofure  danger  of  mifcarrying, 
as  to  a  Future  State. 

This  Obje&ion  is  not  thought  of  every 
where  5  and  where  it  is,  is  lefs  ufed  to  b q  urg’d 
openly \  than  commonly  to  give, a  fcret  uneafwefs 
to  thole  whole  Piety  engageth  their  Thoughts 
often  towards  another  world.  But  it  doth  not 
therefore  the  lefs  deferve  to  befpokento. 

The  Snares  indeed  and  Temptations  of  the 
world,  and  the  large  Numbers  of  thofe  who 
lhall  not  be  happy  in  the  next  Life,  are'  matter 
of  fad  and  melancholy  Confideration  :  Yet  the 
‘Number  of  the  Good  is,  we  truft,  not  ibfmall , 
asfome  in  their  Seventy  have  thought  it.  It 
hath  given  me  an  inward  Cheering,  when  I 
have  read  Apoc.  7.9.  of  a^great  mult  it  udey which 
no  man  could  number ,  of  all  Nations ,  and  Kjndreds , 
rind  People ,  and  Tongues  ^/landing  b  fore  the' Throne 
and  the  Lamb ?  c  loathed  with  white  Robes }  and  Palms 
in  their  handu  And  there  being  Twelve  Gates 
into  the  New  Jferufalem  (which  if 
ev.  21. 12.  ke  not  Heaven,  mutt  yet  be  grant¬ 
ed  in  all  refpefts  a  Type  of  it )  is,  we  hope5  a 
good  Argument  again tt  thofe  who  would  make 
even  One  to  be  too  much  for  Them  who  are  to  en¬ 
ter  therein. 

But  what  is  of  moment  in  the  prefent  Cafe, 
h  this  5  viz.  That  as  to  the  flite  of  a  more  or 

lefs  V 
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left  Numerous  Offspring  in  the  other  world,  it 
will  be  Wifdom ,  and  perhaps  Duty  too,  not  to 
-be  further  felicitous  about  it,  than  lo  as  to  en¬ 
gage  our  felves  to  the  greateft  Care  and  Dili¬ 
gence  in  the  educating  them  religioufly.  This 
indeed  the  thoughts  of  another  Life  may  well 
prompt  us  to.  But  God’s  hiding  the  knowledge 
of  mens  particular  State  from  us,  (  out  or  com¬ 
panion,  no  doubt,  to  our  frail  condition  neie) 
may  make  us  difcard  all  anxioufnefs  concei  mng 
it  We  are  endued  with  AffeCtions  that  are 
eafily  ftirred  up  ;  and  when  they  are  fo,  are  oft 
beyond  our  power  either  to  govern  or  well  bear 
them  m7  infbmuch  that  I  cannot  tell  whether  even 
tfthe  certain  knowledge  of  our  Relations  being 
Happy  would  be  fo  agreeable  to  us  in  this  world : 
l  am  fure  the  knowledg  of  their  being  certain- 

be  a  grief  not  eafy  to  be  en¬ 
dured  ;  and  fuch  as  would  call  for  more  lament¬ 
ing  expreflions  than  0  Abfalom, my  Jon  , my  fon. 
Befides,  it  would  poffibty  affix  Difcredit  upon 
us  abroad,  as  being  worfe  than  thole  Capital 
Punifhments  which  throw  a  ScanGal  on  the 
whole  Families  of  thofe  that  undergo  them.? 
God  therefore  in  Mercy  towards  us  doth  lo  order 
it  that  we  fhall  have  no  abfolute  Ajjurance  of 
thofe  whom  we  mo ttre/Hn;  and  fame  Hope  tor 
^ thofe  whom  yet  we  have  fears  of,  relervmgthe 
full  manifeftation  of  tbefe  things  till  we  come 
to  that  State  where  our  Knowledge  fhall  mot  be 
^difturbed  by  Irregularities  of  Paflion.  In  the 
mean  time  we  are  directed  the  more  pleaiant 

%  i  '  way. 
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way ,  in  being  commanded  to  be  charitable ; 
which  hath  no  lefs  refpeft  to  the  dead  than  to 
the  living  ;  and  we  have  reaibn  to  hope,  That 
God  who  enjoyns  our  Charity ,  will  not  be  want- 
jng  in  his  own  Mercy „ 

I  muft  confefs  that  our  Infant-Children  (  I 
fpeak  of  them  as  Chriftian  )  dying  while  fucfy 
may  feem  more  fecure  than  thofedo  who  dye  in 
Riper  Years,  or  Old  Age  :  Innocence,  as  yet 
accompanied  with  no  Actual  Sin,  giving  us  few¬ 
er  fears  than  even  Virtues  do,  with  which  there 
is  a  Mixture  of  many  Failures.  But  yet  we  are 
not  allow’d  to  wifh  that  they  may  upon  this 
icore  dye  while  they  are  Infants.  For  herein 
we  are  to  follow  the  Ends  of  God  and  Nature, 
by  whom  Infants  are  defign’d  for  the  growing 
unto  Men,  and  the  being  uleful  inrtheir  Gene¬ 
ration;  which  they  noway  are  inf their  Non¬ 
age  ;  and  the  Event  of  things  we  mufttruft  to 
the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God. 

But  tho  Infants,  when  they  dye  fuch,  are  to 
our  apprelienfion  in  a  fate  ftaxef  yet  the  Privi- 1 
leges  of  thole,  who  are  grown  up  are  much 
greater,  whether  as  to  this ,  or  the  other  world. 

They  can  here  actually,  and  in  their  own  Per- 
fons,  be  obedient  to  the  moft  excellent  Laws  and 
Government  of  our  Lord,  can  exefcife  many 
Virtues  and  Graces,  and  therein  be  exemplary 
unto  others.  They  have  the  advantage  of  know¬ 
ing  and  being  aflured,  That  If  eaven  is  promis’d, 
and  will  be  given  as  a  reward  to  them  that  live 
Holy  Lives :  An  which  Infants,  as  fuch, 
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uncapable  of.  And  however  Snares  there  be, 
and  Temptations  in  the  world,  yet  they  will  be 
hurt  by  none  of  them,  unlefs  themfelves  be  in 
the  fault,  and  do  carelefly  or  wilfully  run  into 
them. 

Should  it  be  Laid ,  That  all  thefe  Privileges 
are  exceeded  by  the  Surenefs  of  Blits,  that  the 
Death  of  Infants  placeth  them  in  :  Thanit  is 
much  better  to  be  exerting  pure  afls  of  Praife 
and  Love  in  Heaven  (  for  this  we  doubt  not  but 
Infants  there  do ;  Heaven  being  fuch  only  to  en¬ 
larged  Underfiandings ,  and  rais’d  and  refin’d 
AfteHions  )  than  be  lerving  God  imperfe&ly 
on  earth ;  and  more  defir able  to  be  in  Happi- 
nefs  without  knowing  any  thing  of  it  before¬ 
hand,  than  to  live  here  below  till  we  know  it 
indeed  in  fome  meafure,  but  yet  in  the  mean 
while  are  befet  with  fo  many  dangers,  that  it 
may  too  much  be  fear’d  we  fhall  lofe  it :  I  would 

rqdx, 

That  to  the  Privileges  which  are  to  men  in 
this  World,  above  thole  of  Infants  while  here, 
there  is  this  alfo  in  Heaven ;  viz.  That  tho  In¬ 
fants  dying  fuch  are  happy  there,  yet  thole  who 
live  a  longer  Life  here  in  the  exercile  of  our 
Holy  Religion,  lhall  be  more  happy.  There  are 
!j  doubtlefs  Degrees  of  Glory  in  Heaven,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Degrees  of  being  Virtuous  on  Earth. 
And  hewho  with  Valour  and  Conftancy  hath 
fought  agaifift  his  Spiritual  Enemies,  Chall  have 
a  much  weightier  Crown,  than  he  who  as  yet 
hath  been  below  the  making  an  Alfault.  And 
•  ■ :  .  v  -  *  *  '  ■'  though 


io8  Idpifcourfe  concerning  the 

though  thefe  our  Enemies  are  many  and  ftrong, 
and  their  Stratagems  are  every  where  laid  for 
our  Overthrow,?  yet  we  may  go  on  with  Refo- 
lution  and  Cheerfulnefs  too,  if  we  look  to  the 
Infinite  Rewards  that  are  held  out  unto  us,  in 
cafe  we  overcome  ;  and  overcome  we  certainly 
may,  by  Divine  Affiftance ;  which  never  is  de- 
*  nied  to  faithful  endeavours  ;  and 
a  Kings  6.16.  ( to  ufe  the  Prophet’s  words  )  They 
that  be  with  us  are  .more  than  they  that 
be  with  them .  So  that  all  things  being  rightly 
confidered,  it  may  very  truly  be  faid,  that  it  is 
not  better  to  dye  in  Infancy,  than  to  live  in  fb 
many  dangers  afterwards  of  mifcarrying. 

And  if  it  be  not  better  to  dye  in  Infancy, 
where  there  is  good  affurance  of  Safety,  then 
certainly  it  cannot  be  thought  better  to  be  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  having  no  Being  at  all,  that  fo  the  dan¬ 
gers  may  be  avoided  as  to  a  Future  State:  For  Non- 
Being  is  not  capable  of  any  good.  % 

I  will  take  leave  of  thofe  for  whom  I  have 
hitherto  argued,  and  whofe  Welfare  I  heartily 
wifh,  when  I  have  added  this  one  word ;  viz. 

Whereas  their  affefltionate  Parents  are  above 
all  things  in  the  world  folicitous  for  their  Eter¬ 
nal  Welfare,  and  find  their  Spirits  fink  fb  oft  as  * 
they  fear  left  any  of  thofe  whofe  Being  they  have 
been  inftrumental  to,  whom  they  have  carefully 
nurs’d  up,  and  who  are  extremely  ddar  to  them, 
fhould  in  another  world  be  miferable :  Let  thefe 
by  a  Carriage  full  of  Innocence,  and  Virtuous^ 

Sweet-  # 
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Sweetnefs  (  fuch  as  fhall  favour  of  Heaven  be¬ 
fore-hand  )  difplace  fuch  fears,  and  plant  the 
moft  chearful  hopes  in  the  room  of  them.  It 
is  a  great  kindnefs  (  even  where  it  is  moft  Du¬ 
ty  )  for  any  one  to  be  much  concerned  for  the 
well-doing  of  Thele,  and  their  being  Happy ;  and 
it  Ihould  at  leaft  have  this  Requital,  viz.  their 
Endeavours  for  the  attaining  unto  Both.  And 
.when  they  can  be  grateful  to  their  beft  Friends 
/for  fuch  their  Parents  are /by  being  good  to 
themlelves,  me  thinks  it  Ihould  the  more  kindly 
prevail  upon  them  fo  to  be.  And  this  I  would 
the  more  earneftly  urge,  as  to  every  one  in  par¬ 
ticular  for  himlelf,  fb  mutually  for  each  other, 
and  the  whole  Flock  >  there  being  none  of  them 
but  what  is  to  be,  I  lay  not  only  his  Brother's, 
but  his  Brethrens  Keeper  in  this  refpeft.  Even 
the  damp’d  Rich  Man  was  anxi- 
oully  defirous  that  none  of  his  five  e  l6'  27‘ 
Brethren  might  come  into  that  place  of 
Torment.  And  it  would  be  a  very  great  Re¬ 
proach  ,  if  there  Ihould  be  more  Carefulnels 
from  a  Brother  in  Hell  to  his  Brotherhood  on 
Earth,  for  the  avoiding  Mifery  in  the  next 
world,  than  from  Brothers  here  to  the  reft  of 
their  Number. 

1  /  «  %  K  B  .  •  T  W a,'-  '  W-v  ^  V  *  '  \  \  W*  . 

'  r-*  ^ 

But,  Sir,  IJmagineyou  may  jocularly  fay,' 
That  the  things  which  I  have  urged  may  pre¬ 
vail  poflibly  upon fome ;  but  to  Ton  and  Tours%  to 
whom  they  are  written,  they  are  of  fmall  ac- 
*  count ;  your  felf  being  a  Clergy- many  and  the 

•  *  >  "  Children 
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Children  of  fuch  lying  generally  under  the  imputati¬ 
on  of  not  proving  well,  becabft  they  are  Mint  Iters 
Children. 

Should  fuch  a  thing  be  laid  by  you,  I  dare 
fay  it  would  be  jocularly  laid ;  unlefsas  you  are 
concern’d  that  fuch  an  uncharitable  Cenfure 
fhould  be  entertain’d  by  fo  many :  For  to  lay 
truth,  it  is  lo  widely  Ipread,  that  it  may  al- 
moll  be  reckoned  among  thole  that  are  vulgar 
Errors.  • 

If  the  Children  of  others  do  amils,  it  is 
look’d  upon  as  an  effeft  of  their  Parents  Negli¬ 
gence,  or  as  their  own  fault :  But  when  Theft 
go  awry,  or  are  otherwife  unfortunate,  there  is 
fomewhat  elfe  underftood  to  be  in  it.;  as  if  God 
did  not  lo  much  favour  Them,  as  he  ufually  doth 
the  I [f tie  of  other  men.  It  is  an  unhappinels  that 
mens  eyes  are  fix’d  upon  theft  with  an gxpettati- 
on  of  their  milcarrying  ;  and  when  any  thing 
falls  out  the  worft  way,  with  an  interpreting  it 
to  their  being  born  of  Juch  Parents.  And  if  thoft 
of  the  Clergy  were  as  apt  to  admit  of  fuch  an 
opinion  concerning  their  Children  ,  as  fome 
others  are,  their  Care  in  educating  them  would 
be  much  dampt ;  it  being  a  vain  thing  to  hope 
for.  good  fuccefs  there,  where  Heaven  is  deem’d  * 
averft.  But  thanks  be  to  God  the  Cenfure  falls 
upon  thole  who  have  eyefight  fufficient  to  fee 
through  and  defpife  it,  and  whole  Piety  will  de- 
lerve  better  things.  However,  were  it  fo  as 
fome  men- think,  yet  the  Quantity  or  Number 
of  their  Children  is  not  to  be  reprehended  fo  • 
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much  as  the  Quality,  or  their  being  the  Qff- 
fpring  of  Clergy-men. 

But  to  fhew  that  thofe  of  the  Clergy  may 
have  as  good  hopes  of  their  Children  as  fuch  ; 
and  confequently  as  much  reafon  for  encourage' 
ment  from  a  great  number  as  any  others  may,  I 
will  briefly  enquire  into  the  Ground  of  the  Cen¬ 
fure  concerning  fuch  Children  ;  and  manifefl: 
how  vain  it  is.  I  will  likewife  fhew,  how 
jaljly  their  proving  worfe  than  others  is  laid  to 
their  Charge •,  and  alfo  what  reafon  there  is  that 
they  fhould  rather  prove  better  than  others. 

As  to  the  Ground  of  this  Cenfure,  I  cannot 
perceive  that  it  is  any  thing  elfe  than  the  Cler¬ 
gy’s  marrying.  We  know  that  Celibacy  is  efteem- 
ed  abfolutely  neceflary  to  Priefts  in  the  RomejJj 
Church,  as  being  C for  fq  they  give  out)  a 
more  Pure  State :  And  this  our  Nation  being 
once  under  that  Communion,  all  the  Clergy 
were  bound  to  the  fame  thing :  But  in  the  Re¬ 
formation  it  being  allowed  to  Minifters  to  mar¬ 
ry,  as  not  being  any  where  forbidden  in  Sacred 
Scripture,  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Rome  objed 
it  as  an  Impurity  in  our  Clergy  ;  and  fb  the 
Children  begotten  in  fuch  Marriage  mull,  for- 
footh,  have  a  mark  of  God’s  Dilpleafure  upon 
them  on  that  account :  And  the  common  Peo¬ 
ple,'  who,  to  fay  truth,  have  generally  no  kind- 
nefs  for  Romijb  Superftition,  •  do  yet  unawares 
clofe  with  it  *  in  retaining  a  Cenfure  which 
owes  its  Birth  wholly  thereunto. 

But 
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But  furely  under  the  Priefthood  of  old, 
where  the  greateft  outward  fignifications  of 
Purity  were  enjoin’d  ,  Marriage  was  never 
e (teem’d  fuch  an  Impure  State.  The  High- 
'  Prieft  was  indeed  limited  to  a  Virgin,  as  a 
greater  expreflion  of  Cleannefs ;  (  for  a  widow, 
or  divorc’d  woman,  or  prophane,  or  an  harlot,  be 
was  not  to  take.  Lev.  21.  1 4’  )  hut  Marriage  as 
fuch,  was  not  accounted  a  Condition  unbe-  , 
coming  Sacerdotal  Purity,  Under  the  Gofpel, 
Marriage  is  termed  honour  able  in  all 7  and  the  bed 
undefiled :  And  why  that  which  is  honourable 
and  undefiled  in  all  perfons  from  God,  fhould 
beefteemed  impure  to  any,  1  fee  not:  Efpeci- 
allybythofe  oF  the  Church  of  Rome ,  who  ex¬ 
alt  it  fb  high  as  to  be  a  Sacrament  in  the  Laity. 
To  make  it  fo  eminently  holy  in  the >People9  as  to 
be  a  Sacrament,*  and  fo  very  vile  in  the  Clergy , 
as  to  be  worfe  than  Fornication,  is  a  Myftery 
not  eafy  to  be  understood  ;  or  rather  an  Abfur- 
dity  very  open  to  every  one’s  view.  In  the 
pureft  and  firft  times  it  was  not  thought  unwor¬ 
thy  of  thofeon  whom  the  Sacred  Fun£tionlay. 
St.  Paul  pleads  it  as  his  r  iro  /  . 

(ijler ,  a  wife,  as  well  as  theLOtber  [Apojlles,  ns  the 
brethren  of  the  Lord  ,  and  Cephas ,  i  Col.  9*  5* 
And /  ‘bidding  to  marry  is  one  of  thole  ill  things 
which  is  aferibed  to'  them  who  in  the  latter  times 
fhall  depart  from  the  faith ,  1  Tirtl.  4;  In  the 
Nicene  Council ,  when  a.  New  Law  was. about 
to  be  mads,  That  thole  who  were  married  be¬ 
fore  they  had  taken  on  them  Holy  Orders, 

,  £houl& 


Having  Many  Children «  1 1  5 

fbould  leave  their  Wives,  Paphmt- 
tiusy  a  moft  Pious  Bilhop,  *  with'  g  *  **»& 
vehemence  oppoled  it ;  crying,  An  cap.  8.  Sozon*. 
heavy  Yoke  was  not  to  be  impoied  1.  r.  c.  22. 
upon  them  ;  urging  that  of  toe  A- 
poftle,  but  now  mentioned,  Marriage  is  honoura¬ 
ble  in  dl ;  and  giving  to  Mariage  in  the  Clergy 
the  name  of  Chaftity.  It  was  indeed  term  a 
there  a  Tradition,  That  thofe  who  became 
Priefts  before  Marriage,  fhould  not  marry  after. 
But  it  is  not  unreafonable  to  thinly ,  that  the 
Diftreffes  of  Cbriftiamty,  and  St.  Paul's  advice 
thereupon,  i  Cor .  j .  were  at  firft  the  cauie^  of 
not  marrying  after  Holy  Orders  ;  they  being 
willing  to  have  as  little  hindrance  as  might  be, 
amidft  thofe  Conflicts  they  were  fo  often  expo- 
fed  to.  But  though  Celibacy,  which  Perfect 
tion  at  firft  did  thus  occafion,  grew  by  degrees 
lo  inordinately  into  efteem  afterwards,  that  it 
was  not  left  free  to  be  taken  up  or  refufed ,  but  was 
irnpofed,  yet  the  Councils  permitting  thofe  that 
were  married  while  Laicks,  to  retain  their  Wives 
under  the  Sacred  Function,  IhewM  that  Mar¬ 
riage  to  Ecclefiafticks  was  not  thought  in  its  own 
nature  to  be  unlawful  *,  for  what  was  abfclutely 
fo,  could  not  juftly  have  been  allowed  to  any. 

Tis  certain  that  many  of  the  Ancients  had 
too  high  and  exalted  thoughts  of  Celibacy,  and 
'too  low  and  mean  ones  of  Wedlock  ;  there 
haying  been  hardly  fo  much  as  one  of  them 

who  have  written  of  Virginity  (which  as  it 
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imports  Singlenefs  and  Purity  of  Life ,  may 
refped  either  Sex  )  but  hath  condemned  the 
contrary  ftate,  or  at  leaft  fpoken  very  underva- 
luingly  of  it.  They  are  the  words  of  Dyd. 
Alex  And.  That  tho  the  nfe  of  Marriage  be  permit¬ 
ted  in  the  worlds  yet  it  is  called  Sin  in  comparifon 
of  Virginity.  And  thofe  of  Cyril  Hierof  in  his 
Catecheticks ,  (  which  the  Roman  DoCtors  will 
have  to  be  genuinely  his )  are  not  left  extrava¬ 
gant  ;  That  if  the  Virgin  Mary  rvas  fo  much  ho - 
mured  for  carrying  Jefus  Chrifl  the  j 'pace  of  Nine 
Months y  rve  ought  yet  more  to  honour  Chrijlians  for 
keeping  their  Virginity  many  years.  This,  'viz,. 
Celibacy,  was  extolled  as  a  Virtue  that  came 
from  Heaven,  and  at  prefent  rank’d  thofe  that 
embraced  it,  among  Celeftial  Beings *,  whilft 
Marriage  was  look'd  upon  to  be  fuch  as  was 

rather  *  yielded  to  the  world  for  a 
*  Chryfofl  de  Remecjy  againft  Incontinence,  than 

Virgmitat*  ordain’d  for  the  Frefervation  of 
i  Greg.  Nyf.  Mankind ;  and  would  have  been  f 
deCreat.Hom-  t00  groj^  for  the  Increafe  of  Men 

in  the  ftate  of  Innocence;  Among  fuch  thoughts 
asthefe  it  was,  perhaps,  that  Second  Marriages 
were  fb  courfely  treated,  and  thofe  engaged  in 
them  efteemed  little  different  from  Criminals^: 
for  without  fuch  Unchar itablenefs,  the  Apoftle  s 
words,  i  Tim.  J.  That  a  bifhop  or  deacon  fhould 
be  the  husband  of  one  ivife9  would  have  made  no¬ 
thing  againft  them ;  thofe  implying  either  the 

not  having  more  Wives  than  one  at  a  time ;  or 
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elfe  the  taking  another  Wife,  after  one  had  been 
for  incompetent  reafons ,  divorc’d :  Both  of 
which  were  forbidden  by  our  Lord.  But  where 
neither  of  thefe  two  Cafes  were,  a  man  might 
be  termed  the  Husband  of  One  Wife,  in 
St.  Paul's  meaning,  though  he  were  a  fecond 
timeentred  into  Marriage.  And  truly  the  con¬ 
demning  of  Jovinian  for  an  Heretick,  by  Pope 
Sir  ictus  and  his  Clergy  at  Rome,  on  no  other 
evidence  than  his  having  aflerted  in  a  Difcourfe, 
That  Widows  and  Married  Women  were  not  to  be 
lefs  regarded  than  Vtrgins,  if  they  have  the  fame 
Virtues ,  (  for  tho  he  maintain’d  fome  other  Opi¬ 
nions  ,  which  St.  Jerom  afterward  anfwered, 
yet  they  were  not  at  that  time  confidered  )  was 
fo  very  fevere,  that  a  charitable  man  wpuld  be 
loth  to  have  been  of  the  Jury.  The  Council  of 
Gangra,  for  the  correcting  thefe  Errors,  which 
in  her  time  did  much  prevail,  made  the  Ninth 
and  Tench  Canons  againft  thofe  who  kept  their 
Virginity  out  of  an  abhorrence  of  Marriage ,  and 
i»f, died  over  thofe  who  were  in  the  Conjugal 
fiate.  # 

And  yet  though  Celibacy  was  enjoined  by  a 
Law  to  Bilhops,  Priefts,  and  Deacons  in  the 
Well,  there  was  no  fuch  Law  in  the  Eaft ,  but 
the  Clergy  there  had  the  liberty  of  Marrying, 
if  they  thought  good  ;  and  fome  ot  the  beft 
Character  did  not  refute  to  do  it.  Even  in  this 
©ur  Nation,  till  the  year  1102,  Marriage  was 
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c  m  tv  not  forbidden  to  the  Clergy.  cAnd 
ran^Devonfii.  * when  Anftlm  then  forbad  it,  our 
—  #  ‘Writers  of  tbofe  days  complain 
4  of  him,  as  forcing  Scripture  and  Nature.  And 
6  tbo  lome  thought  it  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
4  Purity,  yet  others  took  it  to  be  moil  perilous ; 
c  left  while  by  this  means  they  aimed  at 
4  Cleannefs  above  rheir  power  >  they  fhould 
4  fall  into  horrible  Uncleannefs,  to  the  exceed* 
4  ing  great  fhame  of  Chriftianity.  This  may 
juftiy  be  faid,  f  hat  it  would  be  much  for  the 
Reputation  of  thole  who  are  in  that  ftate 
which  they  call  the  more  Pure  one,  if  they 
carried  it  fo  chaftly  as  they  do  who  are  in 
(as  *tis  termed  )  the  more  Impure.  Which 
yet  though  it  be  fo  far  from  Impure,  that  it 
is  in  its  own  nature  lawful,  yea  holy,  and 
fuch  as  they  have  a  Right  to ,  they  do  not 
agaiaft  Laws  break  into,  but  by  the  Statutes 
of  the  Realm  are  allow’d  it.  A  thing  which 
as  it  fhews  the  Ground  of  the  Centime  againft 
the  Clergy’s  Children  to  be  vain,  fo  it  may  iike- 
wife  encourage  their  being  well  thought  of,  and 
favourably  accepted. 

•  But  as  the  Ground  of  their  being  cenfm 
red  is  'vain,  fo  their  proving  generally  ivorfe 
than  others  is  very  faifdy  laid  to  their  Charge. 
They  are  indeed  ,  together  with  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Laity,  in  a  world  full  of  Dan¬ 
gers,  Temptations,  and  Troubles ;  and  fo 
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they  are  fubjeft  to  the  like  Mifcarriages 
with  them ,  which  they  too  often  fall  into. 
And  the  Fathers  of  fome  oi  thele  are  mads 
fad  by  their  Extravagancies,  as  well  as  other 
Fathers  are  by  fome  oi  theirs,  the  moie  is 
the  pity  on  either  hand.  But  yet  we  can 
hardly  look  abroad ,  but  we  find  the  Inftan- 
ces  thick  Town  (and  amongft  them  (I  ipeak 
it  without  Flattery  J  in  a  more  eminent  man¬ 
ner,  your  felf )  on  whom  Goes  s  Blefiing  ma- 
nifeftly  appears,  and  who  have  aoundantly 
anfwered  the  chearful  hopes  that  were  once 
conceived  of  them.  But  it  then  chiefly  ap¬ 
pears  that  this  Cenfure  ,  with  all  its  ur.cha- 
ritablenefs  ,  is  quite  thrown  to  the  ground , 
when  Tbtfe  Ihew  thcmfelves  in  a  Body  at 
thole  Annual  Feafls  which  in  fome  Countries 
are  kept  up,  for  the  convincing  their  Adver- 
f tries  that  they  are  not  thofe  ill-proving  and 
nn-bletl  Numbers  which  they  would  make 
them  \  for  the  exercifing  their  Love  and  Kind™ 
nefs  one  to  another  ;  and  for  the  exprefftng  of 
their  Charity  in  the  placing  out  fome  of  their 
own  Quality  ,  who  are  Orphans  or  Poor.  It 
to  be,  fome  of  them  in  very  Creditable,  and 
fome  in  Honourable  Stations  in  the  Church » 
if  to  be  of  worthy  Frofeflions  and  Callings 
in  the  State ,  and  of  great  account  in  them  , 
as  many  of  them  cannot  but  be  own’d  to 
be  i  if  to  enjoy  fair  Eftates ,  and  to  have 
Souls  large  enough  lb  to  ule  them  ,  as  to 


1 1 8  ^  Vlfcourfe  concerning  the 

be  thought  not  unworthy  of  them  ;  yea,  if 
to  have ,  when  in  meaner  Circumftances , 
thofe  who  in  Generofity  and  Pity  will  look 
after  and  provide  for  them ,  be  the  being  un* 
blejly  and  the  proving  worfe  than  others ,  they 
then  are  indeed  unbleft  ,  and  do  prove  ex¬ 
tremely  ill.  But  if  theft  things  now  men¬ 
tioned  be  the  Marks  and  Expreffions  of  God’s 
Favour  (and  what  Marks  and  Expreffions 
of  it,  with  refpefl  to  Temporals  ,  can  there 
be  greater  than  thele?)  the  Children  of  Mi- 
nifters,  in  general  fpeaking,  are  moft  falfly 
faid  to  be  deftitute  of  them ,  and  ill-proving 
and  unbleft.  I  cannot  yet ,  methinks,  be  fo 
very  much  moved  at  thoft  who  have  been 
the  firft  in  railing,  and  are  the  chief  in  nou- 
rifhing  this  Report  againft  them ;  fince  it 
hath  fallen  upon  fuch ,  who  as  they  are  of 
W  it  enough  to  vindicate  themftlves  ,  fo  are 
of  Learning  and  Courage  enough  alfb  to  lay 
open  and  overthrow  the  Errors  and  Superfti- 
tion  of  thoft  their  Adverlaries.  And  it  may 
be  a  great  pleafure  to  think,  that  as  our*  fa¬ 
mous  Nurferies  of  good  Literature  fend 
forth  large  Numbers  into  the  Church  ,  fo 
theft  ( to  their  great  Honour  we  fpeak  it) 
fend  Recruits  thither,  as  many  as,  perhaps 
ttQre  than,  any  other  Profeffions  do:  And  in 
all  Faculties  there  they  both  deferve  and  find 
Encouragement  accordingly, 

^  *  * '  A  *  ^  »*.» 
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Let  us  now  fee  what  Reafon  there  may 
be,  not  only  for  their  not  proving  mr/e,  but 
for  their  rather  proving  better  otJ  /  * 

And  indeed  there  is  fotnething  in  their  hdu- 
cation  which  may  more  than  ordinary  en- 

title  them  to  Gods  Bleffing.  The  Cler* 
gv’s  Office,  we  know,  is  not  only  to  Preach 

to  the  well-grown,  but  to  inftrua  the  Youth 
alfo  committed  to  their  Charge.  * 

they  are  to  do  (  and  we  doubt  not  but  they 
in  the  generality  do  it  )  out  of  Confcience 
towards  God,  and  fincere  endeavours  to  plant 
in  them  Vertue  and  Piety.  And  Prayers  are 
to  accompany  thefe  their  Engavours  for  the 
bringing  them  to  good  effed.  ^ow 
they  do  to  others  more  at  large ,  we  cannot 
but  think  they  do  to  their  own  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  and  more  uninterrupted  manner,  as  bei  g 
always  near  them.  And  from  more 
ly  repeated  Precepts,  we  may  reafonaoly  1m  - 
gine^that  the  grounds  of  Duty  will  be  t 
furelier  laid.  Not  that  many  other  Parents 
are  not  to  be  thought  very  folicitous  and 
highly  induftrious  ,  for  the  breeding  up  their 
Children:  But  comparing  the  Number  of 
thefe  with  a  like  Number  of  others ,  it  wii 
not  be  uncharitable  to  think  that  More 
Thefe  are  more  religioufly  bent  than  are  of 
Thole  others.  And  being  continually  enga- 
'  fefinlhe  fa rch  of  Divine  Things  (which 
SLv  themfelves  with  the  gteater  »«<■£* 
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And  Beauty ,  where  with  a  Devout  Mind  they 
are  moft  lock’d  into)  they  may  juftly  be 
efteemed  to  be  more  concerned  for  the  propa¬ 
gating  them  abroad  ;  but  chiefly  for  the  doing  j 
it  in  thofe  who  are  in  a  more  dole  Tye  a  | 
part  of  them  ft  Ives.  Thus  Sacred  Precepts  be¬ 
ing  inftill’d ,  and  the  Difpofitions  of  their 
Children  inform’d  with  other  fuitable  Parts  of 
Education  ;  and  both  followed  with  Blel- 
flngs  and  Prayers  from  a  Priefl’ s  Mouth  in  a 
Father  s,  they  are  the  better  fitted  for  doing 
well,  and  for  the  Divine  Favour  to  go  along 
with  therm  K  4  **  ,  v: 

>*  i  t  ( t  ■  t  a  .  ,  . 

In  what  hath  been  laid,  thofe  of  the  Fe¬ 
male  Sex  have  been  concerned  as  well  as  o« 
jhers.  It  yet  may  not  feem  too  much  to 
take  at  lead  thus  far  particular  notice  of 
them,  as  to  obferve,  That  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Reformation  ,  almpft  as  ibon  as  the 
Danghters  of  the  Married  Clergy  could  be 
ripe  for  fuch  a  Blefling,  there  is  a  very  re¬ 
markable  Inftance  in  favour  of  them ,  from 
the  Five  Daughters  of  Barlow  Bifhop  of  Bath 
and  Wells  ;  who  were  all  of  fb  great  Efteem 
and  Worth,  as  to  be  married  every  one  of 
them  to  a  Bifhop.  The  eldeft,  Frances ,  was 
married  firft  to  Matthew  Parker ,  Son  to  Arch- 
bifhop  Parker ,  but  after  his  Death,  to  Dr.  Ma¬ 
thews  ,  Archbifhop  of  Fork.  The  Second  to 
Wickham  T  Bifhop  of,  Winchefter.  The  Third 

^  j  *V  ;  tq 
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to  Overton  Bifhop  of  Covent,  and  Litchfield, 
The  Fourth  to  Weflpbakng  Bifhop  of  Here¬ 
ford.  The  Fifth  to  Day  Bifhop  of  Wmchefter . 
All  which  is  infer i bed  at  large  on  the  Mo¬ 
nument  of  Frances  the  Elded  ,  who  lies  Bu¬ 
ried  in  the  Church  of  fork. 

Were  it  meet  to  make  the  Search  onwards, 
and  to  give  an  account  thereof  ,  I  doubt  not 
but  as  large  a  number  of  Difcreet ,  nell-dif- 
po/ed ,  and  (  I  may  fay)  mlUdifpos  lof  Wo¬ 
men  njight  be  found  proportionably  to  have 
defended  from  Clergy-men ,  as  from  any 
others  whatfoever.  And  as  to  thofe  of  the 
prefent  Generation ,  their  equally  (haring  with 
the  Males  in  the  Fathers  Pious  Care  and  Ex¬ 
ample;  and  their  having  a  more  appropria- 
j  ted  Pattern  from  the  Mothers  Deportment ; 

!  who  ( to  fay  no  more  than  truth  of  them  ) 
are  for  the  moft  part  very  Skilful  and  Chari - 
table  Perfons  in  the  Places  where  they  live , 
may  more  than  ordinarily  fway  with  them, 
(  if  the  Gaiety  of  the  Age  be  not  too  much 
attended  to)  to  be  every  way  fuch  as  we 
would  wifh  they  flhould  be.  And  if  they  be 
not  more  Grave,  Stay’d,  and  Religious,  than 
ufually  others  are ,  they  have  the  more  to 
anfwer  for. 

m 

Yet  amidft  the  being  thus  fitted  for  the 

l  proving  good  Men  and  Women  in  wfy^fc 

Callings 


ill  A  'Difcourfe  concerning  the 

Callings  or  Stations  foever  they  are  placed , 
a  Friendly  Admonition  may  not  be  altoge¬ 
ther  fuperfluous  and  of  no  ule-  Let  them 
then  have  a  greater  Care  of  themfelves,  be- 
caufe  they  lye  under  lo  HI  a  Cenfure ;  and  re- 
folve  to  fhew  it  to  be  as  falfe  as  it  is  un¬ 
charitable.  It  will  be  highly  difingenuous  in 
them ,  if  They  fhall  ftray  from  the  Paths  of 
Virtue ;  fince  thereby  they  throw  a  Scandal 
upon  their  Fathers  Marriage ,  and  the  Allow¬ 
ances  of  God  and  the  Church.  Their  and  our 
Enemies  will  triumph  in  fuch  an  Argument; 
which  however 'fallacious  it  be  ,  will  ftrifee 
nearer  the  Heart  than  all  their  other  will  do, 
though  never  fo  ftrongly  urged ;  and  per¬ 
chance  will  render  fome  of  our  own  (  other- 
wife  well-meaning  Perfons  )  lefs  affeCted  to 
our  Clergy,  from  fuch  an  Unhappinels  in 
any  of  their  Children.  And  a  Mferj  joined 
with  Contumely  and  Dfrefpe6l ,  becomes  a 
double  one.  Some  there  are  that  never  do 
any  thing  better  than  by  Oppofmon.  I  had 
almoft  laid ,  Let  Thele  live  well  in  fpite  of 
Thofe  who  would  have  it  otherwife  ;  and  re¬ 
deem  a  Truth  that  cannot  be  loft,  but  by  the 
lofs  al(o  of  their  Virtue  ,  and  their  own  and 
Fathers  Joy.  They  will  call  a  great  Re¬ 
flection  on  God’s  Providence ,  if  they  fhall 
make  room  for  a  Cenfure  ,  that  denies  his 
Favour  to  lye  in  common  to  Them ,  as  well 
as  to  Others ;  which  to  their  Honour  may 
•:V  .  on 
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on  their  part  be  greater ;  but  without  their 
very  great  Shame  cannot  be  left ,  For  that 
Favour  is  chiefly  fliewn  in  the  being  truly 
Virtuous  and  Religious ;  which  where  can  it 
more  advantageoufly  be  accomplifhed ,  than 
in  thole  who  ipring  from  Perfons  Sacred  at 
God’s  Altar ;  and  who  are  prefumed  to  have 
wanted  no  Inftruftion  for  the  being  every 
way  compleat  ? 


And  now,  Sir,  having  drawn  this  Letter  to 
a  much  greater  length  than  I  intended,  it  is 
full  time ,  ( and  I  believe  your  felf  think 
fo )  to  take  leave  of  you.  Which  yet  I 
cannot  do  without  adding  two  or  three  lines 
more  (  and  thefe  you  will  allow  me )  in 
this  hearty  rvijh.  That  the  Reverfe  of  the 
Charge  againft  a  numerous  Ofl-fpring  may 
fall  upon  all  yours.  That  their  Aftions  may 
be  as  laudable  as  their  Number  is  great. 
That  their  way  of  Living  may  be  free  and 
generous ,  yet  prudent ;  that  is ,  like  your 
own.  That  no  lorrow  may  proceed  from 
them  to  your  Self  at  all ;  nor  to  any  eile , 
but  in  their  Deaths  alone  ;  and  this  (long 
after  your  Deceale  )  in  extream  old  Age  5 
fuch  as  I  pray  and  hope  yours  may  be.  And 
that  in  a  plentiful  provifion  made  for  them  all  by 
you  at  home,  with  large  additions  which  they 
ftiall  meet  with  abroad ,  your  Name  may 
flourifli  in  Them  and  Theirs,  for  many  Ages. 

And 
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And  ( which  is  the  chief  of  all )  that  you, 
and  every  one  of  them,  may  hereafter  meet 
in  Heaven.  The  Friendlhip  which  you  have 
always  fhewn  towards  me,  will,  I  hope, 
pardon  this  Paper ,  fince  it  comes  wholly  out 
of  good  will  and  relpeft  to  you  ,  from  him, 
who  is,  Sir, 


Tour  mo(l  Affectionate 
and  Humble  Servant. 
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